Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts
The Second Sunday in Advent
December 6, 2020

Welcome
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope
you will enjoy our fellowship!
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980.
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©
1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, which the
Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain. Image credit: JESUS MAFA. John the Baptist preaching in the desert,
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. http://
diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48386 [retrieved December 4, 2020]. Original source: http://
www.librairie-emmanuel.fr (contact page: https://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr/contact).

Music Notes ♫
Hymns include “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” with the more straightforward
tune “St. Thomas.” I chose this because I couldn’t quite image the other tune (a favorite
of mine) having a good effect on our little screens. Somehow that tune needs
movement. But we’ve done St. Thomas before, and although it is completely different it
brings out differences in the meaning of the words! We reprise a hymn from October
“Light a Candle” which uses powerful imagery for light, justice and peace, timely both
for Advent as well as what the world is going through right now.
Organ music today is by the great German baroque composers, Buxtehude and
J.S. Bach, settings of the great Advent hymn “Savior of the Nations, Come” which may
be found in our hymnal at #54. We’ll be singing it on Advent IV.
The choirs are working on lovely hymns and carols to be premiered on Christmas
Eve. We’d like to have some photos of your crèche sets to help with this video.
Please send them to me, mark@stjohnsgloucester.org by December 20. Thank you!
Voluntary

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland (Hymn 54)

Dietrich Buxtehude
(c. 1647-1707)

Please join in singing Hymn 58
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All stand
Officiant

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for
our God.

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly
Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set
forth his most worthy praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on
behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so
that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence,
and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness
by his infinite goodness and mercy.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Almighty and most merciful Father,
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,
we have offended against thy holy laws,
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us,
spare thou those who confess their faults,
restore thou those who are penitent,
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord;
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.
Officiant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your
sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand
Officiant
People

O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Please join in singing a metrical setting of the Invitatory Venite (Psalm 95):
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Psalm 95
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Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 Benedixisti, Domine
1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
and blotted out all their sins.
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
First Reading

Isaiah 40:1-11

Please join in singing a metrical setting of Canticle D A Song of the Wilderness:
Isaiah 35:1-7,10
WLP 922
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Second Reading

2 Peter 3:8-15a

Please join in singing
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Third Reading

Mark 1:1-8

Sermon
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The Prayers
The people stand or kneel
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
V. O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine heritage;
R. Govern them and lift them up for ever.
V. Day by day we magnify thee;
R. And we worship thy Name ever, world without end.
V. Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin;
R. O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
V. O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us;
R. As our trust is in thee.
V. O Lord, in thee have I trusted;
R. Let me never be confounded.
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The Officiant then says the following Collects
The Collect of the Day
Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare
the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect of the Season
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon
us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his
glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
A Prayer for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, who didst stretch out thine arms of love on the hard wood of the
cross that everyone might come within the reach of thy saving embrace: So clothe us in
thy Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know
thee to the knowledge and love of thee; for the honor of thy Name. Amen.
Please join in singing:
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A General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that thou hast done for us. We
thank thee for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this
world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.
We thank thee for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving
care which surrounds us on every side.
We thank thee for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and
for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.
We thank thee also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to
acknowledge our dependence on thee alone.
Above all, we thank thee for thy Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word
and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and
for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of thy kingdom.
Grant us the gift of thy Spirit, that we may know him and make him
known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to
thee in all things. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that
when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of them:
Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Please join in singing
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Voluntary

Nun komm der Heiden Heiland (Hymn 54)

J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)

Participating in the Liturgy
Officiant & Preacher
Lector
Singers
Organist & Music Director

The People of God gathered
The Rev. Cn. Martha Hubbard
Claudette Chmura
Carol McKenzie, Katharine Newhouse, Sarah Larson,
Gwen Kopka, Alex Garcia-Mata, Maggie Marshall,
Chuck Everett, and David Oliver.
Mark Nelson
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Saint John’s Episcopal Church—StJohnsGloucester.org

48 Middle Street, Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-5795—978-283-1708—WiFi password: 48MiddleSt
Parish Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 8am-noon during which the Church is open for prayer and meditation.
Alan McIntosh Gates, Bishop of Massachusetts & Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan
The Rev. Bret Bowie Hays, Rector
Wardens: Karen Kasper & Ellen Sibley
Mark Edward Nelson, Music Director
Clerk: Joan Gorga
Elizabeth de Veer, Parish Administrator
Treasurer: Sue Lupo Ass’t. Treasurer: Geoff Pope
Marge Bishop, Church Assistant
Aaron Stewart, Sexton
VESTRY
Staff e-mail: first name+@stjohnsgloucester.org
2021 – Tom Chmura, Dori Mottola, Bill Melvin
Hamburger, Acting Parish Mascot
2022 – Patricia Anders, DeeDee Bedford, Errol Smikle
2023 – Katharine Newhouse, Jane Ward, Carol Ann Zapustas
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