
 ADVENT 4—December 19, 2021  SUNDAY NEWS 
Micah 5:2-5a—Canticle 16—2 Thessalonians 3:1-5— Luke 1:57-80  

Voluntaries  O Antiphon chant for Dec. 19 “O Root of Jesse”  
O Antiphon prelude for Dec. 19  Nico Muhly (born 1981) 
Hymn 56, stanzas 4 & 8   Veni, Emmanuel 

Collect: Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus from Enriching our Worship 
 Please join in singing the verses on your side. 
 We observe a breath—pause in the middle of the verse. 

 
Cantor: Blessed are you, Lord, the God of / Israel, *—pause— 

you have come to your peo-\ ple and set them free.  

Organ: You have raised up for us a mighty / Savior, *—pause— 
born of the house of your \ servant David.  

Lectern: Through your holy prophets you promised of old to save us from our / enemies, *—pause— 
from the hands of \ all who hate us,  

Organ: To show mercy to our / forebears, *—pause— 
and to remember your \ holy covenant. 

Lectern: This was the oath you swore to our father / Abraham, *—pause— 
to set us free from the hands \ of our enemies,  

Organ: Free to worship you without / fear, *—pause— 
holy and righteous before you, all the \ days of our life. 

Lectern: And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the / Most High, *—pause— 
for you will go before the Lord \ to prepare the way,  

Organ: To give God’s people knowledge of sal-/ vation *—pause— 
by the for-\ giveness of their sins.  

Lectern: In the tender compassion of our/ God *—pause— 
the dawn from on high shall \ break upon us,  

ALL: To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of / death, *—pause— 
and to guide our feet in-\ to the way of peace.  

Anthem Savior of the Nations Come Georgiann H. Toole 
Offertory Hymn 76  Winchester New 
Final Hymn 72   Richmond 
Voluntary  Veni, veni, Emmanuel  James Woodman (born 1957) 
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. All rights 
reserved. Used with permission.  



Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: December 19, 2021 
Christmas Offerings:  
 Friday, December 24:    
  5:00 pm--Music, Eucharist, retelling of Christmas story using Creche figures 
  8:30 pm--Service of music with Parish Choir, sermon, and Eucharist 
 Sunday, December 26:  9 am--Lessons and Carols Service with Eucharist 
 Thursday, January 6 Epiphany 6 pm Eucharist with Chalking the Door and Sung Gospel    

Covid Update: As most of you know, a worshipper at the 10:30 service on Dec. 5 tested positive for Covid on Dec. 6th. 
The person had mild symptoms and is recovering. No other cases have been reported in the congregation, so this means 
that our Covid precautions are working!  Meanwhile, infection rates are rising all over the state and are quite high on 
Cape Ann as we head into winter and the holidays. So, 1) We need to keep masked and distanced while inside the 
building at all times, 2) The vestry voted to suspend coffee hour until warmer weather and/or case counts go down. Feel 
free to converse with others in the sanctuary or outside before or following worship, 3) Please report to Pastor Lise or 
the church office if you test positive for Covid and attended church in the days before you developed symptoms or 
tested positive. Let us continue to be good neighbors and a supportive community.   

Stewardship Update: The Stewardship Committee is extremely grateful to the over 50 individuals and families who have 
already returned their pledge cards for 2022! If you are planning to pledge for 2022, please return your card soon. 
Current pledging is shy at least $7,000 for the proposed “lean” 2022 budget.  Please support St. John’s! 

Be welcoming: Move IN! Since some pews are roped off for social distancing, please make room for neighbors by 
moving toward the walls when you sit down. That way, more than 1 person or group can sit distanced in one pew. Thank 
you!   

Upcoming Events:  
 Vestry and Search Committee Retreat:  Saturday, January 8th! Start time 9:00 am; details to follow. 
 Annual Meeting:  Sunday, January 30th after one service at 9 am. Yes, reports are due before then. 

Vestry Notes for December 14, 2021 
• The Vestry has decided to suspend the in-person Coffee Hour for the Winter (until Easter 2022) in the interest of 

keeping all parishioners safe from COVID and its variants. Masks must be worn at all times on the church property 
and social distancing must be practiced. Parishioners should feel free to socialize within these constraints. Reducing 
the threat of transmission of the virus while eating and drinking, a known hazard, will allow the continuation of in-
person worship services which are important to all of us. \ 

• The 160th Annual Meeting of St. John’s Episcopal Church will be held in person on January 30th, 2022 after a 9AM 
single service that morning. A schedule for the submission of parish activity reports for compilation into the Annual 
Report will be circulated soon.  

• Congratulations and thanks to Mark and to the Choir for the fantastic and moving program of Anthems and Carols on 
Sunday evening (December 12th). The program incorporated familiar motifs while featuring new and diverse material 
including the premier of a commissioned piece for the 20th anniversary of Mark Nelson’s tenure as Music Director at 
St. John’s. The talent and skill as well as the hard work of all of our musicians were appreciated by all as were the 
chocolates and cookies as part of the “reception-to–go” at the finale.  

