
Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts 
The Fifth Sunday of  Easter 

May 2, 2021 
 

Welcome 
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor,  

we hope you will enjoy our fellowship!   
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 
1989 National Council of  the Churches of  Christ in the United States of  America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of  Common Prayer, 1979, which the 
Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain. Image credit: True Vine, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project 
of  the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54148 [retrieved 
May 1, 2021]. Original source: Anthrovik, Flickr Creative Commons. 



Music Notes ♫ 
Our opening hymn #209 “We walk by faith and not by sight” is full of  Easter imagery, 
especially of  the story of  Thomas which we heard 3 weeks ago. For many of  us Thomas 
is a brother we recognize in ourselves and these themes are great reminders of  the faith 
we have and share. The tune is “St. Botolph.” Our fair city “Boston” is named for 
Boston in Lincolnshire, England which contains a very large and famous church: St. 
Botolph. The name Boston is a contraction: St. Botolph’s Town! https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston,_Lincolnshire 
     Our final hymn, “Christ is arisen, Alleluia” was written by Bernard Kyamanywa (b. 
1938), while in the Lutheran Seminary in Tanzania with words in Swahili. Originally 
inspired by the call and response style, one can imagine a soloist singing each of  the 
phrases with the whole congregation singing the Alleluias and then joining in the refrain. 
Missionary and teacher Howard S. Olson collected and translated this among many 
others and thus they made their way into the English speaking Christian churches.  
     I’m freely chanting the Psalm with a drone on the Shruti Box; you might join in 
humming, or even singing the words on that same note! 
     Our archive music is David Oliver singing the lovely George Herbert text, “Come, 
my way, my truth, my life.” This melody and words are also in the Hymnal 1982 at 487. 
You can sing along, except the 2nd verse which Vaughan Williams sails off  in a riff  on 
his original melody. These words relate to the Gospel in parallel ways.  
     The voluntaries are settings of  Hymn 192, “This Joyful Eastertide,” a Dutch 
Seventeenth Century folk melody that was “baptised” when it appeared in a Metrical 
Psalmbook in 1685. It is characterized by unusual “melismas” (a single syllable sung to 
more than one, in this case 6-9 notes) at the end of  phrases. 
The opening voluntary is played on the Viole de Gambe and Celeste, two sets of  nearly 
identical “keen sounding” pipes in which one set is tuned slightly sharp to make an 
undulating effect. The second charming setting is reminiscent of  music for fife and 
drum. 
     Thank you for the many kind comments about last week’s service! Thanks also to the 
many singers who’ve participated in singing hymns and anthems over this past year. 
We’re likely to continue this and use the audio track when in the church as our space is 
small and we won’t be able to sing for a time. 

Voluntary “This Joyful Eastertide” (Hymn 192) John Leavitt  
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All stand 

Officiant  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
Officiant  If  then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,   
  where Christ is, seated at the right hand of  God.  

  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

Officiant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our   
  Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the  
  Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter — All stand 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Please join in singing the invitatory hymn: 

Pascha Nostrum — WLP 880 

1. God’s Paschal Lamb is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore with joy we keep the Easter feast; 
For Christ’s new life shall all be made alive. Alleluia, Alleluia. 



2. Now Christ is raised and will not die again; 
Death has no more dominion over him; 
Through him we die to sin and live to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

3. In Christ we see the first fruits of  the dead; 
Though Adam’s sin had doomed all flesh to die, 
In Christ’s new life shall be made alive. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) © 1987 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream IL  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense.net, License #A-715980 

Psalm 22:24-30  Deus, Deus meus 

Sung by Mark Nelson 

24 My praise is of  him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of  those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
“May your heart live for ever!” 

26 All the ends of  the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
and all the families of  the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 

First Reading Acts 8:26-40 



Canticle: Te Deum Laudamus  Music: William Jackson (of  Exeter) (1730-1803) 

We praise thee, O God : we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee : the Father everlasting. 
To thee all Angels cry aloud : the heavens, and all the powers therein. 
To thee Cherubin and Seraphin : continually do cry, 
Holy, Holy, Holy : Lord God of  Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full of  the Majesty : of  thy glory. 
The glorious company of  the Apostles : praise thee. 
The goodly fellowship of  the Prophets : praise thee. 
The noble army of  Martyrs : praise thee. 
The holy Church throughout all the world : doth acknowledge thee; 
The Father : of  an infinite Majesty; 
Thine honourable, true : and only Son; 
Also the Holy Ghost : the Comforter. 
Thou art the King of  Glory : O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son : of  the Father. 
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man : thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. 
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of  death :  
thou didst open the kingdom of  heaven to all believers. 
Thou sittest at the right hand of  God : in the glory of  the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come : to be our Judge. 
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants :  
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
Make them to be numbered with thy Saints : in glory everlasting. 
O Lord, save thy people : and bless thine heritage. 
Govern them : and lift them up for ever. 
Day by day : we magnify thee; 
And we worship thy Name : ever world without end. 
Vouchsafe, O Lord : to keep us this day without sin. 
O Lord, have mercy upon us : have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us : as our trust is in thee. 
O Lord, in thee have I trusted : let me never be confounded. 

Second Reading 1 John 4:7-21 



	



Third Reading John 15:1-8 

Sermon 

	

	



	

The Prayers 

The people stand or kneel 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your Name for ever.  



V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.  
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain.  

The Officiant then says the following Collects 

The Collect of  the Day 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow 
his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

A Collect for the Renewal of  Life  
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the 
shadow of  death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our 
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of  peace; that, having done your 
will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you 
thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 
O God, you have made of  one blood all the peoples of  the earth, and sent your blessed 
Son to preach peace to those who are far off  and to those who are near: Grant that 
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of  your kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Solo “Come my way, my truth, my life”  Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Sung by David Oliver 

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of  all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 



to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of  this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of  the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of  your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of  
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.    
Amen. 

Please join in singing the closing hymn (on 2 pages): 





 
Voluntary “This Joyful Eastertide” (Hymn 192) John Leavitt  
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