
 
SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH GLOUCESTER MASSACHUSETTS 

 
www.StJohnsGloucester.org 

 
August 22, 2021 The Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

 

Welcome  
 

 
 

Carved stone at Trinity Church, Boston. The descending dove symbolizes the Holy Spirit and the 
grape vines symbolize Jesus. Photo: Anne Richardson, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a 

project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. Creative Commons Attribution 
 

We are grateful for the presence of guest priest, the Rev. Janie Donohue as 
celebrant and preacher this morning!  
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Please wear a mask inside the church for the safety of yourself and others. In this 
way you show your loving care for those you worship with. Singing is allowed for 
those who are fully vaccinated. We will also do our best to maintain social 
distancing. If you’re not feeling well please stay home! 
 

Expectations for receiving communion: 
• An usher will direct each individual or family group to receive communion. 

Individuals will be directed one by one and family groups will be brought up 
together. 

• Masks are worn while approaching the Communion station. 
• The wafer will be dropped into the palm of the one receiving. The 

communicant will step away to a place where their mask can be safely removed 
to consume the host.  

• Masks will be again worn for the remainder of the service. 
 

Be you a regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope you will enjoy our 
fellowship! St John’s worship, Sunday Adult Forums, and other programs are always 
open to everyone. Come and check us out! Children are always welcome at worship in St. 
John’s Church! 
 

For some visitors our customs are very familiar, for others they are completely new. If you 
are among the latter group, RELAX, there is nothing that you can do by accident that will 
cause offense! Ask an usher, watch your neighbors, go with the flow. Introduce yourself 
to our clergy and wardens.  
 

Restrooms: There are three: one on each level at the far end of the building from our 
worship space. Exit the door opposite the organ and follow the signs. 
 

Children in Church: Children of all ages are welcome in church. We want children and 
parents to enjoy church and we support you in doing what you need to do toward that 
goal. It's OK for children to sound like children; we won't be offended. Please use the play 
area at the front of the pews on the right, or the Thompson Room, at any time, no matter 
what part of the service is going on, if they will help you or your child(ren). The Thompson 
Room has a table, chairs, couches, carpeted space, and a PA system that will let you hear 
what is going on in church. Nursing mothers may breastfeed there or in church. Your 
child’s comfort, safety, and well-being are your proper concern, and we support you in 
fulfilling that obligation. 
 

Access Needs: If you need help at the step leading up to the altar or would find it easier 
to receive Holy Communion in your pew, please speak to an usher. Hearing Assistance 
devices are also available. If you would like to try one out, please speak to an usher.  
 

Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from 
OneLicense.net, #A-715980. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture 
quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved worldwide. 
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But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him Habakkuk 2:20 

Voluntary A Mighty Fortress Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
 

Please stand for the hymn.  
 

Hymn 509    Nun danket all und bringet Ehr 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People And also with you. 

Celebrant    Let us pray. Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being 
gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your power among 
all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Please be seated for the readings 
First Reading   1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43 

Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders 
of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. Then 
the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, in the inner 
sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the wings of the 
cherubim. And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the 
house of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the 
cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly 
of Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven. He said, “O Lord, God of Israel, 
there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant 
and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you with all their heart, the 
covenant that you kept for your servant my father David as you declared to him; 
you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with your hand. 
Therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep for your servant my father David that which 
you promised him, saying, ‘There shall never fail you a successor before me to sit 
on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their way, to walk before me as 
you have walked before me.’ Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be 
confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father David. 
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“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven 
cannot contain you, much less this house that I have built! Regard your servant’s 
prayer and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that your 
servant prays to you today; that your eyes may be open night and day toward this 
house, the place of which you said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that you may heed 
the prayer that your servant prays toward this place. Hear the plea of your servant 
and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place; O hear in heaven your 
dwelling place; heed and forgive.  