• The Vestry is looking for a few volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee over the next several weeks in 
order to identify and recruit prospective members for the Vestry for the next three years. Parishioners interested in 
serving on the Nominating Committee (very short term) or the Vestry (three year term) should speak to the Wardens. 

• The Stewardship Committee and the Treasurer have reminded us that we are falling short of our goals in pledging 
and contributing to the ongoing financial support of our parish. Please send in your pledge if you have not done so 
and complete your 2021 pledge before the end of the year. The ushers will recommence passing the plate at the 
offertory during each service.  

 



Forum Time: Let’s Chat!  Sundays between services (9:15 to 10:15), come to have a conversation with Pastor Lise. 
Meeting in the Thompson Room. 

Contact Pastor Lise: lise@stjohnsgloucester.org. 351-217-9209 cellphone. 

Open Door Donations: Claudette Chmura reminds us to reconnect with the Open Door food pantry by bringing in food 
donations. Diapers, baby wipes, and other miscellaneous items are also welcome. Thank you for helping to continue our 
community outreach. 

MUSIC NOTES The opening voluntary will have 3 components: the O-Antiphon chant for the day—O Radix 
Jesse/O Root of Jesse, an organ prelude based on the chant, and a chance for everyone to sing Stanzas 4 & 8 of 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. The organ prelude is composed by Nico Muhly (nicomuhly.com), a young 

American composer who has made a major mark on the music world.  

Three Cheers for Norm Barr! Norm has been taking the live feed off Facebook Live and creating videos for YouTube. In 
the last several weeks he's added additional cameras and is using his editing skills to great advantage, and you should 
look at some of these services, especially if you missed some of them. This past week he's outdone himself by making a 
video of both the 10:30 and the Lessons and Carols services! And he's working with Mark to provide overflow seating for 
Christmas Eve in the Parish Hall with video for those who cannot be accommodated in the church due to Covid 
restrictions.  

 
Gospel for Advent 4 Luke 1:57-80 

When it was time for Elizabeth’s baby to be born, she gave birth to a son. And when her neighbors and relatives heard 
that the Lord had been very merciful to her, everyone rejoiced with her. 

When the baby was eight days old, they all came for the circumcision ceremony. They wanted to name him Zechariah, 
after his father. But Elizabeth said, “No! His name is John!” 

“What?” they exclaimed. “There is no one in all your family by that name.” So they used gestures to ask the baby’s 
father what he wanted to name him. He motioned for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s surprise he wrote, “His name is 
John.” Instantly Zechariah could speak again, and he began praising God. 

Awe fell upon the whole neighborhood, and the news of what had happened spread throughout the Judean hills. 
Everyone who heard about it reflected on these events and asked, “What will this child turn out to be?” For the hand of 
the Lord was surely upon him in a special way. 

Then his father, Zechariah, was filled with the Holy Spirit and gave this prophecy: 

     “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people. 
     He has sent us a mighty Savior from the royal line of his servant David,  
     just as he promised through his holy prophets long ago. 
     Now we will be saved from our enemies and from all who hate us. 
     He has been merciful to our ancestors by remembering his sacred covenant— 
     the covenant he swore with an oath to our ancestor Abraham. 
     We have been rescued from our enemies so we can serve God without fear, 
     in holiness and righteousness for as long as we live. 

     “And you, my little son, will be called the prophet of the Most High,  
     because you will prepare the way for the Lord. 
     You will tell his people how to find salvation forgiveness of their sins. 
     Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, 
     to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,  
     and to guide us to the path of peace.” 

John grew up and became strong in spirit. And he lived in the wilderness until he began his public ministry to Israel. 

 
  



The 4th Sunday of Advent—December 19, 2021  

 Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
 Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
 8am  10:30am 
 Rob Emmons Lector Gwen Kopka 
  Acolyte Sue Lupo  
 Geoff Pope L E Minister Naomi Astyk 
 Pat Earle Ushers Tom Chmura  
  Musicians The Parish Choir, Mark Nelson, Music Director 
  Altar Guild Karen Kasper & Melanie-Murray Brown 
  Flower Guild Mark Nelson 

 

St. John’s Intercession List: Ernie Runnells, Barker family, Baxter family, Marjorie Fergusson, Sarah Hackett, 
Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, Laurie Brown, the Featherstone family, Audrey Gordon Goldman, Mr. 
and Mrs. LS St. Cloud, DeeDee Bedford, Katie Perry, Pat Earle, Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Lynn 
Runnells, Laura, Becki Pedersen, Gene Cadman, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Sheila Jones, 
Sereda Feener, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Meghan, David Arnold, Connor Macauley, Mary 
McIntyre, Patti Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming.Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-
5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 

 
2021 sign-ups for Lamp/Flowers are in the parish hall. 
Food Bank: donations of any items are welcome as long as they have not expired. 
Coffee Hour Please sign up for future dates.  
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