
Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts 
The Ninth Day & Second Sunday of Christmas 

9:30 am January 2, 2022 
 

 
 
 

This s a figure from the church’s crèche set which was purchased about 30 years ago 
in Bethlehem. It is of the flight to Egypt which is our gospel reading for today. 

 
 

To participate fully in our worship you will need this booklet and, for the hymns, The 
Hymnal 1982 (blue and in the pew racks in front of you.)  

There is welcome information on page 2. 
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WELCOME! 
 
Whether you are a regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope you will 
enjoy our fellowship! Come and check us out! Children are always welcome at worship 
in St. John’s Church! 
 
First time in our Church? Our worship here may seem very familiar, or it may seem 
bewildering! If the second is true for you, RELAX, there is nothing that you can do by 
accident that will cause offense! Ask an usher, watch your neighbors, go with the flow. 
Please fill out a card in the pew to let us know who you are. 
 
Restrooms are at the far end of the building from our worship space on three levels. Exit 
the door opposite the organ and follow the signs. 
 
Children of all ages are welcome in church. We want children and parents to enjoy 
church and we support you in doing what you need to do toward that goal. It's OK for 
children to sound like children; we won't be offended.  
 
Access Needs: If you would find it easier to receive Holy Communion in your pew, 
please speak to an usher. We have gluten-free wafers available, let the priest know.   
 
Covid Update: St. John's has taken steps to keep all worshipers safe from Covid.  We 
have installed air purifiers and are keeping people spaced in the pews.   We have 
suspended coffee hour for the near future.  Please do you part to keep yourself and 
others healthy: Keep masked (over mouth and nose) and distanced while inside the 
building at all times. If you'd like to chat with others, do so in the sanctuary or 
outside before or following worship. If you should test positive for Covid in the days 
after attending church, please report this confidentially to Pastor Lise or the church 
office. Let us continue to be good neighbors and a supportive community. 

 
Our celebration, our community, and the work we do all year for the 
community only happen because our members and friends support St. 
John's. If you want to express your hope, joy, and peace, your gratitude 
and faith; if you want to be a part of all the good work we do, please 
make a generous one time gift or sustaining pledge to St. John's. Give 
online at StJohnsGloucester.org or call the office at 978-283-1708 to 
make a pledge, send an e-mail to marge@stjohnsgloucester.org.  
 

Thank you, and Merry Christmas! 
 
 
Voluntary   
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Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People   Glory to God for ever and ever! 
 

Hymn 107  In dulci jubilo 

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice 2. Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: now ye hear of endless bliss; 
Jesus Christ is born today; Jesus Christ was born for this! 
ox and ass before him bow, He hath opened heaven's door, 
and he is in the manger now. and we are blest for evermore. 
Christ is born today!  Christ was born for this! 
Christ is born today! Christ was born for this! 

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save!  

Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray 

Eternal Lord God, 
we give you thanks for bringing us through the changes of time 
to the beginning of another year. 
Forgive us the wrong we have done in the year that is past, 
and help us to spend the rest of our days 
to your honor and glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. Common Worship 

 
Please be seated for the readings and stand for the hymns and carols. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Reading  Jeremiah 31:7-14 
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Thus says the Lord: 
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;  
proclaim, give praise, and say, 

"Save, O Lord, your people,  
the remnant of Israel."  

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,  

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together;  
a great company, they shall return here.  

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back,  

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;  

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away;  

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."  

For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,  

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd;  

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again.  

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry.  

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.  

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,  

says the Lord. 
 
  response after the reading: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Hymn 97  Dies est laetitiae 
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1. Dost thou in a manger lie, 2. "For the world a love supreme 
who hast all created, brought me to this stable; 
stretching infant hands on high, all creation to redeem 
Savior, long awaited? I alone am able. 
If a monarch, where thy state? By this lowly birth of mine, 
Where thy court on thee to wait? sinner, riches shall be thine, 
Scepter, crown, and sphere? matchless gifts and free; 
Here no regal pomp we see, willingly this yoke I take, 
nought but need and penury: and this sacrifice I make, 
why thus cradled here?  heaping joys for thee. 

3. Christ we praise with voices bold, 
laud and honor raising; 
for these mercies manifold 
join the hosts in praising: 
Father, glory be to thee 
for the wondrous charity 
of thy Son, our Lord. 
Better witness to thy worth, 
purer praise than ours on earth. 
angels' songs afford. 

Second Reading       Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that 
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe. 

  response after the reading: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
A New Year Carol Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
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Carol McKenzie, soprano 
 

Here we bring new water from the well so clear 
For to worship God with, this happy New Year 
 

Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 

 

Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe, 
Open you the West Door, and turn the Old Year go. 
 

Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 

 

Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin, 
Open you the East Door, and let the New Year in. 
 

Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 
 

Words: Anonymous, from Tom Tiddler's Ground, ed. Walter de la Mare 

Please stand the Gospel Reading 
Holy Gospel Please turn and face the Book of the Gospels Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

Acclamation before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ 
After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and 
went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have 
called my son." 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child's life are dead." Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 
But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 
away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be 
fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean." 

