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Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License 
#A-715980. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
To participate fully in our worship, you will need this booklet, the Sunday News for the Collect and 
Psalm, and, for the hymns, The Hymnal 1982 (blue and in the pew racks in front of you) and Wonder, 
Love, and Praise (green paperbound at the pew ends).  
 
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from 
OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. All rights reserved. Used with permission.  
 

WELCOME! 
 
Whether you are a regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope you will enjoy our 
fellowship! Come and check us out! Children are always welcome at worship in St. John’s Church! 
 
First time in our Church? Our worship here may seem very familiar, or it may seem bewildering! 
If the second is true for you, RELAX, there is nothing that you can do by accident that will cause 
offense! Ask an usher, watch your neighbors, go with the flow. Please fill out a card in the pew to 
let us know who you are. 
 
Restrooms are at the far end of the building from our worship space on three levels. Exit the door 
opposite the organ and follow the signs. 
 
Children of all ages are welcome in church. We want children and parents to enjoy church and we 
support you in doing what you need to do toward that goal. It's OK for children to sound like 
children; we won't be offended.  
 
Access Needs: If you would find it easier to receive Holy Communion in your pew, please speak 
to an usher. We have gluten-free wafers available, let the priest know.   
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Covid Update: St. John's has taken steps to keep all worshipers safe from Covid. We have 
installed air purifiers and are keeping people spaced in the pews. We have suspended coffee 
hour for the near future.  Please do you part to keep yourself and others healthy: Keep masked 
(over mouth and nose) and distanced while inside the building at all times. If you'd like to chat 
with others, do so in the sanctuary or outside before or following worship. If you should test 
positive for Covid in the days after attending church, please report this confidentially to Pastor 
Lise or the church office. Let us continue to be good neighbors and a supportive community. 

 
Voluntary Erbarm dich mein, O Herre Gott BWV 721 J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Hymn 686   Nettleton 
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Celebrant To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
People O my God, in you I trust. 
Celebrant You are the God of my salvation; 
People To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
Celebrant  In you I hope all the day long. 
People O my God, in you I trust. 
  
Confession for Lent (Systemic Confession) 
 
Celebrant God, your essence is community: We pray for the eyes to see and the courage to 

understand that we are not separate and independent, but deeply embedded in and 
dependent on the systems and communities around us. 

 
People We confess that instead of knowing ourselves to be members of the beautiful, 

bountiful Creation, ones who rely on her for every breath and every meal, we have 
become a dominating and abusive partner.  

 
 We confess that our land and our wealth come from others, and that our riches 

leave others impoverished. 
 
 We confess that our Church has aligned itself with power and is complicit in 

slavery, the genocide of indigenous peoples, and continued imbalances in wealth 
and power. 

 
 We confess that our governments do not care adequately for the poor, the homeless, 

the ill, the addicted, the abused, and immigrants, blaming individuals for systemic 
failures, and that we do not hold elected officials and ourselves accountable. 

 
 We confess that we turn away from you and do not rely on your goodness and 

mercy to provide for our every need, and so we indulge in worry, competition or 
anger, even towards our families, friends and co-workers.   

 
Celebrant: Have mercy on us, God, and forgive us our failings. 

All sing the Trisagion softly. 
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Celebrant:  Increase our capacity to see and our ability to accept our place in your world. 
All repeat the Trisagion above a bit louder. 

 
Celebrant:   Give us the grace and courage to use our power and privilege to heal and restore. 

All repeat the Trisagion above loudly. 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray together the Collect of the day.  
Collect:  God, who sends rain and sunshine on oppressed and oppressor alike, help us to 

truly know which we are, and to use our experience of oppression and our power 
of privilege to break the bonds of racism that imprison us all, for it is only with 
your love, forgiveness and justice we can all be whole and free, through Jesus 
Christ our brother. Amen. (MLH) 

 
Please be seated for the readings. 
 
First Reading   Joshua 5:9-12 
 

The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt." And so 
that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
 
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the passover, on that 
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna 
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; 
they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

A period of silent prayer follows the reading 
Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 32 Please join in singing the verses as directed Beati quorum 

 
 
Choir: 1 Happy are they whose transgressions are for-| given, * 

and whose sin is put a-| way! 
 2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no | guilt, * 

and in whose spirit there is no | guile! 
 
All: 3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered a-| way, * 

because of my groaning all day | long. 
 4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and | night; * 

my moisture was dried up as in the heat of | summer. 
 
