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WELCOME! 
 

Whether you are a regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope you will enjoy our 
fellowship! Let us know if you have special needs (see below) to make your worship better! 
 
First time in our Church? Our worship here may seem very familiar, or it may seem bewildering! If the 
second is true for you, RELAX, there is nothing that you can do by accident that will cause offense! Ask an 
usher, watch your neighbors, go with the flow. Please fill out a card in the pew to let us know who you are. 
 
During the service, please join in the responses in bold type. 
 
Restrooms are at the far end of the building from our worship space on three levels. Exit the door opposite 
the organ and follow the signs. 
 
Children of all ages are welcome in church. We want children and parents to enjoy church and we support 
you in doing what you need to do toward that goal. It's OK for children to sound like children.  
 
Access Needs: If you would find it easier to receive Holy Communion in your pew, please speak to an usher. 
If you need gluten-free wafers for communion, please let the priest know.   
 
Covid Update:  Masks are not required, but given rising infection rates and the prevalence of flu and RSV 
this year, you are encouraged to take steps to keep yourself and others safe (masking, distancing, using 
alternate ways of sharing the peace).  Please respect others’ safety decisions.   

 

Our celebration, our community, and the work we do all year for the community only happen 
because our members and friends support St. John's. If you want to express your hope, joy, 
and peace, your gratitude and faith; if you want to be a part of all the good work we do, 
please make a generous one time gift or sustaining pledge to St. John's.   

 

Thank you, and Merry Christmas! 
 
 

 
Ways to Give to St. John’s:  In addition to giving to St. John’s through cash or check in worship, you 

can set up a one-time or recurring contribution through PayPal or a bank card, or give 
through the St. John’s website.  Go to https://www.stjohnsgloucester.org/giving for these 
options or reach out to Elizabeth for help elizabeth@stjohnsgloucester.org.  You can also give 
by using this QR Code to access PayPal or pay by credit card. 

 
Please silence pagers and cell phones. 

 

Prelude 
 

Gesu Bambino -- Yon/Martens, arr. Dana F. Everson 
Still, Still, Still -- Austrian trad., arr. Catherine McMichael 

The Huron Carol -- St. Jean de Brebeuf, arr. Catherine McMichael 
Silent Night -- Franz Grüber, arr, Catherine McMichael 

O Holy Night -- Adolphe Adam, arr. Craig Duncan 
Lisa Brooke, violin 
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Opening Hymn #96 "Angels we have heard on high"   
 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People  You come to your people and set them free. 
 

Glory to God #899 (Green WLP Hymnal) The refrain:   

 
 

Celebrant God is with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray.  

 Son of God, child of Mary, born in the stable in Bethlehem, be born again in us this day, 
 that through us the world may know the wonder of your love.  Amen.     (NZPB) 
 

First Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 

the messenger who announces peace,  
who brings good news, 

who announces salvation,  
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."  

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy;  

for in plain sight they see 
the return of the Lord to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
     you ruins of Jerusalem;  
for the Lord has comforted his people, 
     he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm 
      before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
      the salvation of our God. 

  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people: Thanks be to God.  



4 
 

 
Hymn #89 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “It came upon a midnight clear” 
 
Second Reading:  Colossians 1:15-17 (CEV) 
Christ is exactly like God, 
    who cannot be seen. 
He is the first-born Son, 
    superior to all creation. 
Everything was created by him, 
everything in heaven 
    and on earth, 
everything seen and unseen, 
including all forces 
    and powers, 

and all rulers 
    and authorities. 
All things were created 
    by God's Son, 
and everything was made 
    for him. 
God's Son was before all else, 
and by him everything 
    is held together.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people: Thanks be to God. 
  

Gradual Hymn #87 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “Hark! The herald angels sing” 
  
Holy Gospel  Luke 2:1-20 

Acclamation before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ 
Acclamation after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
Homily                                                                                                     The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
 
Anthem     Jesus Child                    John Rutter 
 
Credo for Christians (The Apostles' Creed)  
 
I worship and adore God, source, essence, and aim of all things, spirit that enlivens all beings. 
 

I follow the way of Jesus, who found God in himself and shared a way for others to find God in 
themselves.  

He was born through love, 
He lived for love, 
He suffered for love, 
He died for love, 

But love never dies. 
 

I submit myself to the leading of the love that is God, that I may be compassionate toward all beings, 
that I may live and serve in community with others, 
that I may ask for and offer forgiveness, 
that I may praise and enjoy God forever. Amen. 

from OPEN CHRISTIANITY: Home by Another Road (St Johann Press, 2000) by James Burklo, used by permission 
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Prayers of the People  

Celebrant:  In the stillness of this holy season of Christmas, let us pray to God, saying, “God of love, hear our 
prayer.”  