Acclamation after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Sermon The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 

Please stand and sing the carol: 
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8 
 

Prayers of the People  
Celebrant: In the stillness of this holy season of Christmas, let us pray to God, saying, 
“God of love, hear our prayer.”  
Intercessor: Christians around the world are celebrating the birth of your son, Jesus. 
Unite us in faith, that we may shine with one light, and scatter all darkness.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor: You pierced the cosmic silence with the utterance of your Word made flesh. 
Inspire leaders everywhere with your message of compassion and reconciliation.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor: By joining heaven and earth in your son, you affirmed the holiness of our 
earthly habitation. Encourage all people to bless it, and to keep it a hallowed home for 
all its occupants.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor: The Messiah is born, and promise is born anew. Renew our hope, 
individually and as a community, and strengthen the bonds we share with others, both 
within and beyond these walls.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor: Shepherds heard and conveyed your angel’s good news of great joy. Give us 
grace to understand and share your gospel of love.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor: Multitudes of heavenly host proclaimed glory to you and peace on earth. 
Kindle in our hearts the courage and strength to work for justice and liberation.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor: Jesus came to us as a baby cradled in a borrowed bed of straw, because there 
was no room at the inn. Open our eyes and hearts to the needs of the homeless and the 
hungry.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor: You sent Jesus to illuminate all who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 
death. Tend the embers of comfort and healing for all who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor: By making Jesus incarnate in the world, you offered to all people the blessing 
of holiness. Lend your glory to those who have died, and at the last day gather us all in 
your eternal life.  
People: God of love, hear our prayer.  
Intercessor: Hear the concerns and gratitude of your people here gathered, offered 
silently or aloud.  
Celebrant: God of love, the feast of Christmas reminds us that you are with us at all times 
and in all places; hear our prayer, and send your Holy Spirit to guide us more certainly 
upon the way of your Holy Child, Jesus the Christ. Amen.  
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Our Father, who art in heaven,   
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,   

                on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.   
People And also with you.  
 
Announcements  
 
Final Prayer—A New Year Prayer Written by Sister Mary Ann Barret, O.P. 
We Pray...  
For healing...prepare us for surprises. 
For strength...prepare us for surprises. 
For vision...prepare us for surprises. 
For transformation...prepare us for surprises. 
For messengers and messages...prepare us for surprises. 
For community...prepare us for surprises. 
For acceptance - of ourselves and others...prepare us for surprises. 
For making room at our tables...prepare us for surprises. 
For Truth-seeking...prepare us for surprises. 
For support...prepare us for surprises. 
For Common Ground...prepare us for surprises.  
Walk beside us, O Holy One, 
as we question and welcome, 
as we challenge and invite, 
as we discover and understand, 
as we see, touch, taste, smell, and listen for the Newness awaiting us in 2022. 
May we, Your Holy People, walk forward together side by side. 
Amen 
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Christmas Blessing  Common Worship (Church of England) 
May God, whose Eternal Word took our human nature, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness from before your path, and brighten your heart with 
the light of God's holiness. Amen. 

 

May God, who sent angelic witnesses to proclaim the glad news of the Savior's 
birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

 

May God, who in the Word-made-flesh joined thinks earthly and heavenly, give 
you every blessing of God's inward peace and goodwill. Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you this holy Christmastide and always.  Amen.  

Hymn 109 The First Nowell 
1. The first Nowell the angel did say 4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; o'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, and there it did both stop and stay 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. (Ref.) right over the place where Jesus lay. (Ref.) 

Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
2. They looked up and saw a star 5. Then entered in those wise men three 
shining in the east beyond them far, full reverently upon their knee, 
and to the earth it gave great light, and offered there in his presence, 
and so it continued both day and night. (Ref.) their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. (Ref.)  
3. And by the light of that same star 6. Then let us all with one accord 
three wise men came from country far; sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
to seek for a king was their intent, that hath made Heaven and earth of nought, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. (Ref.) and with His blood our life hath bought. (Ref) 
 
The Dismissal   
Celebrant Let us go forth in the power of Christ's love. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
Voluntary    
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License 
#A-715980. All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
St. John’s Intercession List: Cecily Merrell, Rosemary Sullivan, Ernie Runnells, the Barker 
family, the Baxter family, Marjorie Fergusson, Sarah Hackett, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline 
Vannah, Laurie Brown, the Featherstone family, Audrey Gordon Goldman, Mr. and Mrs. LS 
St. Cloud, DeeDee Bedford, Katie Perry, Pat Earle, Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Lynn 
Runnells, Laura, Becki Pedersen, Gene Cadman, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, 
Sheila Jones, Sereda Feener, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Meghan, David Arnold, 
Connor Macauley, Mary McIntyre, Patti Kelleher, Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming. 
 Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com 
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Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: January 2, 2022 
We encourage people who have health issues or current symptoms of illness, who are not 
vaccinated, or are anxious about being exposed to Covid to stay home and worship online. 
Your health and peace of mind are priority! At the same time, we realize that some people 
may not participate in virtual worship and wish to show up in person. Mandatory masking, 
sitting in alternating pews, and running air purifiers are all in place to keep people safe. And 
while some parishioners have contracted the virus, we are not aware of anyone catching 
Covid while worshipping at St. John’s. Please make the best decision you can for yourself 
and your household.  

