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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany—January 29, 2023, 9:30 am   SUNDAY NEWS 
  

Prelude:   Toccata in D Minor (BuxWV 155)        Dietrich Buxtehude 
   

THE WORD OF GOD 
Opening Hymn #605 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “What does the Lord require” 

 
Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever! 
 
Celebrant  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Glory to God #899 (Green WLP Hymnal) The refrain:  
  Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name, 
  Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. 

 
Celebrant    God is with you 
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray together the collect of the day:      (mlh)    

  All-Knowing One, you dance foolish joy and outrageous wisdom into our would-be-settled 
lives.  Through your Holy Spirit, give us true insight to grasp what you imagine and true 
courage to follow where you lead, for the boundless love of your son Jesus Christ.  Amen.   
   

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8 
Hear what the Lord says: 

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
“O my people, what have I done to you? 

In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” 
“With what shall I come before the Lord, 

and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 15, sung to the tune of Hymn #663 (Blue hymnal)  

1. Lord, who may dwell within your house 
       Or on your holy hill? 
       Those who do good and speak the truth,  
       Whose lives are blameless still, 
2. Who have no guile upon their tongues  
 Nor harm their neighbor’s life, 
       But honor those who fear the Lord  
       And turn away from strife, 

3. Who do no wrong, but keep their word 
        And seek no bribe or gain; 
        All those who do such things shall live  
        And safe from harm remain. 

 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God. For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human 
wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame 
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might 
boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let 
the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”   

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia: 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, according to Matthew: Glory to you, Lord Christ!  
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
       “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Christ! 
Sermon or Reflection Time                            The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt 
 

Anthem:  Be Glad and Rejoice             Paul A. Tate 
 

Offertory Hymn #593 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “Lord, make us servants of your peace” 
 

Communion Hymn #811 (Green WLP Hymnal), “You shall cross the barren desert”  
 
 After the blessing there will be a 5 minute break.  The Annual Meeting will start will the singing of: 

 

Hymn #782 (Green WLP Hymnal), “Gracious Spirit, give your servants” 
 

Postlude: Trumpet Fanfare    Jean-Joseph Mouret, edited and arranged by S. Drummond Wolf 
 

Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: Jan 29, 2023 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy” Sunday at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 
location: 1 646 558 8656  

 

Annual Meeting, TODAY, January 29th.  Following worship and a very brief break, we will start the meeting in the 
church sanctuary (approximately 10:45), in person and on Zoom.  Warrant, candidates and Zoom link in the 
fyi. We will have a video presentation from the Visioning Team, elections, report on the search, etc.   

 

Anonymous Donation Match for the Souper Bowl Many thanks to all who have already donated for the 
Souper Bowl! St. John's will continue to collect funds to donate to the Open Door through Sunday, 
February 12, and an anonymous donor has offered to match up to $500. Thanks! 

 
Funeral for Edward Parks, Jr. Friday, Feb. 3 at 10:00.  Ed was a long-time parishioner at St. John’s and a 

beloved public servant in Gloucester.  He died after a long illness on Wednesday, Jan. 25th.  His service of 
burial and holy communion will be held at St. John’s, followed by a committal in West Gloucester. May 
his soul, and the souls of all the departed, rest in peace.  
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“A Reckoning for Boston” Film on Wednesday, Feb. 15th.  Free excellent film on racism and justice today in 

Boston, co-produced by a member of St. Stephen’s, Boston.  7 pm, Ipswich High School Auditorium, 134 
High Street.  Discussion following.   

 
FREE Covid Tests and Masks: The Gloucester Department of Public Health dropped off 90 free Covid test kits 

and K95 masks. These are on the counter in the office, so please stop by any time and help yourself. 
Please only take three per family. Thanks, Gloucester!! 

 
The Open Door Update: As was mentioned in church last Sunday, the demand for services from the Open 

Door has increased 31% in the past year. Significant increases in the cost of food and energy are 
contributing to this increase. By bringing a few items to church on Sunday would help to the Open Door 
in its mission, “Feeding People and Saving Lives.” Items in high demand include: healthy cereal, tuna, 
bread mixes, hearty soups, canned beef stew, flavored rice packets, coffee and tea, diapers and baby 
wipes. Thank you for your generosity. ALSO: consider making a donation to our Souper Bowl fund!! 

 
Lent Hymns Selection, February 5th at 11 am in the Thompson Room. Anyone is welcome to participate!   
 
Ben Has Moved In!  Ben has moved in to his new apartment and is setting up house.  He will be adding 

furnishings as he settles in.  He is interested in weights or a treadmill, if you have some you’re ready to 
part with.   

 
Name badges:  Please put on your name badge during the service and coffee hour and RETURN it to the box 

before you leave.  If you need a name badge, please write your name legibly on the note pad nearby.  
 

Ways to Give to St. John’s:  Did you know, that in addition to giving to St. John’s through cash or 
check in worship, you can set up a recurring contribution through PayPal or a bank card, or 
give through the St. John’s website?  Go to https://www.stjohnsgloucester.org/giving for 
these options or reach out to Elizabeth for help elizabeth@stjohnsgloucester.org.  You can 
also give by using this QR Code to access PayPal or pay by credit card. 

 
 

  Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany—January 29, 2023 
  Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
  Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
  Lector Alex Garcia-Mata 
  LEM Carolyn Stewart 
  Acolyte Karen Kasper  
  Ushers Dani Stotzer  
   Musicians The Congregation, the Choir, Joe Stoddard, Music Director 
  Altar Guild Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
  Flower Guild DeeDee Bedford  
 
 

Please sign up for future dates including flower and lamp, Action Sandwiches and coffee hour. Sign ups are 
on the kiosk in the parish hall.  
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St. John’s Intercession List: Nicole Newhouse and Family, Marsha White, Rick Kopka, Claire Stahler, Jennifer 
Morris, Carole Secrest, Tyler March, Chris Klosterman, Sereda Feener, Alex, Lynn Runnells, Alex Furth, 
Simeon Teitelbaum, Miriam Teitelbaum, Debra Ketchopulos, Rita Peritore, Jim and Mary Drogan, the 
Baxter Family, Len Berry, Ellen, Ginga Graves and Patrick DeMuller, Wayne Martin, Hope and Lily 
Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, Nate Mook, Cecily Merrill, Ernie Runnells, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline 
Vannah, DeeDee Bedford, Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Becki Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, 
Malcolm Henderson, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Connor Macauley, Margie Sonthemier, John 
Fleming.  

Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 

 


