
 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost—September 18, 2022, 9:30 am   SUNDAY NEWS  
 Readings: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1, Psalm 79:1-9, 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13 
Prelude:                                                   

The Word of God 
Opening Hymn #408 (Blue Hymnal 1982) “Sing praise to God who reigns above”’ 

Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
People  Glory to God for ever and ever.  
 
Song of Praise #245 (LEVAS) “We have come 

into His house”’  
1. We have come into His house 

and gathered in His name to worship Him, 
   We have come into His house 

and gathered in His name to worship Him, 
   We have come into His house 

and gathered in His name to worship Christ, 
the Lord, 

   Worship Him, Christ, the Lord. 
2. So forget about yourself and 

concentrate on Him and worship Him . . .  
3. Let us lift up holy hands and 

magnify His name and worship Him . . . 
 

Celebrant God is with you 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray together the collect 

of the day:  
Give us, we pray you gentle 

God, a mind forgetful of past injury, 
a will to seek the good in others 

and a heart of love; 
for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen.      
(NZPB) 

 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
My joy is gone, grief is upon me, 
 my heart is sick. 
Hark, the cry of my poor people 
 from far and wide in the land: 
"Is the Lord not in Zion? 
 Is her King not in her?" 
("Why have they provoked me to anger with 

their images, 
 with their foreign idols?") 
"The harvest is past, the summer is ended, 

 and we are not saved." 
For the hurt of my poor people I am hurt, 
 I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. 
Is there no balm in Gilead? 
 Is there no physician there? 
Why then has the health of my poor people 
 not been restored? 
O that my head were a spring of water, 
 and my eyes a fountain of tears, 
so that I might weep day and night 
 for the slain of my poor people! 



    Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 79:1-9 

  
 

1 O God, the heathen have come into your inheritance; 
they have profaned your holy / temple; *—pause— 
they have made Jerusalem a \ heap of rubble. 
2 They have given the bodies of your servants as food for the birds of the / air, *—pause— 
and the flesh of your faithful ones to the \ beasts of the field. 
3 They have shed their blood like water on every side of Je/rusalem, *—pause— 
and there was no \ one to bury them. 
4 We have become a reproach to our / neighbors, *—pause— 
an object of scorn and derision to \ those around us. 
5 How long will you be angry, O / Lord? *—pause— 
will your fury blaze like \ fire for ever? 
6 Pour out your wrath upon the heathen who have not / known you *—pause— 
and upon the kingdoms that have not \ called upon your Name. 
7 For they have devoured / Jacob *—pause— 
and made his \ dwelling a ruin. 
8 Remember not our past sins; 
let your compassion be swift to / meet us; *—pause— 
for we have been \ brought very low. 
9 Help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of your / Name; *—pause— 
deliver us and forgive us our sins, \ for your Name's sake. 
 

Second Reading:  1 Timothy 2:1-7 
First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings 

and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth. For--there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and 
humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all-- this was attested at the right 
time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of 
the Gentiles in faith and truth. 

   Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God.  

Music   

Alleluia   
 
 
 
Gospel  Luke 16:1-13 
  Acclamation before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ 
Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that 

this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to him, `What is this that I hear 
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.' 



Then the manager said to himself, `What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from 
me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I 
am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.' So, summoning his master's debtors 
one by one, he asked the first, `How much do you owe my master?' He answered, `A hundred jugs of olive 
oil.' He said to him, `Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.' Then he asked another, `And how 
much do you owe?' He replied, `A hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him, `Take your bill and make it 
eighty.' And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the 
children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 
welcome you into the eternal homes. 

"Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest 
also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your 
own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
Sermon or Reflection Time        The Rev. Anne Deneen 
Offertory Hymn #686 (1982 Hymnal), “Come, thou fount” 
Communion Music     

Final Hymn #594 (1982 Hymnal), “God of grace and God of glory” 
Postlude             
 

Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

 
 
 

Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: Sept 18, 2022 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy” Sunday at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 
location: 1 646 558 8656  

 
Welcome to the Rev. Anne Deneen, Lutheran Pastor.  We are delighted to have her with us today.  Please 

welcome her! 
 
New Thrift Shop Assistant: Introducing Michele Del Vecchio, our new Thrift Shop Assistant. Michele will be in the 

shop on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10-2. Please come down to meet her when the shop is open. 
 