Intercessor: Christians around the world are celebrating the birth of your son, Jesus. Unite us in faith, that 
we may shine with one light, and scatter all darkness.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor: You pierced the cosmic silence with the utterance of your Word made flesh. Inspire leaders 
everywhere with your message of compassion and reconciliation.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor: By joining heaven and earth in your son, you affirmed the holiness of our earthly habitation. 
Encourage all people to bless it, and to keep it a hallowed home for all its occupants.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor: The Messiah is born, and promise is born anew. Renew our hope, individually and as a 
community, and strengthen the bonds we share with others, both within and beyond these walls.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor: Shepherds heard and conveyed your angel’s good news of great joy. Give us grace to 
understand and share your gospel of love.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor: Multitudes of heavenly host proclaimed glory to you and peace on earth. Kindle in our hearts 
the courage and strength to work for justice and liberation.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor: Jesus came to us as a baby cradled in a borrowed bed of straw, because there was no room at 
the inn. Open our eyes and hearts to the needs of the homeless and the hungry.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor: You sent Jesus to illuminate all who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. Tend the 
embers of comfort and healing for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor: By making Jesus incarnate in the world, you offered to all people the blessing of holiness. Lend 
your glory to those who have died, and at the last day gather us all in your eternal life.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  

Intercessor: Hear the concerns and gratitude of your people here gathered, offered silently or aloud. . . .   
 
Celebrant: God of love, the feast of Christmas reminds us that you are with us at all times and in all places; 
hear our prayer, and send your Holy Spirit to guide us more certainly upon the way of your Holy Child, Jesus 
the Christ. Amen.  
 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.   
People And also with you.  
 
Announcements  
 
Offertory sentence 
 
Offertory Hymn #102 “Once in royal David’s city” 
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The Great Thanksgiving:                                        “Eucharistic Prayer for Christmas” the Rev. Jennifer Phillips 

Celebrant  God be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Holy God, our Source and Ending, Alpha and Omega, we give thanks to you! You have called all creation 
into being! You set the earth on its foundations, spread out the heavens like a tent, set a boundary to the 
seas, filled the world with your creatures, and then called all things good. The heavenly beings are your 
messengers night and day, and with them we give glory to you and sing:  

 

In these latter days, God leaned toward the earth and spoke to us by a Son, Jesus the Beloved. Born of our 
sister Mary and the Holy Spirit, cared for by our brother Joseph, Jesus came among us as a baby, human as 
we are, in need of human love. Though humbly born, kings honored him, and emperors feared him.  

The Word of God made flesh and full of grace, a child in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
was sent to deliver us from sin, from the power of evil, and from the fear of death. As a man, Jesus 
surrendered his might upon the cross. As the risen Anointed One, he is enthroned at God’s right hand. At 
the end of days, he will bring mercy and justice to all the earth.  

And so, rejoicing in all God has done for us, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ is here among us!  
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We remember that Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to his friends, saying, “Take, eat, This 
is my body, given for you. Do this to remember me.”  

After supper, Jesus took a cup of wine, blessed it, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink this, all of you. This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sin. Do this to 
remember me.”  

Holy God, as you visited us in the birth of Jesus, visit us now by the power of your Spirit in this bread and 
wine. Make them for us the Body and Blood of Christ, the banquet of heaven here on earth. Shed your 
grace brighter than starlight upon us, that we may bear your good tidings to all, and renew the weary world 
in your name: the name of Emmanuel, God-With-Us, to whom in joy we give honor and glory, now and for 
ever. AMEN.  

 

 

 

 
The Breaking of the Bread  

Invitation: The Gifts of God for you, the People of God! 
All people are welcome to share in communion!  Here's how: After the assistants and choir have received, 
the ushers will indicate when it is time for people to move forward.  Come up to the front of the altar, put 

out your hands, and receive the wafer. You will be offered the chalice of wine; you can take a sip of wine, or 
give a sign of reverence towards it, or indicate that you do not wish to receive.  If you need a gluten-free 

wafer, please let the priest know; if you are unable to come forward, please signal to an usher and 
communion will be brought to you. If you wish to receive only a blessing, cross your arms over your chest.   
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The Fraction Anthem:  #875 (Green WLP Hymnal) 

 
 
Communion Hymns:  #112, #78 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) 
When Communion is Finished:  Hymn #111 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “Silent night” 
 
Post-communion Prayer 

Infinite, intimate God, 
in our worship we have celebrated your presence with us. 
May we grow in the divine life of Christ  
who humbly shared our human life. 
Fill us with joy  
and send us out to share this good news with others. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
our Emmanuel. Amen.  

“An example of a Christmas Prayer after Communion,”  
The Rev. Bosco Peters, online at http://www.liturgy.co.nz/churchyear/christmas.html.,alt. 

Christmas Blessing   
May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one all things on earth and in heaven,  
fill you with joy and peace, and the blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life  
be with you always.  Amen. 

 
Final Hymn #92 “On this day earth shall ring” (please ring bells during the refrain!)    
 
The Dismissal   
Celebrant Let us go forth in the power of Christ's love. 
People   Thanks be to God.  Alelluia!  Alelluia!  

 
Postlude Rondo in D                                              Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
 Lisa Brooke, violin 

  
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. 

All rights reserved. Used with permission. 


