
Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts 
Online worship PDF—Announcements are below on p. 13 

February 13, 2022—The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

WELCOME! 
 
Whether you are a regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope you 
will enjoy our fellowship! Come and check us out! Children are always welcome at 
worship in St. John’s Church! 
 
First time in our Church? Our worship here may seem very familiar, or it may seem 
bewildering! If the second is true for you, RELAX, there is nothing that you can do by 
accident that will cause offense! Ask an usher, watch your neighbors, go with the 
flow. Please fill out a card in the pew to let us know who you are. 
 
Restrooms are at the far end of the building from our worship space on three levels. 
Exit the door opposite the organ and follow the signs. 
 
Children of all ages are welcome in church. We want children and parents to enjoy 
church and we support you in doing what you need to do toward that goal. It's OK 
for children to sound like children; we won't be offended.  
 
Access Needs: If you would find it easier to receive Holy Communion in your pew, 
please speak to an usher. We have gluten-free wafers available, let the priest know.   
 
Covid Update: St. John's has taken steps to keep all worshipers safe from Covid. 
We have installed air purifiers and are keeping people spaced in the pews. We 
have suspended coffee hour for the near future.  Please do you part to keep 
yourself and others healthy: Keep masked (over mouth and nose) and distanced 
while inside the building at all times. If you'd like to chat with others, do so in the 
sanctuary or outside before or following worship. If you should test positive for 
Covid in the days after attending church, please report this confidentially to Pastor 
Lise or the church office. Let us continue to be good neighbors and a supportive 
community. 

 
 
 

 
To participate fully in our worship you will need this booklet and, for the hymns, The 
Hymnal 1982 (blue and in the pew racks in front of you) and Wonder, Love, and Praise 
(green paperbound at the pew ends).  
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Voluntary Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 

Hymn 423  St. Denio 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,  
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,  
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,  
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise.  

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,  
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;  
thy justice like mountains high soaring above  
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.  

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree, 
then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee. 

4 Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light, 
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render: O help us to see 
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee. 

Words: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908 (alt.) 
Music: ST DENIO John Roberts, 1822-1877 

 
Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People   Glory to God for ever and ever! 
 
Celebrant  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray  

God of the hungry, 
make us hunger and thirst for the right, 
till our thirst for justice has been satisfied 
and hunger has gone from the earth. 
This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (NZPB) 

 
Please be seated for the readings and stand for the hymns and the Gospel. 
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First Reading  Jeremiah 17:5-10 
Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh 
their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in 
the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places 
of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed are those who trust in the 
Lord, whose trust is the Lord. They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out 
its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay 
green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit. The 
heart is devious above all else; it is perverse— who can understand it? I the Lord test 
the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, according to the 
fruit of their doings. 

 
  response after the reading: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 1 Please join in singing the verses on your side Beatus vir 
 We observe a breath—pause in the middle of the verse. 

 

Cantor: 1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the / wicked, 
*—pause— 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats \ of the scornful! 

Organ: 2 Their delight is in the law / of the Lord, *—pause— 
and they meditate on \ his law day and night. 

Lectern: 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,   
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not / wither; *—
pause— 
     everything they \ do shall prosper. 

Organ: 4 It is not so with the wicked; *—pause— 
they are like chaff which the \ wind blows away. 

Lectern: 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when / judgment 
comes, *—pause— 
nor the sinner in the council \ of the righteous. 

All: 6 For the Lord knows the way of the / righteous, *—pause— 
but the way of the \ wicked is doomed. 

 



5 
 

Second Reading     1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there 
is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has 
not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in 
vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, 
because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true 
that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been 
raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 
sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 
died. 

  response after the reading: Thanks be to God. 
Please stand and sing the Gospel Hymn  
N.B. St. 3 contains some archaic words and means something like this: “and we, the 
full, rid our excess into a heap.” 
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Holy Gospel Please turn and face the Book of the Gospels Luke 6:17-26 

Acclamation before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of 
Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and 
those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were 
trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours 
is the kingdom of God. “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. “Blessed are you when people 
hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the 
Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in 
heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. “But woe to you who are 
rich, for you have received your consolation. “Woe to you who are full now, for you 
will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and 
weep. “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to 
the false prophets. 

Acclamation after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Sermon The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 

Please stand for singing the Creed 
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Prayers of the People  Adapted from Ormande Plater 
 

Presider  
Clothed in the beauty of Christ, let us approach the Lord with prayers for all peoples.  
 

Intercessor For the church of Jesus Christ in every place, and this gathered congregation.  
Lord, have mercy.  