The Fair is Coming! St. John's Village Fair will take place this year on Saturday November 19th from 9am-2pm. 

Please share your ideas with Gwen Kopka (978-290-2391) or Dori Mottola (978-985-6964). 
 
Pastor Lise away this week.  Pastor Lise will be attending a CREDO conference (clergy wellness retreat) in North 

Carolina from Sept 12-19. She will return to St. John’s on September 21. For pastoral concerns, please reach 
out to the wardens, Karen Kasper or Ellen Sibley.  

 
Stewardship Webinar, this Wednesday, Sept 21:  Want to help the church pledge drive this year?  Sign up for 

“Shape Up Your Stewardship! Best Practices for 2022 Campaigns” from 6:30-8 p.m. via Zoom. Register for this 
free, virtual event here: https://tinyurl.com/bdz8jpy4 and let the wardens or Lise know! 

 



The Interfaith Climate Justice Retreat, Sept 28:  Entitled “Befriending Earth, Befriending Each Other,” the creation 
retreat will take place on Wednesday, Sept. 28th from 10-5 at the Eastern Point Retreat House. For more 
information, see the flyer in the FYI.  Cost is $60 and includes lunch. Pastor Lise will help facilitate.   

 
Gathering of Faith Communities at Wellspring House, Friday, October 6, 5-6:30 pm.  Want to represent St. John’s 

and learn more about Wellspring and its offerings to unhoused and struggling people of Gloucester? Soup 
and light refreshments.  RSVP by Sept 26 to Anne-Marie Anderson, amanderson@wellspringhouse.org  

 
Regal Rummage and Thrift Stop:  Open Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10 to 2.  Volunteers welcome.  Your 

gently used but no longer needed clothes, household items, craft supplies and furniture can find a new home 
by donation! 

 
Sunday, Sept. 11 was “What If” Sunday. Keep reading to the bottom of this document to see the “What If’s” that 

people came up with.  

 
 

Vestry Notes for September 13th, 2022  
 
 The Parish Profile, an important part of the search process, is in the final stage of editing.  When 

complete and approved by the Vestry, the profile will be available for review and comment by 
the Parish before submission to the Diocese.  Opportunities to review the profile will be 
announced in the FYI in the coming weeks. 

  
 The Vestry is forming a Nominating Committee to develop a slate of nominees for Vestry and 

other leadership positions in advance of the Annual Meeting in January.  The Nominating 
Committee is a short term assignment for the next several months and the committee needs 
help in identifying candidates for the positions of Warden, Vestry and representatives to the 
Deanery. Please contact the Wardens if you are willing to serve on the Nominating Committee 
or are interested in serving in one of the leadership positions.  

 
 The Stewardship Campaign, headed by Katharine Newhouse and Geoff Pope, needs one or two 

more members for this important work. The campaign will start next month and Pastor Lise has 
some new ideas for this year’s campaign.  Please speak to Katharine or Geoff or one of the 
Wardens and join the committee to work on this necessary part of our community at St. John’s. 

  
 This year’s Middle Street Walk will be held on December 10th and St. John’s will host a 

Children’s Choir Concert organized by the combined churches of Gloucester.  Look for more 
details in the FYI.  

 
 The Holiday Fair at St. John’s will be on November 19th.   Look for updates in the FYI each week.  

Featured for sale at the Fair will be baked goods including cookies and pies , crafts, Christmas 
decorations, a Silent Auction, and a Raffle for gift certificates at your favorite spots around 
town.     

 

 
 



The 15th Sunday after Pentecost —  September 18, 2022 
   

  Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
  Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Anne Deneen, Guest Pastor 
   Lector Dori Mottola 
   LEM Claudette Chmura 
   Acolyte Karen Kasper  
   Usher Tom Chmura 
    Musicians The Congregation, Eileen Hunt, Organist 
   Altar Guild Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
   Flower Guild Rosemary Sullivan 
 
Action Shelter Sandwiches were provided by Gwen Kopka and Mary Jane Sawyer this weekend. 
 
Please sign up for future dates including flower and lamp, Action Sandwiches and coffee hour. Sign ups are 

on the kiosk in the parish hall.  
 
