
             The 9th Sunday after Pentecost—August 7, 2022, 9 am   SUNDAY NEWS  
                 Readings: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20, Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24, Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16,  Luke 12:32-40  
Prelude:  “To My Beloved God”       D. Buxtehude 
Opening Hymn #427 (1982 Hymnal), “When morning guilds the sky”  
Collect:  God of the journey, accompany us as we travel through life; 
                Help us to be content even as we are visitors and strangers on this earth, 
                Knowing that our true home is with you and our odd shipmates.  AMEN.    (mlh)   

  
First Reading: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days 
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah. 

Hear the word of the Lord, 
  you rulers of Sodom! 
Listen to the teaching of our God, 
 you people of Gomorrah! 
What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 
 says the Lord; 
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 
 and the fat of fed beasts; 
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 
 or of lambs, or of goats. 
When you come to appear before me, 
 who asked this from your hand? 
Trample my courts no more; 
 bringing offerings is futile; 
 incense is an abomination to me. 
New moon and sabbath and calling of 

convocation--        
I cannot endure solemn assemblies with 

iniquity. 
Your new moons and your appointed festivals 
 my soul hates;  they have become a burden 

to me, 
 I am weary of bearing them. 
When you stretch out your hands, 
 I will hide my eyes from you; 
even though you make many prayers, 
 I will not listen; 

 your hands are full of blood. 
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 
 remove the evil of your doings 
 from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, learn to do good; 
       seek justice, rescue the oppressed, 
       defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 
Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: 
       though your sins are like scarlet, 
 they shall be like snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 
 they shall become like wool. 
If you are willing and obedient, 
 you shall eat the good of the land; 
but if you refuse and rebel, 
 you shall be devoured by the sword; 
Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24 
1 The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; * 

and has called the earth from the rising of 
the sun to its setting. 

2 Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
God shines forth in glory. 

3 Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 
before God there is a consuming flame, 
and round about a raging storm. 

4 God calls the heavens and the earth from 
above *to witness the judgment of the 
chosen people. 

5 "Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
those who have made a covenant with me 
and sealed it with sacrifice." 

 
6 Let the heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause; *for God alone is judge. 
7 Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 

  "O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
   for I am God, your God. 

8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; *your offerings are always before me. 
23 Consider this well, you who forget God, * 



        lest I rend you and there be none to deliver  you. 
24 Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; *but to those who keep in my way will I 

show the salvation of God." 
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so 
that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
        By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had 
been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 
same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By 
faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because 
he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 
descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore." 
        All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted 
them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, 
they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 
Gospel Hymn #68 (1982 Hymnal), “Rejoice! rejoice, believers” 
 
The Gospel:  Luke 12:32-40 
       Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 
      "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return 
from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed 
are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near 
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
       "But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not 
have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour." 
 
Offertory Hymn # 771 (WLP Green Hymnal), “O God of gentle strength’”  
 
Communion Music            “Jesu, All My Gladness”  J. G. Walther      
 
Final Hymn #623 (1982 Hymnal), “O what their joy and their glory must be” 
 
Postlude                   “To God on High Be Praise”        J. G. Walther                
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Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: Aug. 7, 2022 
 
Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy” Sunday at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 

location: 1 646 558 8656  
 
Today after worship:  Update on the Search!  Please stay in your seat after worship for a few minutes to have 

an update from the vestry and search committee on where the search process is now and what will be 
happening in the months ahead.  (Of course you are free to go if you have commitments elsewhere!) 

 
Beach Picnic and Sunset Service for Peace, THIS Wednesday August 10.  Rain date Thursday.   Niles Beach, E 

Gloucester, starting at 6 pm.  Bring your own picnic (optional), your favorite (non-alcoholic) beverage, and 
something to sit on.  There is a handicap ramp to the beach.  Gather at St. John's at 5:30 so we can car-
pool together.  Or just come for the 7 pm service (sung compline), special music, and prayers for 
peace.  Invite your friends and ecumenical/interfaith neighbors! 

