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The Third Sunday After Pentecost June 13, 2021 
 

This week we welcome guest speaker and parishioner Sarah Larson. She writes: 
Sarah Larson keeps showing up, like a bad penny. First a member of St. John’s from 
2012, to 2014, she moved back to Northern Virginia for knee surgery. Then back to Cape 
Ann and St. John’s in 2016, only to return to Virginia in 2017 to care for her 90+ parents 
for almost 4 years. They died within months of each other in 2019 and 2020 and Sarah 
has been hanging out in Hartford CT, trying to get back to Gloucester. Thanks to the 
vaccine, Sarah was able to find a roommate and will be moving back permanently at the 
end of July. She credits singing online with the St. John’s choir and Thursday night 
Choir Zoom for keeping her at least marginally sane during lockdown. 
 
We had our final chorister in person rehearsal of this academic year this past Thursday. 
We managed to get one more song recorded! You’ll hear it following Sarah’s talk. Our 
opening hymn, #525, is the very first Acapella App hymn we produced, with Carol 
McKenzie supplying the soprano voice and David Oliver and I supplying the rest of the 
voices. Thanks to Paul McGeary for reading lessons. I  hope and pray that our COVID 
numbers continue to decline and that by the fall we may return to something 
resembling normality, at least, music wise. 
 
Upcoming, tomorrow I will be attending a virtual conference for the Association of 
Anglican Musicians (AAM) and the final Evensong can be viewed by anyone at 4:45 pm 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKW9qew6uwM I hope you can join us. 
Several weeks ago all 12 Episcopal Cathedrals joined for a virtual concert on Trinity 
Sunday. There is a little something for everyone! I hope you'll give a 
listen: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCtsSgnn6BU 
 
Please join friends for a virtual coffee hour today at noon. 
 
 
 
 
 
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from 
OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Gloria used & 
reprinted with permission of St. James Music Press, account 7525. Scripture quotations are from 
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  



Voluntary Flute Piece Thomas Thorley (18th Century) 

 

 

Officiant  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. Officiant and People together, all kneeling  

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name.  
Amen.  

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen.  

The Invitatory and Psalter — All stand  

Officiant  Lord, open our lips.  
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant and People  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  

Invitatory Canticle:  

 

 



Psalm 92:1-4,11-14 Bonum est confiteri 

 
1 It is a good thing to give | thanks • to the | Lord, * 

and to sing praises | to your | Name, O | Most High; 
2 To tell of your loving-kindness | early • in the | morning * 

and of your | faithful-• ness | in the | night season; 
3 On the psaltery, and | on the | lyre, * 

and to the | melod-• y | of the | harp. 
4 For you have made me glad by your | acts, O | Lord; * 

and I shout for joy be-| cause • of the | works • of your | hands. 
11 The righteous shall flourish | like a | palm tree, * 

and shall spread abroad | like a | cedar • of | Lebanon. 
12 Those who are planted in the | house • of the | Lord * 

shall flourish | in the | courts • of our | God; 
13 They shall still bear | fruit in | old age; * 

they | shall be | green and | succulent; 
14 That they may show how | upright • the | Lord is, * 

my Rock, in | whom there | is no | fault. 

Reading: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 

Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel 
did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. 
And the Lord was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 
Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, 
“Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me 
the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lordcommanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you 
come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons 
and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
now before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not 



see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And 
he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring 
him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. 
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, 
“Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 
Ramah. 

 

Reading 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

We are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do 
have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with 
the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 



For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

[Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we 
ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 
consciences. We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast 
in outward appearance and not in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 
God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.] For the love of Christ urges us on, 
because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. And he 
died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 
who died and was raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no one from 
a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of 
view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 



 

Reading: Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 
with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 



He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is 
the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 
the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air 
can make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 
he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private 
to his disciples. 

 

 



 

The Prayers  

Officiant  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  

Officiant Let us pray.  
Officiant and People  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.  

V. Day by day we bless you;  
R. We praise your Name for ever.  

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;  
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.  

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R. For we put our trust in you.  



V. In you, Lord, is our hope;  
R. And we shall never hope in vain.  

The Collect of the Day  

Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through 
your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with 
compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Collect for the Renewal of Life 
 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to 
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
A Prayer for Mission 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross 
that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your 
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you 
to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen 

A Faith Statement from parishioner Sarah Larson 

Anthem by the Choristers Hymn of Promise Natalie Sleeth 
 

In the bulb there is a flower; There's a song in every silence,  
in the seed, an apple tree; seeking word and melody; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: there's a dawn in every darkness  
butterflies will soon be free! bringing hope to you and me. 
In the cold and snow of winter  From the past will come the future; 
there's a spring that waits to be,  what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season,  unrevealed until its season,  
something God alone can see. something God alone can see. 

 
In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing;  
in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; 
at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season,  
something God alone can see. 
 

Words © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, 380 S Main Pl, Carol Stream, IL 60188 
 



Prayers for our parish family and friends: 
Helen and Jim Featherstone, the Newhouse family, Anne and Katie Dailey, JP Ware, the 
Brody family, Audrey Gordon Goldman, Mr. and Mrs. LS St. Cloud, Amanda March, Fr. 
Brad and his wife Mary Jo Purdom, Lori Gordon, Audrey, Tatiana and Christopher Truitt, 
DeeDee Bedford, Katie Perry, Pat Earle, Gabby Marhoffer, Katherine Ceglarski, Michael 
Rocha, Steven Antonelli, Liana Webb, Ernie Runnells, Laura, Becki Pedersen, Dan 
Dobbins, Gene Cadman,Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Doug Fifield, Peter, 
Sheila Jones, Mayhew family, Sereda Feener, Bette Mae Baxter, Emelia Currier, Patricia 
Hodgdon, Danny, Patricia Anders, Meghan, David Arnold,Connor Macauley, Mary 
McIntyre, Patti Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, Beni Rose, John Fleming. 
 
Mary McCarl, wife of Hank McCarl has died. Abby Browne, wife of Al Browne Jr. has 
died. May their souls, and the souls of all faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

A collect for the Parish  

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers 
for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the 
penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one 
heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The General Thanksgiving  

Officiant Let us pray, 

Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

 



A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all evermore.  
Amen.  



 



Voluntary  Digitate Andrew Moore 
 

 

The Acapella App Choir  

Astrid af Klinteberg  
Sue Lupo 
Gwen Kopka 
Rick Britton  
Mark Nelson  
Carol McKenzie  
Katharine Newhouse  
Sarah Larson 
Chuck Everett  
Marge Bishop  
Maggie Marshall  
Anne Bourne  
Alex Garcia-Mata  
David Oliver  
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