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Last Sunday after the Epiphany—February 19, 2023, 9:30 am   SUNDAY NEWS 
  

   Prelude:   Prelude and Fugue in C Major (BWV 547)          Johann Sebastian Bach 
   

THE WORD OF GOD 
    Opening Hymn #135 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “Songs of thankfulness and praise” 

 

Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever! 
 

Celebrant  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Glory to God #899 (Green WLP Hymnal) The refrain:  
  Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name, 
  Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. 

 
Celebrant    God is with you 
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray together the collect of the day:        

  Dazzle us with your presence, God;  cover us with your cloud of unknowing; 
  and so open our hearts and ears to pay attention, listen, and be ready 
  for the difficulties and joy to come.  Amen       (mlh) 

 
 First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18 

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets 
of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses 
set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had 
said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a 
dispute may go to them.” Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like 
a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the 
cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
                             Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 99 (see next page) 
 

Second Reading:  2 Peter 1:16-21 
We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from 
God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were 
with him on the holy mountain. 

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to 
a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all 
you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because 
no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
                                    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 99, Thomas Tallis   

 
Alleluia: 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, according to Matthew: Glory to you, Lord Christ! 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 
mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 
But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they 
saw no one except Jesus himself alone. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, 
“Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
    The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Christ! 
 

Sermon or Reflection Time                            The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt 
 

Anthem:  Transfiguration             Joel Martinson 
     

       Offertory Hymn #129 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “Christ upon the mountain peak” 
 

Communion Hymn “Christ, Be Our Light” (Page 4) 
 

Final Hymn #137 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “O wondrous type! O vision fair” 
 

Postlude: To God Be the Glory   tune: William Howard Doane; music: newly composed by Robert J. Powell 
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Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: Feb 19, 2023 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy” Sunday at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 
location: 1 646 558 8656. 

 

Building A Beloved Community: Starting next week, we will be initiating a series of liturgies that focus on topics 
relevant to Saint John’s and the Gloucester community (see this weeks’ FYI). Our hope is that these liturgies will 
help us to grow as a Beloved Community. See Connie DeSimone or Claudette Chmura if  you have questions. 

 

Ash Wednesday is THIS Wednesday, Feb. 22nd.  Ashes, prayers, Eucharist at noon and at 7 pm (with choir).   
 

Who Was Mary Magdalene? Please join the W Gloucester Trinitarian Cong. Church Lenten Series on the latest 
scholarship on Mary Magdalene! The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Rice Smith, MDiv, ThM, PsyD will present. 6:00-7:30 
Thursdays, March 9,16, 23 & 30th.  Freewill offering of $10-$30 for the series suggested.  488 Essex Ave. 

 

Race, Church and Healing Workshops, Tuesdays 6-8, starting Feb. 28.  Supported by the Racial Justice Commission 
of the diocese and led by consultant Bryana Clover, the workshop seeks to provide shared understanding 
for dismantling White supremacy culture in the Church.  For more information, see the fyi.   

 

Notes from the Vestry Meeting are in the fyi and posted in the parish hall. 
 

Native grasses for Palm Sunday?  If you are willing to cut native grasses to have for Palm Sunday, please let Pastor 
Lise or Rosemary Sullivan know.  Mark Nelson is willing to donate the grasses if we can harvest them. 

 

Expired Food Donations. Have non-perishable food that has just passed its expiration date or that you aren’t going 
to eat?  Most “expired” food is still fine to eat.  Bring it to the Thrift Shop to make available to others.   
Thanks for your help! 

 

The Open Door Update: Please continue to bring in food for families in Gloucester.  Items currently needed 
include: healthy cereal, flour, flavored rice packets, baby food and diapers, coffee and tea, and canned tuna.  

 
  Last Sunday after the Epiphany—February 19, 2023 

  Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
  Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
  Lector Rob Emmons 
  LEM Geoff Pope 
  Acolyte Sue Lupo 
  Usher Connie DeSimone 
   Musicians The Congregation, the Choir, Joe Stoddard, Music Director 
  Altar Guild Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
  Flower Guild Gwen Kopka 
 
THE SANCTUARY LAMP burns this week in loving memory of Dean W. Harrison, given by Nancy Harrison and family. 
 
Sign up for future dates including flower and lamp, Action Sandwiches and coffee hour. Sign-ups are on the kiosk in 

the parish hall.  
 
St. John’s Intercession List:Dolores Ormsbee, Méabh Ní Bhuinneáin, Paul Mauratidis, Nicole Newhouse and Family, 

Marsha White, Rick Kopka, Claire Stahler, Jennifer Morris, Carole Secrest, Tyler March, Chris Klosterman, Sereda 
Feener, Alex, Lynn Runnells, Alex Furth, Simeon Teitelbaum, Miriam Teitelbaum, Debra Ketchopulos, Rita Peritore, 
Jim and Mary Drogan, the Baxter Family, Len Berry, Ellen, Ginga Graves and Patrick DeMuller, Wayne Martin, Hope 
and Lily Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, Nate Mook, Ernie Runnells, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, DeeDee 
Bedford, Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Becki Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Emelia 
Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Connor Macauley, Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming.  

Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 
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