
The Fourth Sunday of Advent—December 18, 2022, 9:30 am   SUNDAY NEWS 
  

Prelude:         Chorale Prelude on “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”   J.S. Bach, arr. A. Schreiner     

THE WORD OF GOD 

Opening Hymn #53 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “Once he came in blessing”  
 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People  You are our home and our shelter, now and in the age to come.  
 

The Celebrant will read an opening sentence from Scripture.  Then please be seated.  

A period of prayer and meditation is kept. Then we sing: 
 

Kyrie (Lord, Have Mercy) #S96 (Blue Hymnal 1982)  
 Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  (Repeat line)  
 

Celebrant God is with you 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray together the collect of the day:    
    God of all hope and joy, open our hearts in welcome, 
    that your Son Jesus Christ at his coming may find in us a dwelling prepared for himself; 
    through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.     (NZPB) 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 

heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O 
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings 
you are in dread will be deserted.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
Psalm 80 (see next page) 
 
Alleluia   
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, according to Matthew: Glory to you, Lord Christ! 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 

Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”  



When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.   

The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Christ! 
 

 
Sermon or Reflection Time                            The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt 
Anthem  O Come, O Come Immanuel           Plainsong, adapted T. Helmore, arr. John Rutter



Offertory Hymn #81 (Blue 1982 Hymnal), “Lo how a rose e’er blooming” 
Communion Hymn Christ, Be Our Light  (see next page) 
Final Hymn #724 (Green WLP Hymnal) “People, look East” 
Postlude: The King Shall Come - CONSOLATION (MORNING SONG), John Wyeth, setting by Michael Burkhardt   
 

Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. All rights 
reserved. Used with permission. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

CHRISTMAS is THIS WEEK! 

 

Greening of the Church—TODAY following worship.  Please stay to help prepare the church! 
Toys for Kids—Please bring in unwrapped presents by TOMORROW, Dec. 19.  
Christmas Flower Memorials—Please return money and names to the office by TOMORROW, Dec. 19.   
Christmas Eve Service—Dec. 24th, 8:30 pm. Festive music, choir, sermon and Eucharist.  Bring bells to ring! 
Christmas Day Service –Sunday, Dec. 25, 9:30 am. Lessons and carols, Eucharist. 



 
 

Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: Dec 18, 2022 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy” Sunday at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 
location: 1 646 558 8656  

 

Epiphany Service of Light and Potluck Gathering, Friday, January 6th at 6 pm in the church and then parish hall. 
 
 

Lights, Latkes and Song!  Join Temple Ahavat Achim (86 Middle Street) on Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 5:30 pm as they light 
their lobster pot menorah and celebrate Hannukah.  Register at taagloucester.org or 978-281-9739. 



Thank you to all who made our Nov. 19 Village Fair such a success! In addition to good feeling, good food and 
crowds of shoppers, the Fair brought in nearly $8000. Truly a team effort:  Norm (background music), Sue's 
team (lunch/famous Fish Chowder), Dori and her bakers (Saintly Sweets), Candy and Alex (Regal Rummage), 
Dee Dee (jewelry tables), Chuck (raffle), Rick and Marge (silent auction), Claudette and Connie (Christmas 
decorations), Thrift Shop ladies, handmade crafts by our parishioners, and Gwen (project manager supreme!) 
But it only happened because of you who said yes when asked to cashier, direct traffic, chop onions, bake 
cookies, work on craft projects, pack up, break down and generally make all of this work. As a visitor said, 
while many Church fairs are declining post Covid, our fair is holding up and moving ahead, thanks to you all! 

 
December 30 Greater Cape Ann ALT NYE Party, Beauport Hotel, 7-10, from Cape Ann non-profits. Info in the fyi.      
 
 

Name badges:  Please put on your name badge during the service and coffee hour and RETURN it to the box 
before you leave.  If you need a name badge, please write your name legibly on the note pad nearby.   

 
Vestry Notes for December 13, 2022 

 The Reverend Val Roberts-Toler was a guest at the Vestry meeting and shared photos and 
examples of her experience with the Young Life group who are meeting twice weekly at St. 
John’s. This diverse group of Cape Ann youth use our Parish Hall for their Wednesday early 
morning Bible Study and Monday evening social activities with a hot meal of pizza or tacos.  
They are grateful for the use of the space and we are happy to have them as they seek to 
develop their lives with Christian values.  Look in the Parish Hall for a display of photos from 
their recent meetings. 

  
 The final date for applications from candidates for the Priest in Charge position at St. John’s is 

this week and several applications have been received by the Diocese.  The Diocese will review 
the applications looking for a good match with our needs and will reopen the process if 
necessary.   This is a “wait and see” phase of the process.   

 
 At the December meeting the Vestry had a preliminary look at the parish Budget for 2023. A 

few more pledges are expected in the next week (submit your pledge to Elizabeth at 
elizabeth@stjohnsgloucester.org) and expected expenses, especially utilities, will be finalized.  
A final budget will be voted on at the January meeting and presented at the Annual Meeting at 
the end of January 2023.  

 
 The Nominating Committee has been developing a slate of candidates for the Vestry and other 

positions.  Pending confirmation from prospective Vestry members there is still at least one 
opening for a place on the Vestry.  Please consider the opportunity to serve St. John’s in this 
important role as we continue to develop our vision for the future of the parish.  

 
 The Vestry is considering appointing a Transition Team to guide, assist and welcome the Priest 

in Charge (PIC).  The team would be available to the PIC to discuss operational aspects of the 
Parish and the rectory as well as direct the PIC and their family to resources on Cape Ann.  
Multiple systems in the rectory need attention and the team would oversee those projects.  

 
 
 

Ways to Give to St. John’s:  You can donate by cash or check in worship or you can give a one-time 
or recurring contribution through PayPal or a bank card, or give through the St. John’s 
website.  Go to https://www.stjohnsgloucester.org/giving or use this QR code.  If you need 
help, reach out to Elizabeth at elizabeth@stjohnsgloucester.org.   



 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent—December 18, 2022 

  Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
  Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
   Lector Doug Parsons 
   LEM Karen Kasper 
   Acolyte Bill Melvin  
   Ushers Dani Stotzer and Ian Bedford 
    Musicians The Congregation, the Choir, Joe Stoddard, Organist 
   Altar Guild Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
   Flower Guild Congregation 
 

Action Shelter Sandwiches were provided by Gwen Kopka and Mary Jane Sawyer this weekend. 
 

The Advent Wreath  burns today in loving memory of Apolonia Samsel from Joe Stoddard and Paul 
Mouratidis.  

 

St. John’s Intercession  List:  Grace Center, Open Door, Wellspring, Jennifer Morris, Carole Secrest, Tyler 
March, Chris Klosterman, Sereda Feener, Alex, Lynn Runnells, Alex Furth, Simeon Teitelbaum, Miriam 
Teitelbaum, Debra Ketchopulos, Rita Peritore, Jim and Mary Drogan, the Baxter Family, Len Berry, Ellen, 
Ginga Graves and Patrick DeMuller, Wayne Martin, Hope and Lily Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, Nate 
Mook, Cecily Merrill, Ernie Runnells, Sarah Hackett, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, DeeDee Bedford, 
Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Becki Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Emelia 
Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Connor Macauley, Patti Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming.    
               Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 

 

 


