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Welcome to Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
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First part of the service:  See the Sunday News 
 
After the sermon or message: 

 
Prayers of the People:          (MLH) 
Celebrant:   During this Advent, I invite you into silence and prayer, that we may together call upon the awesome 

presence of God to fill the places of great longing and pain in our lives,  to transform and renew what we cannot. 
Let us pray each petition silently for one minute.  At the end of all the petitions we will speak out loud the names of 

people and situations we carry in our hearts. 
 
the Church universal and for St. John’s.  For all who are seeking God or a life-force beyond themselves. That we may 
all be changed by the real presence of God. 

(Silence) 
 

For our beautiful world and for all God’s beloved peoples who suffer from poverty, disease, climate change, 
injustice, or despair. That we may connect to Creation and to each other, sharing both joy and pain, and working 
together to create a more just, Spirit-led society.  
 

(Silence) 
 

For those we hold dear who struggle with illness, addiction, economic hardship or other afflictions.  May God’s 
restorative power move through them and through us to bring healing and new life.   

(Silence) 
 

For those who are dying, for those who have died, for those who mourn.  May we all experience grief’s twin—the 
Holy One of God—even and especially in places of darkness. 
  

(Silence) 
 

We now pray out loud for the blessings and concerns on our hearts . . . (the list is read and time is left for people to 
add their own petitions). 
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Let us pray together: 

Holy infinite Mystery, 
Holy indwelling Peace, 
Holy refreshing Spirit, 
Speak to us, renew us, and work through us to fill the world with your joy.  Amen. 

Confession      Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins to God.  (Brief silence will be observed)  

All: Merciful God, we have sinned 
in what we have thought and said, 
in the wrong we have done 
and in the good we have not done. 
We have sinned in ignorance: 
we have sinned in weakness: 
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry. 
We repent and turn to you. 
Forgive us, for our Savior Christ’s sake, 
and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 
Celebrant: Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, 
pardon you and set you free. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  Amen.  

 
The Peace   Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.   
 People  And also with you.  
 
Announcements  
 
Offertory Hymn  Listed in the Sunday News & hymn board  

 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

 
The Great Thanksgiving      Eucharistic Prayer C, BCP p. 369 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their 
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You 
made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
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Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 
fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and 
peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. 
By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all 
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending 
hymn: 
 

S130 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) Holy, Holy, Holy   
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. (X2) 
 Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed in he who comes, comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

And so, Father/Mother God, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and 
gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, 
as we await the day of his coming. 

 
God of our Ancestors; God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, Leah and Rachel;  
God and Parent of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us 
from the presumption of coming to this table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we 
may worthily serve the world in his name. 
 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Holy One, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN. 

 



5 
 

 

 

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread     The bread is broken. 
 
Fraction anthem:  S164 (Blue Hymnal 1982) “Jesus, Lamb of God” 

 
Invitation: “The Gifts of God for you, the People of God!” 
 
 

Everyone is welcome to receive the bread and wine of communion.   
An usher will let you know when it is time to go to the altar rail to receive.  

 Just open your hands to receive the bread and guide the chalice with wine to your lips.  
 If you do not wish to receive wine, make a gesture of respect to the chalice or shake your head slightly to signal the 

server.   
If you wish to only receive a blessing, cross your hands over your chest.   

When the people at the altar have all been offered wine, the server will say a dismissal,  
and you can return to your seat. 

 
Final prayer: Loving God, 

we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth  
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
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that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 
Blessing            May you know the God who is our origin and our destination,  
  may you find your home in them and they in you, 
  and may this same God-- Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit— 
  bless you and us, day by day.  Amen.  
   

Final Hymn          Listed in the Sunday News & hymn board  
 
The Dismissal  
Celebrant  God is with you.  Go in peace. 
People   Thanks be to God! 
  
Postlude                             Listed in the Sunday News.  

 

This is God’s House and All are Welcome Here! 
This is God’s Table, and All are Welcome to Partake! 

 
First time in our Church? Our worship here may seem very familiar, or it may seem bewildering! If the second is true for you, 
RELAX, there is nothing that you can do by accident that will cause offense! Ask an usher, watch or ask your neighbors, go with 
the flow. Please fill out a card in the pew to let us know who you are.   
 
Restrooms are at the far end of the building from our worship space on three levels. Exit the door opposite the organ and 
follow the signs. 
 
Coffee hour normally follows worship and is held in the parish hall (through the door opposite the organ, left down the hall 
and to the right).  All are welcome to share in coffee or tea, snacks and conversation.   
 
Children of all ages are welcome in church. We want children and parents to enjoy church and we support you in doing what 
you need to do toward that goal. It's OK for children to sound like children and to play during worship. Toys and books are 
available in the right rear corner of the church (near the entry doors). 
 
Access Needs: If you would find it easier to receive Holy Communion in your pew, please speak to an usher. We have gluten-
free wafers available; let the priest know if you need them.  If you have other access needs, please speak with an usher.   
 
Covid Practices: While Covid restrictions have been eased in our communities, the virus is still active. Please take the 
precautions that make you most comfortable. We encourage people with health concenrs to wear masks, and we will make 
sure that the church is well ventilated. Please respect the wishes of others in terms of physical contact and spacing.  

 
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. All 

rights reserved. Used with permission.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


