
Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts 
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 23, 2020 
 

Welcome 
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope 

you will enjoy our fellowship!   
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 
1989 National Council of  the Churches of  Christ in the United States of  America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of  Common Prayer, 1979, which the 
Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain. 



Music Notes ♫ 
 We sing “Glorious Things of  Thee are Spoken” with words by the famous 
clergyman/hymnwriter John Newton (famous for immensely popular, but theologically 
questionable “Amaing Grace!”). Newton worked on slave ships during his early life, and 
after conversion to Christianity renounced the trade and became an abolitionist. He was 
ordained in the Church of  England and wrote hymns as often as he preached for most 
of  his church career. “Glorious Things” is based on Isaiah 33:20-21, a companion to a 
sermon preached sometime before February 1779.  
 This sturdy tune was written by Haydn as the Austrian national anthem. Haydn 
was impressed with the fervor that the English sang “God Save the King/Queen” 
during his trips to the island. The original German words were more written along the 
English anthem, but addressed to “Franz der Kaiser.” But by the time of  WWII, the 
association of  the updated text “Deutschland, Deutschland, uber Alles” made the tune 
problematic. The really fine tune “Abbot’s Leigh” was introduced in 1941 for this text in 
England.  
 René Vierne was the younger brother of  Louis Vierne, organist of  Notre Dame 
de Paris. He was a promising musician and composer who was mobilized in 1914 to fight 
in WWI and died tragically in 1918. The “prière” was used extensively in composition 
form in France as well as other Catholic countries, as the organist would improvise 
during the time when the priest recited the Roman Canon (prayer of  consecration) 
quietly. 
 The music of  the closing voluntary, written by Haydn is the more famous subject 
of  Brahms’ “Variations on a theme by Haydn” available in a version for 2 pianos as well 
as orchestra. There is a controversy as musicologists cannot agree that it is indeed by 
Haydn. O well.  

Voluntary Prière René Vierne (1878-1918) 
  
Please join in singing  
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All stand 

Officiant  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen.  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  

The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Then follows the Invitatory Psalm Venite Psalm 95:1-7; 96:9, 13 
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Please be seated to sing the Psalm appointed for this day  

Psalm 138  Confitebor tibi 

 

1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my | whole heart; * 
before the gods I will sing your | praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your | Name, * 
because of  your love and | faithfulness; 

3 For you have glorified your | Name * 
and your word above all | things. 

4 When I called, you | answered me; * 
you increased my strength with-| in me. 

5 All the kings of  the earth will praise you, O | LORD, * 
when they have heard the words of  your | mouth. 

6 They will sing of  the ways of  the | LORD, * 
that great is the glory of  the| LORD. 

7 Though the LORD be high, he cares for the | lowly; * 
he perceives the haughty from a-| far. 

8 Though I walk in the midst of  trouble, you keep me | safe; * 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of  my enemies; 
your right hand shall | save me. 

Second half  of  chant 
9 The LORD will make good his purpose for | me; * 

O LORD, your love endures for ever; 
do not abandon the works of  your | hands. 

First Reading   Isaiah 51:1-6 

A period of  silent prayer follows the reading. 

Please stand to sing the Canticle: 
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Please be seated. 

Second Reading   Romans 12:1-8 

A period of  silent prayer follows the reading.  

Please stand to sing the canticle: 
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Third Reading  Matthew 16:13-20 

Sermon 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together all standing 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
 and born of  the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

The people stand or kneel 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your Name for ever.  
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.  
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain.  

The Officiant then says the following Collects 

The Collect of  the Day 
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy 
Spirit, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the glory of  your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Grace  
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new 
day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of  your purpose; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
A Prayer for Mission 
O God, you have made of  one blood all the peoples of  the earth, and sent your blessed 
Son to preach peace to those who are far off  and to those who are near: Grant that 
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of  your kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The choir will sing an Anglican Chant setting of  Psalm 121  
Chant by Barry Rose (born: 1934) 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills * 
 from whence cometh my help. 

My help cometh even from the Lord * 
 who hath made heaven and earth. 
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He will not suffer thy foot to be moved * 
 and he that keepeth thee will not sleep. 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel * 
 shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord himself  is thy keeper * 
 the Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand; 

So that the sun shall not burn thee by day * 
 neither the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil * 
 yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy coming in * 
 from this time forth for evermore. 

A General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We 
thank you for the splendor of  the whole creation, for the beauty of  this 
world, for the wonder of  life, and for the mystery of  love.  

We thank you for the blessing of  family and friends, and for the loving care 
which surrounds us on every side.  
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for 
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.  

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone.  

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of  his Word 
and the example of  his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and 
for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of  your 
kingdom.  

Grant us the gift of  your Spirit, that we may know him and make him 
known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to 
you in all things. Amen.  

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of  
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them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
May the God of  hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the 
power of  the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

 

Voluntary St. Anthony Chorale Franz Joseph Haydn 
  (1732 – 1809) 
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 Participating in the Liturgy The People of  God gathered  
 Officiant & Preacher The Rev. Bret Hays, Rector 
 Lector Steve Jencks 
 Singers: Carol McKenzie, Katharine Newhouse, Alex Garcia-

Mata, Maggie Marshall, and David Oliver 
 Organist & Music Director Mark Nelson 

St. John’s Intercession List: Suzanne Antonelli, Carole Secrest, Dorothy Sordillo, Grace 
Center (guests, volunteers, staff  and supporters), Liana Webb, Ernie Runnells, Laura, 
Becki Pedersen, Abby Browne, Dan Dobbins, Gene Cadman, Dr. Ben Herman, Anne 
Sullivan, Kenny Fidler, Linda, William Secrest, Janet Gerome, Malcolm Henderson, 
Doug Fifield, Peter, Sheila Jones, Mary McCarl, Mayhew family, Sereda Feener, Bette 
Mae Baxter, Emelia Currier, Patricia Hodgdon, Ken, Jim Mills, Danny, Carolyn Cenami, 
Sarah, Patricia Anders, Meghan, Anthony Shamitaro, David Arnold, Connor Macauley, 
Susan Richardson, Mary McIntyre, Patti Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, Beni Rose, Jack 
Ketchopulos, John Fleming. 

Cynthia Fraser, Errol Smikle’s mother, has died. May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 
  

Saint John’s Episcopal Church—StJohnsGloucester.org 
48 Middle Street, Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-5795—978-283-1708—WiFi password:  48MiddleSt  

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 8am-noon during which the Church is open for prayer and meditation. 
Alan McIntosh Gates, Bishop of  Massachusetts & Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan 

The Rev. Bret Bowie Hays, Rector  Wardens: Karen Kasper & Ellen Sibley 
Mark Edward Nelson, Music Director  Clerk: Joan Gorga 
Elizabeth de Veer, Parish Administrator Treasurer: Sue Lupo  Ass’t. Treasurer: Geoff  Pope 
Marge Bishop, Church Assistant 
Aaron Stewart, Sexton VESTRY    
Staff  e-mail: first name+@stjohnsgloucester.org 2021 – Tom Chmura, Dori Mottola, Bill Melvin 
 2022 – Patricia Anders, DeeDee Bedford, Errol Smikle 
 2023 – Katharine Newhouse, Jane Ward, Carol Ann Zapustas 
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