 
Worship planning for fall!  Would you like to learn about creating worship?  Would you like to help plan 

worship for fall?  There are two opportunities!  First, Sunday, August 21st after coffee hour, we will walk 
through the elements of worship (readings, prayers, music, flowers, art, movement) and come up with a 
theme or focus for mid-September to mid- or late-November.  Then, on Saturday, August 27, we will meet 
at 9 am to flesh out music and other ideas.  ANYONE welcome and those involved in worship ministries 
ESPECIALLY ENCOURAGED to attend one or both!  Talk to Pastor Lise if you have questions or ideas. 

 
Many thanks to Norm Barr for filling in for Marge!  Many thanks to Sue Lupo for the latest batch of 

communion bread and to the bread team: Melanie Murray-Brown, Sue, and Dori Mattola.   
 
Prayer for search process and call for Pray-ers.    Below is a modified prayer, based on the one the search 

committee has been using.  We invite all members to engage in prayer for the search process.  If you 
would like to be part of a dedicated praying team, please speak to Katharine Newhouse.  

”Gracious and loving God,  
We pray for St. John's Parish during this time of transition and ask you to especially guide and support the 
search committee and vestry in the work of calling our next priest. Send your Holy Spirit to watch over us 
and calm our anxieties as we do this work. Give us good listening ears and open eyes and hearts as we 
tread the waters of discernment and call. May our love for our community and one another keep us 
moving forward and bring us to the safe harbor as we call our next priest. We pray for new life for our 
beloved parish family and a new priest who will co-lead with our strong lay leadership.  We pray this in the 
name of Jesus, Amen.” 

 
Next meeting of the Visioning Task Force:  Next Sunday, August 14, following worship in the Thompson 

Room.  We will be reflecting on the beach picnic and worship. If you can’t attend, please give the team 
your feedback before-hand.  

  
Creation Retreat Rescheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 28.  Save the date!  Hosted at Eastern Point Retreat House in 

East Gloucester, from 9-4.  Cost is $60 and includes lunch. 
 
Coming in August: Cape Ann Arts Alive!  St. John’s will once again be hosting the CAAA for children aged 6-13 on 

August 22-26, 2022.  Please let children and parents know about this opportunity for singing, acting, and 



making art on the theme of Gloucester’s history.  Scholarships available.  Contact capeannartsalive@gmail.com 
for more information. 

 
Regal Rummage and Thrift Stop:  Open Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 to 2.  Volunteers welcome.  Your 

gently used but no longer needed clothes, household items, craft supplies and furniture can find a new home 
by donation! 
 

The 9th Sunday after Pentecost   —   August 7, 2022 
9am 

  Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
  Celebrant & Preacher       The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 

   Lector  Hunter Ward 
   LEM Bill Melvin  
   Acolyte  Sue Lupo  
   Usher Ian Bedford 
    Musicians        The Congregation, Eileen Hunt, Organist 
   Altar Guild        Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
   Flower Guild Carolyn Stewart 
 
Action Shelter Sandwiches were provided by Bob and Carolyn Stewart this weekend. 
 
Coffee Hour today is hosted by Sue Lupo.  
                   
The sanctuary lamp burns this week in memory of Richard Earle and David Greer given by Pat Earle. 
 
Please sign up for future dates including flower and lamp, Action Sandwiches and coffee hour. Sign ups are 

on the kiosk in the parish hall.  
 
St. John’s Intercession List: Debra Ketchopulos, Rita Peritore, Dawn Tesorero, Jim and Mary Drogan, the 

Baxter Family, Deneice Rick Kopka, Len Berry, Ellen, Ginga Graves and Patrick DeMuller, Wayne Martin, 
Hope Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, Nate Mook, Lily Newhouse, Ace Newhouse, Charlie Bishop, 
Rosemary Sullivan, Cecily Merrill, Ernie Runnells, Marjorie Fergusson, Sarah Hackett, Jack Ketchopulos, 
Jacqueline Vannah, Laurie Brown, the Featherstone family, DeeDee Bedford, Pat Earle, Michael Rocha, 
Liana and Joe Webb, Lynn Runnells, Laura, Becki Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, 
Sereda Feener, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Meghan, David Arnold, Connor Macauley, Patti 
Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming. 

 Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 
 

 