“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant 
land because of your name —for they shall hear of your great name, your mighty 
hand, and your outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes and prays toward this 
house, then hear in heaven your dwelling place, and do according to all that the 
foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and 
fear you, as do your people Israel, and so that they may know that your name has 
been invoked on this house that I have built. 

Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God.  
A period of silent prayer follows the reading 

 
Psalm 84 Please join in singing the even verses. Quam dilecta! 

 
 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O / Lord of hosts! *—pause 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice \ in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
   and the swallow a nest where she may / lay her young; *—pause 

by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my \ King and my God. 

 

3 Happy are they who dwell / in your house! *—pause 
they will \ always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength / is in you! *—pause 
whose hearts are set \ on the pilgrims' way. 

 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a / place of springs, 
*—pause 
for the early rains have covered it with \ pools of water. 

6 They will climb from / height to height, *—pause 
and the God of gods will reveal him-\ self in Zion. 

 

7 Lord God of hosts, / hear my prayer; *—pause 
hearken, O \ God of Jacob. 
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8 Behold our defend-/ er, O God; *—pause 
and look upon the face of \ your Anointed. 

 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in / my own room, *—pause 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the \ tents of the wicked. 

10 For the Lord God is both / sun and shield; *—pause 
he will give \ grace and glory; 

 

11 No good thing will the / Lord withhold *—pause 
from those who walk \ with integrity. 

12 O Lord of / hosts, *—pause 
happy are they who \ put their trust in you! 

 
Second Reading   Ephesians 6:10-20 

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of 
God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our 
struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so 
that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to 
stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put 
on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will 
make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of 
faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep 
alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that 
when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the 
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 
declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God.  
A period of silent prayer follows the reading 

 

Please stand for the Hymn & the reading of the Gospel 
 

Hymn 561   Morning Light 
 

Holy Gospel  John 6:56-69 
Acclamation before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 
Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me 
will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that 
which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live 
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forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can 
accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said 
to them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. 
The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are 
some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did 
not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this 
reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 
him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

Acclamation after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

Homily  The Rev. Janie Donohue, guest clergy 
 
 

After a period of silence, we stand and sing The Apostles’ Creed: 
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Form VI  BCP p. 392 
The Leader and People pray responsively  
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  
Silence  
For all people in their daily life and work;  
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.  
 

For this community, the nation, and the world;  
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  
 

For the just and proper use of your creation;  
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;  
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.  
 

We pray for the Church of South America (Anglican Cycle of Prayer). We pray for 
Parishes of the Neponset River Deanery, Christ Church, Medway, St. Michael’s Church, 
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Milton, Grace Church Norwood, St. John’s Church, Sharon, and the Jubilee Ministries 
(Diocesan Cycle of Prayer).  
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;  
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.  
 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Alan and Gayle our Bishops; and for all 
bishops and other ministers, including our parish leadership in this transitory time; 
For all who serve God in his Church.  
 

For Adele Q. Ervin for whom the sanctuary lamp burns this week and the altar 
flowers are given today. For the special needs and concerns of this congregation 
that we name silently or aloud now. 
The People may add their own petitions.  
 

Hear us, Lord;  
For your mercy is great.  
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  
Silence 
The People may add their own thanksgivings  
 

We will exalt you, O God our King;  
And praise your Name for ever and ever.  
 

We pray for all who have died, especially Claire Lu Thomas (Lynn Runnells’ sister), 
Mary McCarl, Susan Richardson, and Lois Ann Johnson, that they may have a place 
in your eternal kingdom.  
Silence 
The People may add their own petitions  
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;  
Who put their trust in you.  
 

Celebrant: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.  
 
