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The Fourth Sunday in Lent—March 19, 2023, 9:30 am   SUNDAY NEWS 
  

   Prelude: Rhosymedre (or “Lovely”)        Ralph Vaughan Williams 
THE WORD OF GOD 

    Opening Hymn #144 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “Lord Jesus, Sun of Righteousness” 
 

The Collect 
Celebrant God is with you 
People                 And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray together the collect of the day:        

   God, Creator of all movement and joy, you offer us life and wholeness;  
   open our eyes to see both the world as it really is and the creative transforming dance 

 that you invite us and all the world to join.  Amen.     (mlh)   
 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. 

Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself 
a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, 
“Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did 
what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. . .  And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited 
them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now 
before the Lord.” But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” . . .  Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons 
here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. 
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for 
this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and 
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 
Ramah.                        Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 23:1-6  

 
 
 
Cantor:   The Lord is my / shep-herd;*--pause--I shall not / be in want. 
Lectern:  He makes me lie down in green / pas-tures*--pause--and leads me be-side / still wa-ters. 
Organ:  He revives my / soul*--pause--and guides me along right pathways for his / Name's sake. 
Lectern:  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no / e- vil;*--pause-

      -for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they com-/fort me. 
Organ:  You spread a table before me in the presence of those who / trou-ble me;* --pause--   
                          you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is run-/ning o-ver. 
ALL:    Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my / life,* --pause--   

         and I will dwell in the house of the Lord / for-ev- er. 
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Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the 

light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention 
what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything 
that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will 
shine on you.” Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God 

 
Cantor first, then congregation: 
Gospel Acclamation 
.                             
   
 
 

Gospel: John 9:1-4:1  
Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, according to John: Glory to you, Lord Christ! 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; 
he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread 
the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others 
were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, 
“Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said 
to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  
 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the 
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How 
can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind 
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet”.  .  . (After 
asking his parents about him, the religious authorities) said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this 
man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I 
was blind, now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 
you also want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one 
who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 
the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered 
him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.  
 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 
him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those 



3 
 

who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we 
are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you 
say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”   The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Christ! 
 

Sermon or Reflection Time                            The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt 
    Hymn #445: (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “O Love of God, How Strong and True”  
    Offertory Hymn #773: (Green WLP Hymnal) “Heal me, hands of Jesus”  

Communion Hymn: “You Are the Healing,” page 4 
 

Final Hymn #490: (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “I want to walk as a child of the light”  2    

Postlude: Steal Away to Jesus                 Robert J. Powell, based on an African-American spiritual 
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980.  

All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 

Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: March 19, 2023 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy” Sunday at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 
location: 1 646 558 8656. 

 

Write your Own Obituary Workshop, NEXT Saturday March 25, 9-11:  You can still sign up in the parish hall or 
office. Our own Elizabeth de Veer will help lead.  Coffee and snacks. Bring an example of an obituary!  

 

Holy Week is Coming:  Call for readers and story-tellers!  If you would like to do a dramatic reading of the Passion 
story (according to Matthew) for Palm Sunday or retell a Bible story in your own words (Creation, Flood, 
Exodus, or Dry Bones) for the Vigil, please see Pastor Lise asap or contact at lise@stjohnsgloucester.org.  

 

Holy Week Services:  Palm Sunday liturgy and Passion Reading, April 2, 9:30 am 
               Maundy Thursday washing, Eucharist, altar stripping, April 6, 7 pm 
               Good Friday, April 7:  Stations of the Cross, 12N 
     Ecumenical Prayer Walk for the World, 1 pm, Fisherman’s Memorial 
     Good Friday Liturgy, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Lanesville, 7 pm 
 

Regal Rummage – March SALE! Check out Regal Rummage and our 50% Off Sale everything winter for the entire 
month of March! Help us get ready for our Spring/early Summer merchandise.  Open Weds & Sat, 10-2 

 

The Bishops’ Annual Appeal goes to support mission and outreach in and through the diocese.  Each member of 
the churches is invited to generously give and support these ministries.  For a video and more information, go 
to www.diomass.org/bishops-appeal.  Please consider making a donation by Palm Sunday (April 2).   

 

A Call for Coffee Hour Teams!  We’re looking for 4 teams of at least 3 people to rotate one Sunday a month to 
provide set-up, snacks, and clean up for coffee hour.  Sign up in the parish hall or contact Marge or Dori! 

 

The Open Door Update: Please continue to bring in food for families in Gloucester.  Items currently needed 
include: healthy cereal, flour, flavored rice packets, baby food and diapers, coffee and tea, and canned tuna.  

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent—March 19, 2023 
  Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
  Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
  Lector George Sibley 
  LEM Carolyn Stewart 
  Acolyte Sue Lupo 
  Usher Dani Stotzer and Ian Bedford 
   Musicians The Congregation, the Choir, Joe Stoddard, Music Director 
  Altar Guild Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
  Flower Guild Rosemary Sullivan and Gwen Kopka 
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Check the FYI email or the Parish Hall for the notes from last week’s vestry meeting. 
 

Easter Flower Envelopes are in the pews and in the office. You can also donate on-line. Please return by April 2. 
 

Coffee Hour today is hosted by Geoff Grow. 
 

Sign up for future dates including flower and lamp, Action Sandwiches and coffee hour. Sign-ups are on the kiosk 
in the parish hall.  

 

St. John’s Intercession List: Peg Cremin, Michele Del Vecchio, Dolores Ormsbee, Méabh Ní Bhuinneáin, Paul 
Mouratidis, Nicole Newhouse and Family, Marsha White, Rick Kopka, Claire Stahler, Jennifer Morris, Carole Secrest, 
Tyler March, Chris Klosterman, Sereda Feener, Alex, Lynn Runnells, Alex Furth, Simeon Teitelbaum, Miriam 
Teitelbaum, Debra Ketchopulos, Rita Peritore, Jim and Mary Drogan, the Baxter Family, Len Berry, Ellen, Ginga 
Graves and Patrick DeMuller, Wayne Martin, Hope and Lily Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, Nate Mook, Ernie 
Runnells, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, DeeDee Bedford, Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Becki 
Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Connor Macauley, 
Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming.   

Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com  
 

“You are the healing” 

 
 

 

 


