Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts
The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
October 25, 2020

Welcome
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope
you will enjoy our fellowship!
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980.
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©
1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, which the
Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain.

Music Notes ♫
Our opening hymn is new to us, and the words were written by a Congregational
minister in Hartford in 1961. The verses are a fitting reminder of the stewardship
themes that we’ve been hearing about. The Hymn has been included in most of the
major denominational hymnals published in recent years. The beloved Welsh tune
“Hyfrydol” is hopefully one that will carry the meaning of the words into our hearts.
Organ music today is by 20th century German composer Max Drischner. The opening
Voluntary is based upon a hymn by Martin Luther which importantly was sung a great
deal as it acknowledged the nearly perpetual wars that were fought in the last 5 centuries.
Some Lutherans sing it weekly even today. Here are the words:
In these our days so perilous,
Lord, peace in mercy send us;
No God but thee can fight for us,
No God but thee defend us;
Thou our only God and Saviour.

The final Voluntary is based on the tune that we sing Hymn 509, “Spirit Divine, Attend
our Prayers,” another sturdy Lutheran hymntune.
We continue to have outdoor rehearsal for the kids on Thursdays. They are also using
the Acapella app and I hope to feature them soon. The Parish Choir continues to meet
via Zoom and are concluding our time with singing Compline. We hope to invite you to
experience Compline with us in November.
We’re looking at some community engagement this Advent and Christmas and invite
your favorite (or compelling) poetry, readings and/or music. We’re imagining a short
(~10 minute) video coming out often featuring all of our favorite stories and music.
A final invitation, if you would like to try singing in the weekly hymn recordings please
let me know. We know that singing is something that so many of us want to do, and
those of us who sing immensely enjoy it. We do have a roving iPad for those who don't
have an Apple device (required for the app).
Voluntary

Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich (1531)

Please join in singing:
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Max Drischner (1891-1971)
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All stand
Officiant

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Officiant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter — All stand
Officiant
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Please join in singing a metrical setting of the Jubilate:
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Psalm 1

Beatus vir qui non abiit

1 Happy are they who have | not walked →
in the counsel of the | wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of | sinners, →
nor sat in the seats of the | scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the | LORD, *
and they meditate on his law day and | night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of | water, →
bearing fruit in due | season, →
with leaves that do not | wither; * →
everything they do shall | prosper.
4 It is not so with the | wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows a-| way.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the | righteous.
6 For the LORD knows the way of the | righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is | doomed.

First Reading

Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18

Please join in singing a metrical setting of the Magnificat:
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Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
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Third Reading

Matthew 22:34-46

Sermon
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The Prayers
The people stand or kneel
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
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The Officiant then says the following Collects
The Collect of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and,
that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
A Collect for Peace
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any
adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed
Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold;
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please join in singing:
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A Litany of Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us.
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea,
We thank you, Lord.
For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ,
We thank you, Lord.
For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends,
We thank you, Lord.
For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,
We thank you, Lord.
For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,
We thank you, Lord.
For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity,
We thank you, Lord.
For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,
We thank you, Lord.
For the communion of saints, in all times and places,
We thank you, Lord.
Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ
Jesus our Lord;
To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for
ever. Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
Voluntary

Nun danket all und bringet Ehr (Hymn 509)

Participating in the Liturgy
Officiant & Preacher
Singers:
Organist & Music Director

Max Drischner (1891-1971)

The People of God gathered
The Rev. Bret Hays, Rector
Carol McKenzie, Katharine Newhouse, Alex GarciaMata, Maggie Marshall, and David Oliver
Mark Nelson
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