Silence may be kept. Leader and People  
 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  
in your compassion forgive us our sins,  
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone;  
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,  
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Celebrant: May Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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Celebrant:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you.  
Announcements (lead by one of the Wardens) 
 

Offertory Sentence 
Celebrant:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you.  
At the Offertory: Hymn 307 omit * stanzas Bryn Calfaria  
 
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A, Book of Common Prayer p. 361 

  

It is right, and a good and joyful 
thing, always and every- where 
to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; who on the first day 
of the week overcame death 
and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. 
Therefore, we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels 
and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated.  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Celebrant and People  Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

The Celebrant continues  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN.  
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And now, as our Savior taught us, we now pray,  

 
The Breaking of the Bread  
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Invitation: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Voluntary     
 
After all have received, a period of silence and reflection precedes the postcommunion rite 
 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing   
 

Hymn 334   Alles ist an Gottes Segen 
 

The Dismissal  
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
Voluntary Fugue in C Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
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Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: August 22, 2021 
 
Transition Update: First your wardens would like to thank all of you for your 
supportive emails and conversations, your engaged questions that brought out 
important points for discussion. You have all helped make this process into 
something we are all participating in together. 
  
We would also like to spend some time bringing you along on the journey to this 
point. This past April we all became aware of the news regarding Bret’s new 
posting. Karen and I got ready for the journey ahead by connecting with our 
Reginal Canon Marth Hubbard. As we familiarized ourselves with the steps 
ahead, Cannon Hubbard emphasized the importance of saying good-bye. We 
came together for this purpose not only to say farewell to Bret but to show each 
other the important ways we value each other as a community. 
  
The church was also beginning to re-open during this time. Much work and 
planning took place to provide a space that was safe. Needed supply priests were 
scheduled for each Sunday of the summer and the search for an interim priest 
began. We must go through a process which includes: reviewing the packet, 
hosing an interview with the wardens and then the vestry, then discussing and 
voting whether to go ahead with that particular candidate. Luckily for St. John’s 
our candidate went through each step successfully.  
  
We expect to finalize the contract with transitional minister next week and have 
the diocese sign off the week after. The search committee will then be formed and 
begin to do the important work of writing the parish profile Our work with the 
diocese search consultant will begin their work with us, and prepare us for a 
nationwide search for a new rector. There are many steps in this process and 
chances for all to be involved. Again thank you to all for your support and interest 
in this process. 
 
UPDATED COVID INSTRUCTIONS - PLEASE READ: We wanted to share the 
most updated information and restrictions coming from the Diocese. We wanted 
to reassure everyone that we have been following all these guidelines, the only 
real change is that masks are required for all indoor activities, which means we all 
must wear masks throughout the building at all times.  
  
1] NOW REQUIRED: Maintain physical distancing [6ft or more] between 
households at all indoor gatherings  
  
2] NOW REQUIRED: Mask wearing by everyone [except for children age 2 and 
under] at all indoor gatherings, including coffee hour unless it is outside.  
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3] NOW REQUIRED: COVID vaccination of all persons, clergy or lay, who are 
engaged in ministry with the most vulnerable, including children age 12 and 
under, homebound or immune-compromised persons, and those in hospitals and 
care facilities.  
  
It is strongly recommended that we remove all prayer books and hymnals and use 
worship leaflets instead. Singing and choral music is permitted, provided the 
mask requirement for indoor services is observed. Restrictions on the sharing of 
Holy Communion continue as we have been doing. We are monitoring the 
guidance from the CDC very closely and will keep you updated on any and all 
changes. - Karen and Ellen  
 
LIBRARY NEWS: Saint John’s library is now open for business!! The shelves have 
been dusted, old materials rerouted, and a new section on race and racism has 
been added to current categories. The new section on race and racism contains 
numerous titles addressing the issues facing us today, and are quite informative. 
Also, there are copies of an extensive list of resources (non-fiction and fiction 
books, websites, films). Please feel free to take a list home with you. Parishioners 
are welcomed and encouraged to browse the titles and borrow anything of 
interest. Procedures for borrowing books are posted for both the books on racism, 
(which are a separate check out section), and the other library titles. We hope you 
enjoy the rejuvenated library. If you have any questions or suggestions, please 
contact Connie DeSimone, connied21@comcast.net, or Claudette Chmura, 
cdmchmura@aol.com.  
 