Choir: 5 Then I acknowledged my | sin to you, * 

and did not conceal my | guilt. 
 6 I said," I will confess my transgressions to the | Lord." * 

Then you forgave me the guilt of my | sin. 
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All: 7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of | trouble; * 
when the great waters overflow, they shall not | reach them. 

 8 You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from | trouble; * 
you surround me with shouts of de-| liverance. 

 
Choir: 9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should | go; * 

I will guide you with my | eye. 
 10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no under-| standing; * 

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay | near you." 
 
ALL: 11 Great are the tribulations of the | wicked; * 

but mercy embraces those who trust in the | Lord. 
 12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the | Lord; * 

shout for joy, all who are true of | heart. 
 
Second Reading      2 Corinthians 5:16-212 
 

From now on, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. If anyone 
is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has 
given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God. 

A period of silent prayer follows the reading 
Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of your heart Henry Purcell 
Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; O holy and most merciful Saviour,  
Shut not thy merciful ears unto our pray’rs; Thou most worthy Judge eternal, 
But spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty. Suffer us not at our last hour, 
 For any pains of death to fall away from Thee. 

 
 
Holy Gospel Acclamation before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with 
them." 
So Jesus told them this parable: 
"There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, 
give me the share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property 
between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a 
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distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had 
spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to 
be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who 
sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods 
that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself 
he said, 'How many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here 
I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
treat me like one of your hired hands."' So he set off and went to his father. But while he 
was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his 
arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the 
father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe--the best one--and put it on him; put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' 
And they began to celebrate. 
"Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He 
replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 
got him back safe and sound.' Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father 
came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these 
years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your 
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with 
my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' Then the father said to him, 'Son, you 
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 
found.'" 

 Acclamation after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ 
Sermon  The Rev. Janie Donohue, Guest Priest 
 
After a period of reflective silence following the sermon we stand and sing The Nicene Creed  
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Prayers of the People Form II, BCP, p 385, adapted  
Please offer your prayers after each petition, either silently or aloud. 
 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People: And also with you.  We share a sign of peace with those around us. 
 
Announcements 
 

Offertory Hymn  
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer p. 367 
 

 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way as we 
are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to 
triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for 
ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose 
again. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
       

 
 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us … 
 
At the acclamation in the prayer: 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father:  

We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 

 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever.    
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The bread is broken. 



11 
 

 
During Communion Mark will be playing Bach’s setting of Hymn 634,  

if there’s time, please join the choir in singing the hymn. 
 
At the Postcommunion and Going Forth for Ministry 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Mother and Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Blessing The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be     
 Christ’s hands and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen. 
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Final Hymn 411  St. Thomas (Williams) 
1 O bless the Lord, my soul! 4 He pardons all thy sins, 
His grace to thee proclaim! prolongs thy feeble breath; 
And all that is within me join he healeth thine infirmities 
to bless his holy Name! and ransoms thee from death. 

2 O bless the Lord, my soul! 5 He clothes thee with his love, 
His mercies bear in mind! upholds thee with his truth; 
Forget not all his benefits! and like the eagle he renews 
The Lord to thee is kind. the vigor of thy youth. 

3 He will not always chide; 6 Then bless his holy Name, 
he will with patience wait; whose grace hath made thee whole, 
his wrath is ever slow to rise whose loving-kindness crowns thy days: 
and ready to abate. O bless the Lord, my soul!  

 
Voluntary Toccata in Seven John Rutter 
 

Nurture and Challenge Your Spirit with us at St. John’s. 
Our mission in Christ is to nurture and equip members for spiritual growth and active 
participation in ministries of compassion, justice, and peace in the church and beyond. 
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Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: March 27, 2022 
Music Today: Our Anthem is one of 2 settings by Henry Purcell from the Funeral Sentences of the Book of Common 
Prayer (BCP 1549, and following books, Church of England): 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; O holy and most merciful Saviour,  
Shut not thy merciful ears unto our pray’rs; Thou most worthy Judge eternal, 
But spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty. Suffer us not at our last hour, 
 For any pains of death to fall away from Thee. 

The Offertory Hymn is a text by Mary Louise Bringle which invokes springtime hope and joy as we wait for Easter Day. 
The music is a well known Welsh lullaby (in the UK). We’ve used the tune to a Christmas text often. The Fourth 
Sunday in Lent is named for the first word of the Latin Introit “Laetare” (“rejoice”). It is a day when there is a 
relaxation of the Lenten fasting. In England, it is also observed as “Mothers’ Day.” 

