
Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts 
Sundays in Lent  

9:30 am Feb. 26—March 26, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Please return this leaflet to the containers at the doors for reuse through March 26. 
 
 
 
For the hymns and the readings, collect, psalm, anthem, announcements and intercession list, please refer to 

the blue Sunday News.   
Hymn numbers are also posted in the front of the church.  

 

Prelude  Listed in the Sunday News 
Opening  Hymn                                       Listed in the Sunday News & on the hymn board 

Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  God's mercy endures forever. 

Confession (NZPB p. 458) 
 

Celebrant  Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are pardoned.  In silence let us recall our 
failures to love fully—as individuals, as church, as society. 

Silence 
   God forgives and heals us. 
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People   We need your healing, merciful God:  give us true repentance. 
  Some sins are plain to us; some escape us; some we cannot face. 
  Forgive us; set us free to hear your word to us; set us free to serve you. 
 
Celebrant   God forgives you.  Forgive others; forgive yourself.   
        Through Christ, God has put away your sin:  approach your God in peace.   
  
All sing the Trisagion ("Holy God"). 

 
 

The collect, readings, psalm, anthem and hymns are in the Sunday News 
 

After the anthem following the sermon, we stand and sing The Nicene Creed: 
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Prayers of the People for Beloved Community (mlh) 
Let us pray for the Church, the world, and ourselves as strive to become beloved community. 
 
We pray for Mother Earth and the indigenous people who have been her caretakers for millennia; may we 
respect their wisdom and reverence for all life, understand , like them, how interconnected all created beings 
are, and work for reparations to them and to our Mother.  
                
 

 
 
 
We pray for the Church and for all people of every faith who are 
seeking to love God and follow the leading of the Spirit of Life:  may we all undergo the “qualitative change in 
our souls as well as a quantitative change in our lives” that beloved community requires (MLK Jr).                   

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
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We pray for ourselves and for our siblings who are in need or marginalized:  the hungry, the ill, the dying, the 
unhoused, those in prison, the despairing, those who suffer from racism, poverty, discrimination or 
indifference—for Jesus promises that God’s community is among these.  
 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
We pray for Gloucester and Cape Ann, and especially for . . . .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those who have died, and those who grieve, that together we hold fast to each other and look for 
God’s love and resurrecting power. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, you call us out of captivity into the freedom of your beloved community. As we pass through the 
wilderness spaces of our lives, grant us ears to hear you, eyes to see you, and hearts to ache for you, that we 
might not turn away from the brothers and sisters who help us remember who we are. Amen.  
    Adapted from Common Prayer: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals 
   
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People: And also with you.  We share a sign of peace with those around us. 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory Hymn                  Listed in the Sunday News & on the hymn board 
 
The Great Thanksgiving                Eucharistic Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer p. 367 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. His cross has given us strength and freedom 
to enter by the narrow gate, to choose the path of life, and in 
these forty days to share his trials. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name: 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us . . . . “Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 
 

 
And we offer our sacrifice . . . . By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and 
glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen.  
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The bread is broken.  
 

 
Post communion Prayer 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Blessing:  God’s Blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, 
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                  the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now and always. Amen. 

 

Hymn                                                         Listed in the Sunday News & on the hymn board  

Dismissal:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude Listed in the Sunday News 
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. All rights reserved. Used 

with permission. 

 
WELCOME!  

Our mission in Christ is to nurture and equip members for spiritual growth and active participation in 
ministries of compassion, justice, and peace in the church and beyond. 

 

First time in our Church? Our worship here may seem very familiar, or it may seem bewildering! If the second 
is true for you, ask an usher, watch your neighbors, go with the flow. Let us know how we can help.  Please fill 
out a card in the pew to let us know who you are. 
 

Restrooms are at the far end of the building from our worship space on three levels. Exit the door opposite 
the organ and follow the signs. 
 

Children of all ages are welcome in church. We want children and parents to enjoy church and we support you 
in doing what you need to do toward that goal. It's OK for children to sound like children; we won't be 
offended.  
 

Access Needs: If you would find it easier to receive Holy Communion in your pew, please speak to an usher. 
We have gluten-free wafers available, let the priest know.   


