
Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts 
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 31, 2020 

Welcome 
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor,  

we hope you will enjoy our fellowship!   
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 
1989 National Council of  the Churches of  Christ in the United States of  America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of  Common Prayer, 1979, which the 

Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain.



Music Notes 
It is the first time we’ve used the full 16 window potential of  the Acapella app choir 
window on our first hymn: “Joyful, joyful we adore Thee!” You’ll note that some of  us 
sing in more than one window … usually indicating that we’re singing different voice 
parts.  
 We’re also featuring an anthem that we know pretty well, and also love: “There’s a 
wideness in God’s mercy.” The final hymn is also known as “The Summons.” It could 
have been paired with the readings from the last several weeks … but we’re including it 
now noting that the text fits in with our focus on the year in review, as well as the 
Annual Meeting. 

Voluntary Nun freut euch lieven Christen g’mein Ernst Pepping 
  (1934-2003) 

Please join in singing hymn 376: 



 
All stand 
Officiant  The Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of  thy   
  rising.  
    
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.   



Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,  
we have followed too much the devices and desires of  our own hearts,  
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which we ought to have done,  
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done.  
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord;  
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,  
to the glory of  thy holy Name. Amen.  

Officiant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of  all your 
sins, true repentance, amendment of  life, and the grace and consolation of  his Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

All stand 

Officiant  O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.  

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



	

Psalm 111 Confitebor tibi Musical setting by Mark Nelson 

 

1 Hal-\ le-/ lujah, hal-\ le-\ lujah! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with \ my / whole heart, * 
in the assembly of  the upright, in the con-\ greg-\ ation. 

2 Great are the deeds of  \ the / LORD! * 
they are studied by all who delight \ in \ them. 

3 His work is full of  majesty \ and / splendor, * 
and his righteousness endures \ for \ ever. 

4 He makes his marvelous works to be \ re-/ membered; * 
the LORD is gracious and full of  \ com-\ passion. 

5 He gives food to those \ who / fear him; * 
he is ever mindful of  \ his \ covenant. 

6 He has shown his people the power of  \ his / works * 
in giving them the lands of  \ the \ nations. 

7 The works of  his hands are faithfulness \ and / justice; * 
all his commandments \ are \ sure. 



8 They stand fast for ever \ and / ever, * 
because they are done in truth \ and e-\ quity. 

9 He sent redemption to his people; 
he commanded his covenant \ for / ever; * 
holy and awesome is \ his \ Name. 

10 The fear of  the LORD is the beginning \ of  / wisdom; * 
those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 
his praise endures \ for \ ever. 

Hal-\ le-/ lujah, hal-\ le-\ lujah! 

First Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

	

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 



	

	

Third Reading Mark 1:21-28 

Sermon 



	

	

	

The Prayers 

The people stand or kneel 



Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

V. O Lord, save thy people, and bless thine heritage; 
R. Govern them and lift them up for ever. 
V. Day by day we magnify thee; 
R. And we worship thy Name ever, world without end.  
V. Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin;  
R. O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.  
V. O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us;  
R. As our trust is in thee. 
V. O Lord, in thee have I trusted;  
R. Let me never be confounded. 

The Officiant then says the following Collects 

The Collect of  the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of  thy people, and in our time grant us thy peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



A Collect for Guidance 
O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray thee 
so to guide and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of  our 
life we may not forget thee, but may remember that we are ever walking in thy sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of  thy faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
thee for all members of  thy holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may 
truly and godly serve thee; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Please join in singing: 

Anthem There’s a wideness in God’s mercy Maurice Bevan (1921-2006) 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,  For the love of  God is broader  
like the wideness of  the sea.  than the measures of  the mind.  
There’s a kindness in His justice,  And the heart of  the Eternal  
which is more than liberty.  is most wonderfully kind.  
There is no place where earth’s sorrows  But we make his love too narrow, 
are more felt than up in heaven.  by false limits of  our own,  
There is no place where earth’s failings  and we magnify His strictness  
have such kindly judgment given.  with a zeal he will not own.  
  

There is plentiful redemption  
In the blood that has been shed;  
There is joy for all the members  
In the sorrows of  the Head.   
There is grace enough for thousands.  
Of  new worlds as great as this;  
There is room for fresh creations  
In that upper home of  bliss.  
If  our love were but more simple,  
We should take him at his word;  
And our lives would be all gladness  
In the joy of  Christ our Lord.  



A General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that thou hast done for us. We 
thank thee for the splendor of  the whole creation, for the beauty of  this 
world, for the wonder of  life, and for the mystery of  love. 

We thank thee for the blessing of  family and friends, and for the loving 
care which surrounds us on every side. 

We thank thee for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and 
for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 

We thank thee also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on thee alone. 

Above all, we thank thee for thy Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of  his Word 
and the example of  his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and 
for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of  thy kingdom. 

Grant us the gift of  thy Spirit, that we may know him and make him 
known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to 
thee in all things. Amen. 

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication unto thee, and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that 
when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst of  them: 
Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of  thy servants as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of  thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  
the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore.  
Amen. 

Please join in singing the closing hymn: 



	
Voluntary Joyous Day John Leavitt 
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The 159th Annual Meeting of  
Saint John’s Church 

Gloucester, Massachusetts 
The Rev. Bret B. Hays, Rector, presiding 

  
Agenda 

  
1. Call to Order and Opening Prayer – The Rev. Bret Hays – 2 min. 

2. Approval of  the Minutes of  the 158th Annual Meeting – Joan Gorga, Clerk – 3 min. 

3. Report of  the Nominating Committee – Karen Kasper, Warden and Committee Member – 5 min. 
    3a. Presentation of  the Committee’s slate          
       Wardens: Karen Kasper and Ellen Sibley 
       Vestry: Janet Knott and Doug Parsons (one position vacant) 
       Treasurer: Sue Lupo 
       Clerk: Joan Gorga 
       Diocesan Delegates: Gwen Kopka and Geoff  Pope 
       Diocesan Alternates: Bill Melvin and Ellen Sibley 
       Deanery Delegates: Rick Britton and Lynn Runnells 
    3b. Nominations from the floor 
  
4. Receipt of  Committee/Guild Reports – as printed in the Annual Report – 10 min. 
    Questions and Discussion 

5. Receipt of  Financial Reports – Sue Lupo, Treasurer – 15 min. 
    5a. Treasurer’s Report 
    5b. 2021 Budget 
    5c. Questions and Discussion 

6. Anti-Racism Programming Overview – Rick Britton, Claudette Chmura, and Connie DeSimone – 10 
min. 

7. Strategic Planning Overview – The Rev. Bret Hays – 10 min. 
  
8. Other Business and General Discussion – 10 min. 

9. Acknowledgements – 5 min. 
    9a. Acknowledgement of  Staff  and Volunteers – The Rev. Bret Hays 
    9b. Acknowledgement of  departing Vestry members – Karen Kasper and Ellen Sibley, Wardens 

10. Adjournment and Closing Prayer – The Rev. Bret Hays – 2 min.