Nancy Harrison is leaving! At the end of August, Nancy is moving to a beautiful, 
new Assisted Living home near her son in Princeton, NJ. We want to show how 
much we'll miss her at the Coffee Hour after the service on Sunday, August 29.  
 
2021 sign-ups for Lamp/Flowers are in the parish hall. 
 

St. John’s Intercession List: Jack Ketchopulos, Dede Souza, Norm Barr, Jacqueline 
Vannah, Howie Kasper, Laurie Brown, the Featherstone family, the Newhouse 
family, Anne and Katie Dailey, JP Ware, the Brody family, Audrey Gordon 
Goldman, Mr. and Mrs. LS St. Cloud, Amanda March, Fr. Brad and his wife Mary 
Jo Purdom, Lori Gordon, Audrey, Tatiana and Christopher Truitt, DeeDee 
Bedford, Katie Perry, Pat Earle, Gabby Marhoffer, Katherine Ceglarski, Michael 
Rocha, Liana Webb, Ernie Runnells, Laura, Becki Pedersen, Dan Dobbins, Gene 
Cadman, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Doug Fifield, Peter, Sheila 
Jones, Sereda Feener, Bette Mae Baxter, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, 
Meghan, David Arnold, Connor Macauley, Mary McIntyre, Patti Kelleher, Margie 
Sonthemier, Beni Rose, John Fleming. 
 Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 
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The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost—August 22, 2021 
 Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
 Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Janie Donohue, guest priest 
 Lector/intercessor Alex Garcia-Mata 
  Acolyte Sue Lupo  
 Lay Eucharistic Minister Claudette Chmura 
 Ushers Tom Chmura 
  Musician Mark Nelson, Music Director & Organist  
 Altar Guild   
 Flower Guild Fozzie Hill 
 

Food Bank for next week: Cereal 
 

Lemonade Hour Please sign up for future dates.  
 

Shelter Sandwiches are provided by Gwen Kopka & Mary Jane Sawyer  
 

Flowers are given & the Sanctuary Lamp burns this week as a birthday remembrance 
and in loving memory of Adele Q. Ervin, given by Catherine McGeary & Marge Bishop. 
 

 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sundays  EUCHARIST: 9 am Summer Schedule  
   Program Year: 8 & 10:30 (Sept. 12, 2021 to May 22, 2022) 
Mondays 9 am Ms. Fixits  
Wednesdays 7 am Men’s Bible Reflection  
   7 pm Fish City AA 
Thursdays 1pm Women’s Cursillo Reunion Group (1st and 3rd Thursdays)  
   4:30-5:45 Choir School on holiday ’til Sept 9 
   7-8 Parish Choir on holiday ’til Sept 9 
   7:30 pm- 8:30 pm AA 
Saturdays 7pm Big Book AA   

 
 

 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
StJohnsGloucester.org 

48 Middle Street, Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-5795 
Parish Office Telephone: 978-283-1708 

WiFi password:  48MiddleSt  
 
Alan McIntosh Gates, Bishop of Massachusetts & Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan 

 Wardens: Karen Kasper, Ellen Sibley 
Mark Edward Nelson, Music Director  Clerk: Joan Gorga 
Elizabeth de Veer, Parish Administrator Treasurer: Sue Lupo, Assistant Treasurer: Geoff Pope 
Marge Bishop, Church Assistant VESTRY 
Gwen Kopka, Interim Thrift Shop Manager 2022 – Patricia Anders, DeeDee Bedford, Errol Smikle 
Staff e-mail: first name+@stjohnsgloucester.org 2023 – Katharine Newhouse, Jane Ward, Carol Ann Zapustas 
 2024 – Doug Parsons, Janet Knott 


