
  Palm Sunday—April 2, 2023 SUNDAY NEWS  
 

Prelude:  Congregational practice of “Ride on, Jesus Ride” (music below) 
 

We then gather in the church yard on Middle Street for the blessing of the grasses. 
 

Liturgy of the Palms [Native Plants] 
 

Celebrant  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 

Celebrant  Let us pray…Be with us, God, as we enter Holy Week and accompany Jesus into Jerusalem and 
through his death and resurrection.  Open us to the suffering that is in and around us, so that 
we may be ready to receive the immense hope and salvation that you offer to us through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11             Acclamation before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ  
When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say 
this, `The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, "Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, 
                                                                  and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their 
cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 
were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
                             Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were saying, 
"This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 Acclamation after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant  It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in 
triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their garments and branches 
of palm along his way.  Let these native grasses be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we 
who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to 
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.   

 

Celebrant  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant  Father/Mother God, whose most dear Son came to joy only after pain, and entered your glory 
only after crucifixion: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none 
other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Let us go forth in peace. 
People In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

We proceed to our seats singing the hymn “Ride on, Jesus, ride” on the following page: 



 
 
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People   God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 
The Collect:  Jesus, your humble truth challenged the powers of the world, and when they turned on you,   
                        you resisted their violence with compassion, their hatred with forgiveness.  
                        Build us up as a community of courage and resistance; 
                        help us to walk in your way and work to transform your world.  Amen.   (MLH) 
 
Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
Psalm 31:9-16 Please join in singing the verses as directed In te, Domine, speravi 



 
 

 
 
Cantor:  Have 

mercy on me, O, for I am in / trou-ble; * 
        my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and / my bel-ly. 
Lectern:  For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with /sigh-ing; * my strength fails me 

because of affliction, and my bones / are con-sumed. 
Organ:  I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, a dismay to those 

of my ac-/quaint-ance;* when they see me in the street they / a-void me. 
Lectern:    I am forgotten like a dead man, / out of mind; * I am as useless as a bro-/ken pot. 
Organ:       For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is / all a-round; *  
         they put their heads together against me; they plot to take / my life. 
Lectern:       But as for me, I have trusted in you, O/ LORD.* I have said, "You / are my God. 
Organ:       My times are in your / hand; * 
        rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who per-/se-cute me. 
ALL:               Make your face to shine upon your / ser-vant, * and in your loving-kind-/ness save me." 
  

Introduction and Passion Reading: Matthew 26:14- 27:66 
Anthem:   What Wondrous Love Charles Dupree 

 

Offertory Hymn  “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet” to the tune of Kingsfold, Hymnal #480 
1. No tramp of soldiers’ marching feet 
With banners and with drums, 
No sound of music’s martial beat: 
“The King of glory comes!” 
To greet what pomp of kingly pride 
No bells in triumph ring, 
No city gates swing open wide: 
“Behold, behold your King!”  

  
2. And yet he comes, The children cheer; 
With palms his path is strewn. 
With ev’ry step the cross draws near: 
The King of glory’s throne. 
Astride a colt he passes by 
As loud hosannas ring, 
Or else the very stones would cry: 
“Behold, behold your King!” 

3. What fading flow’rs his road adorn;  
The palms, how soon laid down!   
No bloom or leaf but only thorn  
The King of glory’s crown. 
The soldiers mock, the rabble cries,  
The streets with tumult ring, 
As Pilate to the mob replies: 
“Behold, behold your King!” 
 
4. Now he, who bore for mortals’ sake 
The cross and all its pains 
And chose a servant’s form to take, 
The King of glory reigns. 
Hosanna to the Savior’s Name 
Till heaven’s rafters ring, 
And all the ransomed host proclaim: 
“Behold, behold your King!” 
 Timothy Dudley-Smith, b 1926 © 1984 Hope Publishing 

   

Communion Hymn “Jesus, Remember Me”  Taizé  
  Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.  (Repeat) 
Final Hymn #474 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “When I survey the wondrous cross” 
Postlude:             Chorale Prelude on “O World, I Must Leave Thee”   Johannes Brahms (Op. 122, no. 11)
  

 

Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission. 



 

Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: April 2, 2023 
Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy,” TODAY, Sundays at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 
Dial by location: 1 646 558 8656.  

 

Easter flower envelopes are in the pews and in the office. Please return by TOMORROW. 
Holy Week Services:  

Maundy Thursday, April 6, hand washing, Eucharist, altar stripping, 7 pm 
Good Friday, April 7:  Stations of the Cross, 12N (St. John’s) 
         Ecumenical Prayer Walk for the World, 1 pm, Fisherman’s Memorial 
        Good Friday Liturgy, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Lanesville, 7 pm 
Holy Saturday, April 8, Easter Vigil, 7 pm, followed by dessert-apalooza—please bring a dessert!  
Easter Day, April 9. Festival Eucharist with choir and trumpet, 9:30 am               

 

Coming Up: Visioning Team Meeting, Sunday, April 16, 11 am.  
  Vestry Meeting:  Tuesday, April 18, 7 pm, in person and by Zoom.  
  Memorial Service for Sarah Hackett:  Saturday, May 13, 10:30 am  
 

Earth Day Interfaith Gathering, Saturday, April 22, 10:30.  Good Harbor Beach clean-up followed by an interfaith 
ritual of gratitude, lament, and hope.  Gather near the end of the foot-path onto Good Harbor Beach. 

 

Palm Sunday—April 2, 2023 
 Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
 Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
 Lector Claudette Chmura 
                                              Passion Readers         Naomi Astyk, Patricia Anders, Doug Parsons, Alex  Garcia-Mata,                                                                             

                                                               Claudette Chmura, Rick Britton, Carolyn Stewart, Geoff Pope 
 Acolyte Sue Lupo 
 LEM Claudette Chmura 
 Ushers Tom Chmura and Connie DeSimone 
 Musicians The Congregation, the Choir, Joe Stoddard, Music Director 
 Altar Guild Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
 Flower Guild Rosemary Sullivan and Gwen Kopka 
 
Coffee Hour today is hosted by Team 1, Gwen Kopka and Kim Prentice. 
 

St. John’s Intercession List: Peg Cremin, Michele Del Vecchio, Dolores Ormsbee, Méabh Ní Bhuinneáin, Paul Mouratidis, 
Nicole Newhouse and Family, Marsha White, Claire Stahler, Jennifer Morris, Carole Secrest, Tyler March, Chris Klosterman, 
Sereda Feener, Alex, Lynn Runnells, Alex Furth, Simeon Teitelbaum, Miriam Teitelbaum, Debra Ketchopulos, Rita Peritore, 
Jim and Mary Drogan, the Baxter Family, Len Berry, Ellen, Wayne Martin, Hope and Lily Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, 
Nate Mook, Ernie Runnells, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, DeeDee Bedford, Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, 
Becki Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Connor Macauley, 
Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming. 
 Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 
 
Action Shelter Sandwiches were provided by Bob and Carolyn Stewart this weekend.  
Please sign up for future dates including flower and lamp sign ups which are on the kiosk in the parish hall.  
Food Bank: donations of any items are welcome as long as they have not expired 



 