St. John’s Intercession List: Panayiota Mouratidis, Pandora Gorman, Elizabeth Whitney Fagan, Debra 

Ketchopulos, Rita Peritore, Dawn Tesorero, Jim and Mary Drogan, the Baxter Family, Deneice, Len Berry, 
Ellen, Ginga Graves and Patrick DeMuller, Wayne Martin, Hope Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, Nate 
Mook, Lily Newhouse, Ace Newhouse, Charlie Bishop, Rosemary Sullivan, Cecily Merrill, Ernie Runnells, 
Marjorie Fergusson, Sarah Hackett, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, Laurie Brown, the Featherstone 
family, DeeDee Bedford, Pat Earle, Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Lynn Runnells, Laura, Becki 
Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Sereda Feener, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia 
Anders, Meghan, David Arnold, Connor Macauley, Patti Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming. 

 Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
 
SJC Congregation Questions from Sunday (9/11/22) What if . . .  
 
• Our first response could be loving?  

• We really sought the kingdom of God and its righteousness?  

• We had radical hospitality?  

• The “Way of Love” truly happened?  



• We prayed more?  

• We were willing to be more active and receptive of love?  

• We had no concern for budget?  

• Our church gave away its endowment?  

• We had no church building?  

• Brett had not left?  

• We had no priest?  

• We weren’t Episcopalians?  

• The unchurched returned to the church?  

• The church became relevant to people again?  

• We brought God’s Spirit to the people?  

• We could build up the faith of people?  

• We realized that if we don’t keep the faith, bad is the result?  

• We could make the church more accessible?  

• We opened our church to the community to talk about Jesus and learn about the faith?  

• We kept the front door open during the week and had someone in the sanctuary to talk with?  

• We put out a welcome banner/sign in front of SJC on Middle Street?  

• We had more furniture in front of the church?  

• We actively participated in Gloucester’s 400th anniversary?  

• We visited one another in our homes?  

• Once a month, people shared stories of their spiritual lives instead of a sermon?  

• We related the gospel to meeting the needs of the community?  

• We had worship once a week in the summer on the beach or the Boulevard/Promenade with music?  

• We held a joint service with the Rockport Episcopal Church, alternating between churches?  

• We revived service trips and pilgrimages?  

• We created opportunities to play together?  

• We celebrated Mardi Gras with a party?  

• We hired a step-dance instructor and danced together?  

• We had a blessing of all animals and sea creatures?  

• We held a fund-raiser to fix the parking lot?  

• We held a pancake breakfast/spaghetti dinner for the community?  

• We hosted Thanksgiving dinner for homeless and invited the community to help?  



• We geared programs toward new parents, newly divorced, bereaved, etc., with regular lectures, dinners, 

and maybe coordinate with other churches?  

• We inventoried resources available to low-income families besides housing, food pantry, thrift shop?  

• We had an LGBTQ support group and retreat?  

• We partnered with the LGBTQ health clinic?  

• We shared our space with other faith groups?  

• We walked through downtown giving out a treat (like cookies)?  

• We exchanged choirs with another church a few Sundays a year?  

• Our choir was Anglican-cathedral caliber?  

• The choir and congregation sang Christmas carols in downtown Gloucester?  

• Our choir and music were more diverse?  

• We sang in nursing homes and hospital?  

• We invited Cape Ann music teachers to hold their recitals in our church?  

• We had no singing in the church?  

• We could communicate the gospel to young people?  

• We engaged high school volunteers?  

• We engaged the younger population with music and worship geared toward them that helped them with 

emotional and mental health issues?  

• We had young musicians from the community or high school put together music for a Sunday service?  

• Our church was suddenly full of young people of all ages?  

• We had a family fair with music, games, and pizza to draw in children?  

• Our church school reopened?  

• We connected with local college students from Gordon and Endicott?  

• We made places for the community to play together?  

• We could learn to disagree without demonizing others?  

• We could be more mindful of our language?  

• All of Cape Ann took climate change seriously?  

• We as a society decided that homelessness was something to solve?  

• We could create a truly just society?  

• No one sought God?  

• All people went to the same church?  

• All churchgoers were women or men?  

• Everyone had a fresh start?  



• Everyone was healthy?  

• We could keep everyone mentally strong?  

• We had a pastor who was at least partly indigenous to Central America, who could invite immigrants who 

live near our church to a Sunday service in Spanish?  

• The Bruins won the Stanley Cup next season?  

• All guns disappeared?  

• Resources were divided equally among all people?  

• We got serious about doing something about global warming?  

• We had peace in the world, country, community?  

• We were twenty years younger! 

 