Join us for Zoom Coffee Hour at 12:30: 
Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by location: 1 646 558 8656  

Vestry and Search Retreat going Virtual (Part I): The Vestry and Search retreat will be split 
into two parts, and will start with a morning Zoom session on January 8 from 9 to 11-ish. In 
Part I, we will review the timeline and roles for a typical search, and also look at the larger 
question of where St. John’s is in its life-cycle. Materials for the “deeper dive” question will 
be introduced, which will then lead to a full discussion at the Part II session (in person at a 
later and safer date). Zoom link and materials will be sent out next week. 

January 6th Epiphany Service Cancelled - The Epiphany service scheduled for Thursday, 
January 6th at 6 pm has been cancelled due to Covid. 

Thrift Shop Closed for a Few Weeks: The Thrift Shop will not be open tomorrow (Saturday, 
January 1) and will remain closed for at least the following two weeks, to minimize Covid 
exposure to the staff and volunteers there. An opening date will be assessed after the two 
weeks have passed.  

Stay Safe! Please stay masked whenever you are around people outside your household. 
Cloth masks are not very effective; at the minimum, use a surgical mask. KN95 and N95 
masks are best! If you or household members develop cold-like symptoms (sore throat, 
runny nose, tiredness or loss of taste or smell), isolate and get tested. Avoid larger gatherings 
or eating situations with others. Getting vaccinated or boosted is a good defense against 
serious illness. 

Annual Meeting: Sunday, January 30th after one service at 9:30 am. Please submit reports to 
Elizabeth, the Parish Administrator by Friday, January 14. Thanks! 
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The Second Sunday after Christmas—January 2, 2021 
Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 

 Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
 Reader/Acolyte Bill Melvin 
 Musician Mark Nelson, Music Director & Organist 
 Singer Carol McKenzie 
 Altar Guild Karen Kasper & Melanie Murray-Brown 
 Flower Guild Mark Nelson 
 

Christmas Flower Memorials 
We regret that Concetta & Joseph Anders and Annette Biggar  

were left off the Christmas Flower memorial list. 
 

Jane Walsh 
Irene Zager 
Adele Q. Ervin 
Blair McElroy 
Arlene Wilson 
Janie Brown 
Pietro Cesare Mola 
Edward G. McIntyre 
Arnold “Arnie” Ellis, Jr. 
Mrs. Betty D. & Mr. James  
      M. Knott, Sr. 
Jennifer Harrison McNamara 
Dean W. Harrison, Sr. 
David Harrison 
Lester W Harrison 
Hazel O. Harrison 
Howard S. Barrows 
Martha C. Barrows 
Raymond H. Barrows 
Ann V. Sanborn 

Billy Baxter 
Dom & Mary Lupo 
Doris & Ernest Nelson 
H. Thomas Baugh III 
Capt. & Mrs. Cecil  

Moulton 
Mr. & Mrs. Russell  

Moulton 
Nancy Reed Moulton 
John Judson Monroe 
Frances & William   

Anderson 
Sally Read 
Bobby Comfort 
Charles Currier 
Pedro & Josephine 

Maldonado  
Edward & Eleanor  

Currier 
Josephine Rallo 

Cynthia MacLeod 
Amy Rocha 
Mark Currier 
Phil Sassone  
Giacomo Rallo 
Clayton Dyett, Sr. 
Jennie Nelson Gillis 
Dorothy Banfield Dyett 
Jennie & Carl Nelson 
Margaret & Dan Gillis 
Katie & Hugh McEachern 
Donald Milton Gillis 
Don Stacy 
Helen Stacy 
Robert Freda 
Richard Earle 
John F. Mohr 
Marie R. Mohr 
Ulisse Gorga 
Luisa Gorga

 

 
Saint John’s Episcopal Church—StJohnsGloucester.org 

48 Middle Street, Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-5795 
Parish Office Telephone: 978-283-1708 

WiFi password:  48MiddleSt  
Alan McIntosh Gates, Bishop of Mass. & Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan 

The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest Wardens: Karen Kasper, Ellen Sibley 
Mark Edward Nelson, Music Director  Clerk: Joan Gorga 
Elizabeth de Veer, Parish Administrator Treasurer: Sue Lupo, Assistant Treasurer: Geoff Pope 
Marge Bishop, Church Assistant VESTRY 
Pandora Gorman, Interim Thrift Shop Manager 2022 – Patricia Anders, DeeDee Bedford, Errol Smikle 
Staff e-mail: first name+@stjohnsgloucester.org 2023 – Katharine Newhouse, Jane Ward, Carol Ann Zapustas 
 2024 – Doug Parsons, Janet Knott 


