
 
SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
GLOUCESTER MASSACHUSETTS 

www.StJohnsGloucester.org 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter April 25, 2021 
 “Good Shepherd Sunday” 

 
Music Notes 
 As Fr. Bret is on vacation, I’m producing our Morning Prayer video. There are 
several variations, firstly Rick Britton is the Officiant and is in dialogue with some of our 
singers using the Acapella App to approximate worshiping together.  
 Carol McKenzie recorded a lovely new (to us) setting of Psalm 23 by noted 
composer Bob Chilcott. You can read more about this tuneful composer who is also a 
former King’s College, Cambridge chorister, choral scholar as well as a 12-year member 
of the famous King’s Singers. Lots more information at bobchilcott.com. 
 We also will hear a setting of the famous Randall Thompson Alleluia, sung by 
singers and music directors from around the Diocese. The accompanying video includes 
shots of churches around the diocese. We have not participated in this as we have our 
active singing program ourselves. This recording is made with a very different system 
from what we use. Our system involves each person adding a layer and thus singing 
“with” those who’ve already sung. This other system involves recording singers only 
viewing a conductor video and listening to a piano track. Then an experienced editor 
syncs all the submitted recordings and adjusts them for volume, pitch, and cutoffs (i.e., 
lots more editing than I can do with our app) and then turns out a fine recording. I’m 
thankful that our numbers match the technology that we use. This is a wonderful piece 
and very well sung, and I’m certain you’ll enjoy hearing it.  
 Organ music is from a new volume of music by noted composer June Nixon who 
for 40 years was the Organist and Director of Music at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, 
Australia. She remains Organist Emerita. You can read more about this remarkable 
woman at her website: junenixon.com. The 2 short pieces are based on 2 well known 
hymns based on Psalm 23 which we’re not singing. So much music, so little time!  
   
 
 
 
Voluntary  Sarabande on ‘Crimond’ June Nixon 
  This tune is in the Hymnal 1982 at 663  
  “The Lord my God my shepherd is” 
 



 



Officiant  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Officiant  On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.  
Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. Officiant and People together, all kneeling  

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name.  
Amen.  

Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 
eternal life. Amen.  

The Invitatory and Psalter — All stand  

Officiant  Lord, open our lips.  
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  

Officiant and People  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  

Invitatory Canticle: Pascha Nostrum 
Wonder, Love and Praise 880 

1. God’s Paschal Lamb is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore with joy we keep the Easter feast; 
For Christ’s new life shall all be made alive. Alleluia, Alleluia.  

2. Now Christ is raised and will not die again; 
Death has no more dominion over him; 
Through him we die to sin and live to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.  



3. In Christ we see the first fruits of the dead; 
Though Adam’s sin had doomed all flesh to die, 
In Christ’s new life shall be made alive. Alleluia, Alleluia.  

Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) © 1987 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net, License #A-715980  

Psalm 23  Sung by David Oliver & Mark Nelson 
Dominus regit me 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 
Reading  Read by Melanie Murray-Brown Acts 4:5-12 
 
The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, 
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When 
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or 
by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a 
good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 
healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is 

`the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
it has become the cornerstone.'  

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved." 

Canticle: Te Deum Laudamus  
Music: William Jackson (of Exeter) (1730-1803)  

We praise thee, O God : we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee : the Father everlasting. 
To thee all Angels cry aloud : the heavens, and all the powers therein. To thee Cherubin 



and Seraphin : continually do cry, 
Holy, Holy, Holy : Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty : of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the Apostles : praise thee. 
The goodly fellowship of the Prophets : praise thee. 
The noble army of Martyrs : praise thee.  
The holy Church throughout all the world : doth acknowledge thee;  
The Father : of an infinite Majesty; 
Thine honourable, true : and only Son; 
Also the Holy Ghost : the Comforter.  

Thou art the King of Glory : O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son : of the Father. 
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man : thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. 
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death : 
thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Thou sittest at the right hand of God : in the glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come : to be our Judge. 
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants : 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
Make them to be numbered with thy Saints : in glory everlasting. 
O Lord, save thy people : and bless thine heritage. 
Govern them : and lift them up for ever. 
Day by day : we magnify thee; 
And we worship thy Name : ever world without end. 
Vouchsafe, O Lord : to keep us this day without sin. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us : have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us : as our trust is in thee. 
O Lord, in thee have I trusted : let me never be confounded.  

Reading   1 John 3:16-24 
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the 
world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by 
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before 
him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 
before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his 
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 



 



Reading   John 10:11-18 
 
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them 
and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care 
for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just 
as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this 
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father.”  

WLP 817 Easter Troparion  

Early American, adpt. Richard Fabian (b. 1942) “Christ is Risen from the Dead”  

 



 

 

The Prayers  

Officiant  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  

Officiant Let us pray.  
Officiant and People  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  



V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.  

V. Day by day we bless you;  
R. We praise your Name for ever.  

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;  
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.  

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R. For we put our trust in you.  

V. In you, Lord, is our hope;  
R. And we shall never hope in vain.  

The Officiant then says the following Collects  

The Collect of the Day  

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear 
his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; 
who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace  

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to 
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any 
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

A Prayer for Mission  

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed 
Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that 
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Solo  Psalm 23 Bob Chilcott (b. 1955) 
  Sung by Carol McKenzie 

The General Thanksgiving  

Officiant Let us pray, 

Officiant and People  
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 



for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Anthem  Alleluia Randall Thompson 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!  

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

Hymn 343 

1 Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless 
thy chosen pilgrim flock 
with manna in the wilderness, 
with water from the rock. 

2 We would not live by bread alone, 
but by thy word of grace, 



in strength of which we travel on 
to our abiding place. 

3 Be known to us in breaking bread, 
and do not then depart; 
Saviour, abide with us, and spread 
thy table in our heart. 

4 Lord, sup with us in love divine, 
thy Body and thy Blood, 
that living bread, that heavenly wine, 
be our immortal food. 

Words by James Montgomery (1771-1854) 
Music: St. Agnes John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
 
Voluntary  Elegy on ‘St. Columba’ June Nixon 
  This tune is in the Hymnal 1982 at 645  
  “The King of love my shepherd is” 
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