
SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH GLOUCESTER MASSACHUSETTS 
www.StJohnsGloucester.org 

September 12, 2021—The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
 
“Angel of the Resurrection” 1950, sculpture from 1950 by Walker Hancock, Lanesville sculptor. 
This sculpture in in Philadelphia’s 30th Street Station. This image is related to our Gospel reading. 
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu 

 
Welcome to Saint John’s Episcopal Church in Gloucester, Massachusetts 
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Please wear a mask inside the church for the safety of yourself and others. In this 
way you show your loving care for those you worship with. Singing is allowed for 
those who are fully vaccinated. We will also do our best to maintain social 
distancing. If you’re not feeling well, please stay home! 
 
Expectations for receiving communion: 
• An usher will direct each individual or family group to receive communion. 

Individuals will be directed one by one and family groups will be brought up 
together. 

• Masks are worn while approaching the Communion station. 
• The wafer will be dropped into the palm of the one receiving. The 

communicant will step away to a place where their mask can be safely removed 
to consume the host.  

• Masks will be again worn for the remainder of the service. 
 

 
Be you a regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope you will enjoy our 
fellowship! St John’s worship, Sunday Adult Forums, and other programs are always 
open to everyone. Come and check us out! Children are always welcome at worship in St. 
John’s Church! 
 
First time in our Church? 
We are delighted that you are here!  For some visitors our customs are very familiar, for 
others they are completely new. If you are among the latter group, RELAX, there is 
nothing that you can do by accident that will cause offense! Ask an usher, watch your 
neighbors, go with the flow. Introduce yourself to our Rector and sign our guest book 
after the service. 
 
Restrooms: There are three: one on each level at the far end of the building from our 
worship space. Exit the door opposite the organ and follow the signs. 
 
Children in Church: Children of all ages are welcome in church. We want children and 
parents to enjoy church and we support you in doing what you need to do toward that 
goal. It's OK for children to sound like children; we won't be offended. Please use the play 
area at the front of the pews on the right, or the Thompson Room, at any time, no matter 
what part of the service is going on, if they will help you or your child(ren). The Thompson 
Room has a table, chairs, couches, carpeted space, and a PA system that will let you hear 
what is going on in church. Nursing mothers may breastfeed there or in church. Your 
child’s comfort, safety, and well-being are your proper concern, and we support you in 
fulfilling that obligation. 
 
Access Needs: If you would find it easier to receive Holy Communion in your pew, please 
speak to an usher. Hearing Assistance devices are also available. If you would like to try 
one out, please speak to an usher.  
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But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him Habakkuk 2:20 

Voluntary Improvisation  
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Celebrant Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.  
People Glory to God for ever and ever.  
Then is sung: 
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Celebrant God is with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. God the composer and conductor, in delight you 
created all things to speak, sing, shout, whisper, and trumpet your nature to us.  
Tune our ears to hear the divine music; empower our tongues to join in joyful 
proclamation of the power of Jesus to guide and heal our world. Amen   (MLH) 
 
Please be seated for the readings 

First Reading   Proverbs 1:20-33 
 

Wisdom cries out in the street; 
in the squares she raises her voice.  

At the busiest corner she cries out; 
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:  

“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? 
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 

and fools hate knowledge?  
Give heed to my reproof; 
I will pour out my thoughts to you; 

I will make my words known to you.  
Because I have called and you refused, 

have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,  
and because you have ignored all my counsel 

and would have none of my reproof,  
I also will laugh at your calamity; 

I will mock when panic strikes you,  
when panic strikes you like a storm, 

and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,  
when distress and anguish come upon you.  

Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; 
they will seek me diligently, but will not find me.  

Because they hated knowledge 
and did not choose the fear of the Lord,  

would have none of my counsel, 
and despised all my reproof,  

therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way 
and be sated with their own devices.  

For waywardness kills the simple, 
and the complacency of fools destroys them;  

but those who listen to me will be secure 
and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.” 

Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God.  
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A period of silent prayer follows the reading 
Psalm 125 Please join in singing the verses on your side. Qui confidunt 

 
 

Cantor The heavens declare the glo-/ ry of God, * 
and the firmament shows forth the \ work of God’s hands. 

Right side: One day tells its tale to an-/ other, * 
and one night imparts knowledge \ to another. 

Left side: Although they have no words or / language, * 
and their voic-\ es are not heard, 

Right side: Their sound has gone out in-/ to all lands, * 
and their message to the \ ends of the world. 

Left side: In the deep has God set a pavilion / for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion \ to run its course. 

Right side: It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of / it again; * 
nothing is hidden \ from its burning heat. 

Left side: The law of the LORD is perfect and re-/ vives the soul; * 
the testimony of the LORD is sure  
and gives wisdom \ to the innocent. 

Right side: The statutes of the LORD are just and re-/ joice the heart; * 
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives \ light to the eyes. 

Left side: The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for / ever; * 
the judgments of the LORD are true and \ righteous altogether. 

