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Just how many cups of wine did Jesus and the disciples drink on that Last Supper?  Did you 
notice how, in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus takes a cup, thanks God, shares it among the disciples, 
and says, “I will not drink wine again until the kingdom of God comes.”  And then he breaks 
bread and gives it to them.  And then he did the same with “the cup after supper.”  Confusing, 
right?   
 
My cousin Libby married a conservative Jew and converted.  They keep a kosher kitchen and 
strictly observe Sabbath.  One year, they invited me to share Passover with them.  Passover 
starts at dark—so that could as late as 8 pm—and goes on for hours.  There are 4 ritual cups of 
wine, and lots of other wine, and story-telling and political discussion and . . . by about mid-
night, my cousin’s adult children were all falling asleep on the couches in the other room.  
Which explained a lot about why the disciples couldn’t keep their eyes open in the garden.  So 
how many glasses of wine did the disciples and Jesus have?  At least 4, but maybe a lot more. 
 
Each of the four cups has special meaning, and Passover itself has meaning that informs what 
Jesus was doing that night. Passover is a festival of FREEDOM and RELATIONSHIP.  When God’s 
mighty hand came to the Hebrews, they were freed from being slaves to the Egyptians.  
Gathering up their herds and goods, fleeing the Egyptian army, being shown the dry path 
through the waters of the sea, being led by the divine cloud by day and fire by night—these 
events forged them into a new community as people of God.  With new stronger relationship to 
the Holy One, new bonds through trial and journey to each other. 
 
Jesus builds on these traditions as he picks up the cups and the bread on that Passover night.  
The first cup that he shared could have been the first ritual cup of Passover, symbolizing a 
special, sacred time—a holy celebration.  For Jesus, this symbolizes the start of a new era, a 
new chapter in God’s history of redemption.  Then the bread or matzoh—the bread of freedom, 
release from bondage—now his body, given for them.  Then the “cup after supper.”  This is 
either the third cup, the cup of redemption, or the fourth cup, the cup of praise or acceptance, 
symbolizing God accepting the Hebrew people as God’s own.  “This cup that is poured out for 
you is the NEW covenant in my blood.”  Both freedom and relationship are inherent in this 
cup—Jesus offers the new covenant, based on forgiveness, to make a new people through his 
own passing over into death.  This band of all-too human people—full of ambition, quarrels, 
misunderstanding, fickleness and fear—they will be transformed into the church—which will be 
a bunch of all-too human people, full of ambition, quarrels, misunderstanding, fickleness and 
fear—but with the example of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit’s guidance and 
forgiveness infused into them.   
 
 



We are invited into this feast.  We are invited into this new promise, this new covenant.  We 
will never stop getting it wrong and hurting people and making messes.  The covenant is not a 
promise that we will be transformed into perfect people.  It is the promise that in all the pain 
and messiness of life, God promises freedom and relationship.  Freedom from past pain and 
destruction, freedom from systemic and personal bondage; relationship with God no matter 
what; relationship with others, who are also fallible, also bearers of God’s grace. 
 
Come to the feast.  Enter in, once again, to the covenant, the freedom, the relationships.  This is 
God’s table and all are welcome here to be bound to God and each other in freedom.  Let us 
pray.  Amen.                             


