
Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts 
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 17, 2020 

Welcome 
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor,  

we hope you will enjoy our fellowship!   
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 
1989 National Council of  the Churches of  Christ in the United States of  America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of  Common Prayer, 1979, which the 

Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain.



Music Notes 
I’m so happy to see Astrid afKlinteberg joining our “singing together apart” choir. This 
means that everyone in our recent choir has joined in at least once since we started. And 
even a few others, not regular singers. Would you like to sing, just to try it out? 
 Hymn 542, “Christ is the world’s true light” first appeared in the Hymnal 1940, 
both words and music. The words are by George Wallace Briggs, a prolific British hymn 
writer of  the early 20th century. The music was written for the Hymnal 1940 for this 
tune, and the tune name honors the composer’s wife! 
 Hymn 599 was written in 1900 by 2 brother team for a chorus of  black school 
children to honor President Lincoln, the signer of  the emancipation proclamation, on 
his birthday for a school assembly. The words and its musical setting “speak with such a 
dynamic force that it is considered by many African Americans as their national 
anthem.” 
  Noel Da Costa, composer of  the closing Voluntary was of  Jamaican parentage, 
yet born in Lagos Nigeria. He family returned to Jamaica in his youth and then on to the 
US. He studied at Queens College CUNY and at Columbia. He was a Fulbright Scholar 
in Florence. He served as Professor of  Music at Rutgers University. “Round About the 
Mountain” is a spiritual, new to me. Da Costa uses mostly traditional harmonies mostly, 
but also uses daring harmonies as well, and leaves with a quiet but dissonant chord 
cluster to end his setting. 

Voluntary A Prayer of  Peace Michael Higgins (born 1981) 
“Lord, help me to treasure stillness and rest, for therein lies your strength.” 

Based on Isaiah 30:15 

Please join in singing Hymn 542



	

All stand 
Officiant  I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the  
  end of  the earth.  
    
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have 



mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

Officiant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our   
  Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the  
  Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter — All stand 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

	

Paraphrase of  Psalm 139: 1-2,6-7,10-11     Lord, Thou Hast Searched Me     Robert Roth 

Lord, Thou hast searched me and dost know 
where’er I rest, where’re I go; 
Thou knowest all that I have planned,  
and my ways are in Thy hand. 



Where can I go apart from Thee, 
or whither from thy presence flee? 
In heaven? It is thy swelling fair; 
in death’s abode? Lo, Thou art there. 

If  deepest darkness cover me, 
the darkness hideth not from Thee; 
to Thee both night and dday are bright, 
the darkness shineth as the light! 

First Reading 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

	

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 



	

	

Third Reading John 1:43-51 

Sermon 



	

	

	



The Prayers 

The people stand or kneel 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your Name for ever.  
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.  
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

The Officiant then says the following Collects 

The Collect of  the Day 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of  the world: Grant that 
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of  
Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of  the earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 



A Collect for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to 
guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of  our life 
we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of  your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of  your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may 
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Please join in singing: 



	



A General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We 
thank you for the splendor of  the whole creation, for the beauty of  this 
world, for the wonder of  life, and for the mystery of  love.  

We thank you for the blessing of  family and friends, and for the loving care 
which surrounds us on every side.  
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for 
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.  

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone.  

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of  his Word 
and the example of  his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and 
for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of  your 
kingdom.  

Grant us the gift of  your Spirit, that we may know him and make him 
known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to 
you in all things. Amen.  

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of  
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  
Amen. 

Voluntary Spiritual: Round About the Mountain Noel Da Costa 
  (1929-2002)


