Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2020

Welcome
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope
you will enjoy our fellowship!
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980.
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©
1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, which the
Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain.

Music Notes ♫
Our hymns this morning draw from old and new traditions. The opening, #339, Deck
thyself, my soul, with gladness, is one of the great German chorales with very
meaningful words. I confess that we don’t sing this as often as we should. The second
hymn may be unfamiliar, #585, “Morning Glory, Starlit Sky” but is worthy of your
attention. These are powerful words and a very singable, almost folk-like melody. It has
to be good since it has a muffin named after it!
Organ music is by English composers, the Siciliano is a popular Baroque period
form only loosely associated with Sicily, but a rather slow and lilting (triple meter) effect
evoking a pastoral scene. It was also used for arias in Baroque operas as well as in
keyboard music. The Voluntary form was used from the 17th century on usually as an
organ piece offered during a service (but never before or after where no organ music
was played) intended to sound improvised. Later fugues and trumpet or cornet tunes
were also included within this title.
In recent weeks I’ve spent time reviewing webinars by the Center for Lifelong
Learning, part of Virginia Theological Seminary. It is inspiring to meet with colleagues
as well as professors who are helping to lead us through these uncharted waters. Our
choir experimented with singing Compline this past week and perhaps this will be able to
be a wider offering in the future. In addition the Choristers have begun meeting and look
forward to an outdoor rehearsal in the coming weeks.
Voluntary

Siciliano

Please join in singing
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John Alcock (1715-1806)
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All stand
Officiant

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
The Invitatory and Psalter—All stand
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Officiant
Lord, open our lips.
People
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Psalm 25:1-8

Ad te, Domine, levavi

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my | soul;
my God, I put my | trust in you; *
let me not be hu-| miliated,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to | shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their | schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O | LORD, *
and teach me your | paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and | teach me, *
for you are the God of my sal-| vation;
in you have I | trusted
all the day | long.
5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and | love, *
for they are from ever-| lasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans-| gressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O | LORD.
7 Gracious and upright is the | LORD; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his | way.
8 He guides the humble in doing | right *
and teaches his way to the | lowly.
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First Reading

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
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Second Reading

Philippians 2:1-13
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Third Reading

Matthew 21:23-32

Sermon
The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People together all standing
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
The people stand or kneel
Officiant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Officiant
Let us pray.
Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
The Officiant then says the following Collects
The Collect of the Day
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers
of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
A General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
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Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We
thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this
world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care
which surrounds us on every side.
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to
acknowledge our dependence on you alone.
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word
and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and
for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your
kingdom.
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and make him
known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to
you in all things. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Our service concludes with the hymn and voluntary on the next page.
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Voluntary

Voluntary in D

Participating in the Liturgy
Officiant & Preacher
Singers:
Organist & Music Director

Charles Avison (1709-1770)

The People of God gathered
The Rev. Bret Hays, Rector
Carol McKenzie, Katharine Newhouse, Alex GarciaMata, Maggie Marshall, and David Oliver
Mark Nelson

Saint John’s Episcopal Church—StJohnsGloucester.org

48 Middle Street, Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-5795—978-283-1708—WiFi password: 48MiddleSt
Parish Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 8am-noon during which the Church is open for prayer and meditation.
Alan McIntosh Gates, Bishop of Massachusetts & Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan
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The Rev. Bret Bowie Hays, Rector
Mark Edward Nelson, Music Director
Elizabeth de Veer, Parish Administrator
Marge Bishop, Church Assistant
Aaron Stewart, Sexton
Staff e-mail: first name+@stjohnsgloucester.org
Hamburger, Acting Parish Mascot

Wardens: Karen Kasper & Ellen Sibley
Clerk: Joan Gorga
Treasurer: Sue Lupo Ass’t. Treasurer: Geoff Pope
VESTRY
2021 – Tom Chmura, Dori Mottola, Bill Melvin
2022 – Patricia Anders, DeeDee Bedford, Errol Smikle
2023 – Katharine Newhouse, Jane Ward, Carol Ann Zapustas
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