
             The 13th Sunday after Pentecost—September 4, 2022, 9 am   SUNDAY NEWS  
                 Readings:  Jeremiah 18:1-11, Psalm 139:1-11, Philemon 1-21, Luke 14:25-33 
Prelude:  Sonata VI, Fugue   Felix Mendelssohn 
Opening Hymn #541 (Blue Hymnal 1982) “Come, labor on”  
Collect:  Servant God, grant us opportunity, give us willingness to serve you day by day; 

that what we do and how we bear each other’s burdens, may be our sacrifice to you. 
Hear this prayer for your love’s sake. Amen.      (NZPB) 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 18:1-1The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: "Come, go down to the potter's 
house, and there I will let you hear my words." So I went down to the potter's house, and there he 
was working at his wheel. The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's hand, and he 
reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just as this potter has done? 
says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one 
moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy 
it, but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the 
disaster that I intended to bring on it. And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a 
kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will 
change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and 
devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your 
doings. 

 
Psalm 139:1-11, Hymn #702 (Blue Hymnal 1982) “Lord, thou hast searched me” 
 

Second Reading:  Philemon 1-21 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the 

church in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.        
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the saints and 

your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you 
perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from 
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal 
to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I 
am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that 
is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your 
place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order 
that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was 
separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more 
than a slave, a beloved brother-- especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any 
way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will 
repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self.  

       Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your 
obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.   

 



Gospel Hymn #554 (Blue Hymnal 1982) “’Tis the gift to be simple” 
 

The Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 
Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever comes to me and 

does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot 
be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to 
ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' Or what king, going out to wage 
war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to 
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still 
far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions." 

 
Offertory Hymn #577 (Blue Hymnal 1982), “God is love, and where true love is” 
 

Communion Music    Sonata III, Andante tranquillo Mendelssohn 
  
 

Final Hymn #379 (1982 Hymnal), “God is Love, let heaven adore him(her)” 
 

Postlude            Sonata VI, Finale  Mendelssohn 
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Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: Sept 4, 2022 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy” Sunday at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 
location: 1 646 558 8656  

 
Worship Time Change Begins Next Sunday!  Starting Sept. 11, worship will be held at 9:30!  Mark your 

calendars/phones! 
 
What If . . . ? Sunday is September 11!   Be sure to show up for worship at 9:30 on Sunday, Sept. 11 for a chance to 

stretch your imagination and dream!  As part of our “Fostering Imagination” program, the Visioning Team is 
charged with encouraging congregational dreaming by using “What if . . .?” questions.   During worship, we’ll 
have a chance to move around, work in pairs, and dream up questions to share.  Please join us!   

 
Thanks to the Music Choosers . . . Huge thanks to the five people who helped choose music for Fall—service music 
(hymn of praise, creed, Holy, Holy, Fraction), hymns, and psalms!  Please feel free to give feedback—what you like, 
don’t like, ideas for next time, etc.  Input is great and collaborating makes this truly worship BY the people! 
 
Visioning Team Meeting, Wednesday at 7:30.  Zoom meeting to plan for “What if? . . . Sunday.   
 



Choir Gathering, Thursday, Sept 8:  Any people interested in singing with the choir are invited to show up to the 
Thompson Room on Sept 8 at 7 pm.  We’ll talk about music options and socializing/prayer/worship options 
for the Fall. Can’t show up?  Let us know your availability to sing on Sundays in September and October. 

 
Next Vestry Meeting, Tuesday, Sept 13, 7 pm.  The meeting will be in person, in the parish hall. 
 
Thanks to all who helped . . . with the memorial service for Marcia Appt.  Melanie Murray-Brown, Eileen Hunt, Rick 

Britton, Marge Bishop, and Norm (the Rock Star) Barr! Many attendees, many hands helped.   
 
Request for Lodging:  A painter and actor from Portland, OR, a member of the Episcopal Cathedral there, is seeking 

a home stay for several weeks in the area, as he considers next steps in his life.  He could pay $100 per week.  
Please contact Elizabeth (Elizabeth@stjohnsglouceter.org) if you would like to pursue this.  

 
Stewardship Webinar, Sept 21:  Want to help the church pledge drive this year?  Sign up for “Shape Up Your 

Stewardship! Best Practices for 2022 Campaigns” on Wednesday, Sept. 21, 6:30-8 p.m. via Zoom from the 
Diocese along with TENS to provide training on the challenges and opportunities of raising money for 

 ministry in 2022. Register for this free, virtual event here and let the wardens, Sue Lupo or Lise know! 
 
The Interfaith Climate Justice Retreat, Sept 28:  Entitled “Befriending Earth, Befriending Each Other,” the creation 

retreat will take place on Wednesday, Sept. 28th from 10-5 at the Eastern Point Retreat House. For more 
information, see the flyer in the fyi.  Cost is $60 and includes lunch. Pastor Lise will help facilitate.   

Guest Preacher October 9 from the Episcopal Church in Navajoland.  Jack Chase is a retired priest currently 
serving as a part-time priest in the Episcopal Church in Navajoland (ECN) in Farmington, NM.  He grew up 
in Gloucester, and is returning this October for a visit. He will preach and talk with the congregation 
about the ECN, renewing ties, as St. John’s has partnered with All Saints’ in Farmington in past years.   

Regal Rummage and Thrift Stop:  Open Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 to 2.  Volunteers welcome.  Your 
gently used but no longer needed clothes, household items, craft supplies and furniture can find a new home 
by donation! 

 
 
Please Pray for the Search!  We invite all members to engage in prayer for the search process.  If you would like to 

be part of a dedicated praying team, please speak to Katharine Newhouse.  

 
The 13th Sunday after Pentecost —  September 4, 2022 

9am 
  Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
  Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
   Lector Rob Emmons 
   LEM Bill Melvin 
   Acolyte Bill Melvin 
   Usher Connie DeSimone 
    Musicians The Congregation, Eileen Hunt, Organist 
   Altar Guild Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
   Flower Guild Yvonne Smikle 
 
Action Shelter Sandwiches were provided by Debby and Steve Jencks this weekend. 
 



Please sign up for future dates including flower and lamp, Action Sandwiches and coffee hour. Sign ups are on 
the kiosk in the parish hall.  

 
St. John’s Intercession List: Pandora Gorman, Simeon Teitelbaum, Miriam Teitelbaum, Debra Ketchopulos, Rita 

Peritore, Dawn Tesorero, Jim and Mary Drogan, the Baxter Family, Deneice, Rick Kopka, Len Berry, Ellen, 
Ginga Graves and Patrick DeMuller, Wayne Martin, Hope Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, Nate Mook, Lily 
Newhouse, Ace Newhouse, Charlie Bishop, Cecily Merrill, Ernie Runnells, Marjorie Fergusson, Sarah Hackett, 
Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, Laurie Brown, the Featherstone family, DeeDee Bedford, Pat Earle, 
Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Lynn Runnells, Laura, Becki Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm 
Henderson, Sereda Feener, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Meghan, David Arnold, Connor 
Macauley, Patti Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming. 

  Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 

 