Right side: More to be desired are they than gold, more than / much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, than \ honey in the comb. 

Left side: By them also is your servant en-/ lightened, * 
and in keeping them \ there is great reward. 

Right side: Can people tell how often / they offend? * 
cleanse me \ from my secret faults. 

Left side: Above all, keep your servant from pre-sumptuous sins; 
 let them not get dominion / over me; * 

then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent \ of a great offense. 
Altogether: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
 be acceptable / in your sight, * 

O LORD, my strength and \ my redeemer. 
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Second Reading   James 3:1-12 
 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know 
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many 
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 
whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make 
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so 
large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small 
rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, 
yet it boasts of great exploits. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue 
is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets 
on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast 
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human 
species, but no one can tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it 
we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the 
likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and 
sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both 
fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a 
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

 
Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God.  

A period of silent prayer follows the reading 
 

Please stand for the Hymn & the reading of the Gospel 
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Holy Gospel  Mark 8:27-38 
Acclamation before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, 
“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 
And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 
for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those 
who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.”  

Acclamation after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

Homily  The Rev. M. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
 
 
 

After a period of silence, we stand and sing The Apostles’ Creed: 
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Prayers of the People:  from the Episcopal Ministry of Racial Reconciliation 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

God of love, we pray for your church: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Alan 
and Gayle, our bishops; for all lay and ordained ministers; and for all who seek 
you in the community of the faithful. The Anglican Church of Tanzania 
(Anglican Cycle of Prayer) and Ascension Memorial Church, Ipswich, St. 
Stephen’s Memorial Church, Lynn, Emmanuel Chapel, Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
and the Ministries to the Homeless (Diocesan Cycle of Prayer). Equip us with 
compassion and love, to carry out your work of reconciliation in the world.   

 God of love, Hear our prayers for the church. 
 

  Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud 
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God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For 
peace and unity across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and 
appointed leaders, that they would serve the common good. Inspire all people 
with courage to speak out against hatred, to actively resist evil. Unite the human 
family in bonds of love.  God of freedom, Hear our prayers for the world. 

 

  Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud 
 

God of justice, we pray for the earth, your creation entrusted to our care: For the 
animals and birds, the mountains and oceans, and all parts of your creation that 
have no voice of their own. Stir up in us a thirst for justice that protects the earth 
and all its resources, that we may leave to our children’s children the legacy of 
beauty and abundance that you have given us. 
 God of justice, Hear our prayers for the earth. 

 

  Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud 
 

God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools 
and markets; for our neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart a 
desire for equality, respect, and opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for 
justice and peace among all people, beginning here at home.  
 God of peace, Hear our prayers for this community. 

 

  Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud 
 

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those whose 
lives are closely linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of the human 
family. For refugees and prisoners; for the sick and suffering, the lonely and 
despairing; for those facing violence; for all held down by prejudice or injustice. 
Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek and serve Christ in 
all persons. God of mercy, Hear our prayers for all who are in need. 

 

  Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud 
 

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: For the faithful in every 
generation who have worked for justice; for prophets who called us to racial 
reconciliation; for martyrs who died because of hatred; and for all the 
communion of saints. Make us faithful to your call to proclaim your Good News, 
by word and example, and bring us at last into the glorious company of the 
saints in light. God of grace, Hear our prayers for those who have died. 
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  Silence — Add your prayers, silently or aloud 

Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the earth, that 
barriers would crumble and divisions cease. Make us more fully your co-healers 
of the broken world. Unite us with all people in bonds of love, that the whole 
earth and all its peoples may be at peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Let us confess our sins to God.  

Silence may be kept. Minister and People  
God of all mercy,  
we confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each other,  
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will. Amen.  
Absolution  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
People And also with you.  
 
Announcements  
 
Offertory sentence 
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Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. ©2001 Hope Publishing Company.  

Used with permission. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net A-715980 
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 1, Enriching our Worship 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of 
life and fountain of mercy.  

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your 
constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body.  

Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life.  

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels 
and with the faithful of every generation, 
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing (say):  

Celebrant and People  
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The Celebrant continues  

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You 
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.  

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and 
show forth your bountiful grace.  

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would 
not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, 
abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, 
and prepared the way of salvation for all people.  

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You 
delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets 
to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your 
eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and 
dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the 
cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated.  
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On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.”  

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of 
the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Celebrant and People  Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  

The Celebrant continues  

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your 
creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the 
Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts 
may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us 
into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with [ ___________ 
and] all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for 
ever.  

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior taught us, we now pray,  
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The Breaking of the Bread  

 
 
Invitation: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
After all have received, a period of silence and reflection precedes the postcommunion rite 
 

God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
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with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world  
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 

Blessing   
 

Please join in singing the hymn on the back page. 
 
 

The Dismissal  
Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
Voluntary Trumpet Tune in C David N. Johnson 
 
 
 
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained 
from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version 
Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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