 

For Alan and Gayle, our bishops, for priests, deacons, and all who minister in Christ.  
Lord, have mercy.  

 

For this country, for all nations and their leaders, and for those who seek justice.  
Lord, have mercy.  

 

For all those in danger and need: the sick and the suffering, prisoners, captives,  
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and their families, the hungry, homeless, and oppressed. 
Lord, have mercy.  

 

For the dying and the dead.  
Lord, have mercy.  

 

For ourselves, our families, and those we love.  
Lord, have mercy.  

 

For Earth and its intricate web of creatures that supports all life.  
Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all on our hearts, whom we name silently or aloud: (open space is kept)  
Lord, have mercy. 

 

Remembering the blessed Virgin Mary, John, and all the saints,  
let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ.  

To you, O Lord.  
 

Presider  O God, who sent Jesus among us, hear the prayers of your people, and make  
us into new wine for the glory of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.   
People And also with you.  
 

Announcements    
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A Eucharistic Prayer after the Celtic Tradition Jenifer Phillips 2010 
Celebrant  God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
We give thanks and praise to you, O God the One in three: One in wisdom as you 
created all that is, one in goodness as you spoke the word of life to your creatures, 
one in blessing as you saved us from sin, evil and death; that we have failed to love 
you as we ought, we acknowledge; Good Judge, pardon us; that we have not served 
your people, we confess; Good Shepherd, have mercy on us; that we do not resist 
evil, we repent; Good Savior, deliver us. 
 

We bless you for strengthening us by the witness of our ancestors: by the blood of 
martyrs, the constancy of exiles, the fortitude of prophets, the holiness of life of those 
who have gone before us; We bless you for giving Blessed Mary and John and all the 
saints as our companions at work and at table; We bless you for armoring us with 
light for the work of justice and for encircling us with your constant love;  
 

And so we raise our voices in the endless hymn of praise we share with all the saints 
and with angels and archangels as we say: 
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Holy One, bless to us all our actions and desires, all our learnings, and the yearnings 
of our hearts. 
 

Above all, we bless you for blessing us through your Child Jesus, born of Mary our 
sister, and the Holy Spirit; for sanctifying our bodies and our lives through Jesus 
Christ, who sat at supper with his friends and took bread, blessed, broke and gave it 
to them all saying, "Take, eat: This is my body which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine and said, "Drink this all of you: This is the 
Blood of the New Covenant poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again! 

 

And we lift up to you, along with all our lives, these gifts of bread and wine. Send the 
fire of your Spirit upon them that they may be for us the very Body and Blood of 
Christ; enkindle us also with the light of your Spirit that we may show you forth to 
all the world, that every corner of creation may be filled with the radiance of your 
delight and design. 
 

Send us forth, in the name of the Three, in the company of the saints, in the enfolding 
of the One, to serve your people and offer you praise, by, with, and in Jesus Christ 
our Savior, today and always. AMEN. 
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The bread is broken. 
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© 2003 Mark Edward Nelson. B. 1957 mark.edward.nelson@gmail.com Used with permission. 

 
The gifts of God for you, the people of God. 
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Final Prayer— Common Worship, Church of England 
Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing: Holy eternal Majesty, 
 Holy incarnate Word, 
 Holy abiding Spirit, 
 Bless you now and for evermore. Amen 
 
Final Hymn 782 in the green hymnal supplement Wonder, Love, and Praise Abbot’s Leigh 

1 Gracious Spirit, give your servants  
joy to set sin’s captives free,  
hope to heal the brokenhearted,  
peace to share love’s liberty.  
Through us bring your balm of gladness  
to the wounded and oppressed;  
help us claim and show God’s favor  
as a people called and blessed.  

2 Word made flesh, who gave up glory  
to become our great high priest,  
taking on our human nature  
to redeem the last and least:  
let your courage and compassion  
shape and guide our ministries;  
as our Savior and our Shepherd,  
lead us to the truth that frees.  

3 Loving God, who birthed creation  
from the nothingness of space,  
kindling life where all was empty,  
turning chaos into grace:  
when we feel confused and fruitless,  
dawn upon our restless night;  
give us faith’s imagination,  
hope’s renewing, love’s delight.  

 



14 
 

4 Triune God, eternal Being,  
never ending, unbegun,  
boundless grace and perfect justice,  
righteous and forgiving One:  
so enfold us in your mercy  
that our wills and yours unite;  
through us may the world behold you,  
find your love, your truth, your light. 
Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) 
© 1997 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission.  
Music: Abbot’s Leigh, Cyril Vincent Taylor (1907-) 
© 1942, 1970 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission.  