Mark Nelson is Retiring: After more than 20 years of service at St. John’s, Mark is planning to retire this June.  We are 
grateful for the faithful sharing of his gifts and self over the years. Mark has pledged to help us in finding interim 
musical leadership, and will be here with us through Easter Season. We will have a big party on June 12, before he 
rides off into a new chapter of his life. Thank you, Mark, for all you have given St. John’s! Join us after worship for an 
informal coffee hour today.  

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy,” TODAY, Sundays at noon. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 
location: 1 646 558 8656  

Coffee Hour Resumes April 3rd! After our last 9:30 service, we will have a vestry-sponsored coffee hour to celebrate 
relaxed COVID precautions and our life together.   

Easter flower envelopes are in the pews and in the office. Please return by April 11. 

What is New, What is Normal for Holy Week: On Palm Sunday, April 10, we return to 8 and 10:30 services. We will 
be using dried native grasses instead of palms for a local, eco-friendly enactment of the entry into Jerusalem. Want 
to be a reader of the passion story in the service?—talk to Marge Bishop to sign up.  The Maundy 
Thursday service, April 14, will be at 7 pm. Is there interest in a vigil following (from 8 to 10 or 8 to 12)?—talk to 
Marge Bishop to sign up. Good Friday, April 15, will offer Stations of the Cross at noon and the Good Friday Liturgy at 
7 pm. The Easter Vigil be will on Holy Saturday, April 16 at 7 pm and will be followed by the Easter dessert-apalooza. 
Easter Day will be celebrated on April 17 at 8 am 10:30 am.  

Pastor Installation Service St. Paul Lutheran Church, Gloucester, on April 3rd. You are invited to the installation of 
the Rev. LaDonna Thomas on Sunday, April 3rd at 4:00 P.M 1123 Washington St., Gloucester, MA 01930. Mask 
wearing recommended. 

Action Lunches Starting Up Again With Grace Center’s winter Sunday warming program coming to an end TODAY, 
we will be starting up the Action Lunch program again next Saturday, April 2. On behalf of Grace Center, let me say 
how very grateful we are to St. John’s for hosting the winter program this year, providing our guests with a warm 
place to go on Sundays during the coldest months. There is a sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall. Please join us in this 
important ministry. For questions contact me at carolynstewart314@gmail.com or 978-314-1381. Thank you. Carolyn 
Stewart 

Response to War on Ukraine: Our bishops joined with the House of Bishops in decrying the actions by Russia as “a 
fundamental violation of the rights and dignity rightly accorded all people, and a flagrant breach of international 
norms.” The full statement may be found at https://tinyurl.com/Ukraine-HOB. 

Bishops Gayle and Alan call upon the congregations of the Diocese of MA to engage in continued prayer for 
peace and to conduct ingatherings for the Ukraine Crisis Response Fund of Episcopal Relief & Development on 
coming Sundays, April 3 and April 10.   Fund information is HERE: https://tinyurl.com/ukraine-diomass 
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Worship Options: We will continue to worship in one service of Eucharist at 9:30 am until Palm Sunday (April 10), 
when we return to 8 and 10:30 services. We welcome in-person worshippers and those who want to watch the 
livestream on Facebook. The YouTube link for the service and written sermon will be sent out on Tuesday. Coffee 
hour is currently suspended.  

The Fourth Sunday in Lent—March 27, 2022 
 Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
 Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
 Reader Rick Britton 
 Acolyte Geoff Pope 
 LEM Karen Kasper 
 Usher Hunter Ward 
 Musicians The Parish Choir, Mark Nelson, Music Director & Organist 
 Altar Guild Karen Kasper & Melanie Murray-Brown 
 Flower Guild Mark Nelson 
 
Mary McIntyre has died. May her soul, and the souls of all faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Mary was a lifelong supporter of St. John's Church.  
 
St. John’s Intercession List: Lily Newhouse, Ace Newhouse, Don Cole, Charlie Bishop, Rosemary Sullivan, Cecily Merrill, 
Ernie Runnells, Barker family, Baxter family, Marjorie Fergusson, Sarah Hackett, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, 
Laurie Brown, the Featherstone family, Audrey Gordon Goldman, DeeDee Bedford, Pat Earle, Michael Rocha, Liana and 
Joe Webb, Lynn Runnells, Laura, Becki Pedersen, Gene Cadman, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Sereda 
Feener, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Meghan, David Arnold, Connor Macauley, Patti Kelleher, Margie 
Sonthemier, John Fleming. Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 
 
SIGN-UPS ARE BACK! Please check the kiosk in the parish hall for sign-ups for Action Shelter Sandwiches and Coffee 
Hour. 

2022 sign-ups for Lamp/Flowers are in the parish hall. 
Food Bank: donations of any items are welcome as long as they have not expired 
 
 

 
 

 