The Dismissal   
Celebrant Let us go forth in the power of Christ's love.  
People   Thanks be to God.  
 
Voluntary  Herr Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend BWV 632 J. S. Bach 
 
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License 
#A-715980. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used 
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: February 13, 2022 

Worship Options: We will continue to worship in one service of Eucharist at 9:30 am through 
February, open to in-person worshippers and also livestreamed on Facebook. The YouTube link 
for the service and written sermon will be sent out on Tuesday. Coffee hour is currently 
suspended.  

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy,” TODAY, Sundays at noon, and will continue at that time 
through February. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by location: 1 646 558 8656  

If you missed the Annual Meeting, you can view the meeting here: 
https://tinyurl.com/SJGAnnual.  

Next Vestry Meeting This Tuesday February 15@7 pm via Zoom.  

Thrift Shop Two-for-One Sale Starts Wednesday! The Thrift Shop will be open Wednesdays and 
Saturdays,  10-2. Two-for-one sale runs February 16 until mid-March (or stock runs out)! 

The Souper Bowl of Caring Returns! Every Sunday through the end of February, we will be taking 
up an extra collection for the Souper Bowl to fund a donation to the Open Door Food Pantry. 
Please consider giving whatever you can. You can also send in a check with “Souper Bowl” on the 
memo line, or use our web site donation page: stjohnsgloucester.org/giving to donate with your 
credit/debit card or Paypal. (If you do this, please send an email to Elizabeth confirming that the 
donation is for the Souper Bowl.) Or you can call the office and we can also run your credit card. 
Thank you so much 

Ash Wednesday is March 2nd. There will be two services, one at noon, without music, and one at 
7:00 pm with music, which will also be live-streamed.   

Lenten Focus on “Systemic Sin.”  This year, during Lent, we will look beyond just personal failings 
to reflect on “the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God” 
(Service of Holy Baptism) and of which we are a part. Some of these are racism, economic 
disparities/poverty, materialism, militarism, and environmental destruction. If you would like to 
briefly share your reflections on one of these areas—how you personally are aware of the evil 
and feel your complicity in it AND see the larger forces that make it hard to change—for maybe 3 
minutes on a Sunday in Lent, please reach out to Pastor Lise.  

Church Cracked Open: There are 2 copies of the book The Church Cracked Open in the church 
office, available to borrow and read. You can hear a compelling conversation with the author 
here: https://tinyurl.com/cracked-open  
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The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany—February 13, 2021 

 Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
 Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
 Reader Geoff Pope 
 Acolyte/LEM Alex Garcia-Mata 
 Usher Bill Melvin 
 Musician Mark Nelson, Music Director & Organist 
 Altar Guild Karen Kasper & Melanie Murray-Brown 
 Flower Guild DeeDee Bedford 

The Altar Flowers today are in memory of Jennifer Harrison McNamara on her birthday given by 
Nancy Harrison and Family. 

St. John’s Intercession List: Charlie Bishop, Rosemary Sullivan, Cecily Merrill, Ernie Runnells, Barker 
family, Baxter family, Marjorie Fergusson, Sarah Hackett, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, 
Laurie Brown, the Featherstone family, Audrey Gordon Goldman, DeeDee Bedford, Pat Earle, 
Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Lynn Runnells, Laura, Becki Pedersen, Gene Cadman, Anne 
Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Sereda Feener, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, 
Meghan, David Arnold, Connor Macauley, Mary McIntyre, Patti Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, John 
Fleming.  

Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 

2022 sign-ups for Lamp/Flowers are in the parish hall. 

Food Bank: donations of any items are welcome as long as they have not expired 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church—StJohnsGloucester.org 
48 Middle Street, Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-5795 

Parish Office Telephone: 978-283-1708 
WiFi password:  48MiddleSt  

Alan McIntosh Gates, Bishop of Mass. & Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan 
The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest Wardens: Karen Kasper, Ellen Sibley 
Mark Edward Nelson, Music Director  Clerk: Joan Gorga 
Elizabeth de Veer, Parish Administrator Treasurer: Sue Lupo, Assistant Treasurer: Geoff Pope 
Marge Bishop, Church Assistant VESTRY 
Pandora Gorman, Interim Thrift Shop Manager 2023 – Katharine Newhouse, Jane Ward, Carol Ann Zapustas 
Staff e-mail: first name+@stjohnsgloucester.org 2024 – Doug Parsons, Janet Knott, Melanie Murray-Brown 
 2025 – Steve Jencks, Dori Mottola 


