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Music Notes ♫
Organ Voluntaries celebrate the 334th birthday of J. S. Bach! I was surprised to
understand now for the first time that he was born on March 21, 1685 of the OLD
CALENDAR, and that with our “newer” calendar the date would be March 31, 1685. O
well, we’ll observe it Sunday anyway! I'll leave it for you all to go down the old and new
calendar rabbit hole!
We’ll hear “When in the hour of utmost need” at the beginning and his Prelude
and Fugue in E minor. Many of Bach’s larger works have nicknames, mostly assigned
long after he died. The Prelude is “Cathedral” probably named for the spaces for silence
in the music which would roll around the arches in a gothic cathedral. The Fugue is
“The Nightwatchman,” a job that doesn’t exist any more, unfortunately. This person
would walk the streets and shout/sing at the top of each hour and sometimes report the
news or sing a song. The fugue subject with a little “mordent” (a wavering sound) on the
second and fourth notes perhaps sound like what these folk did!
During a sermon now probably 2 months ago I heard Bret quoting a hymn I
knew well from my childhood “In the Cross of Christ I Glory, Towering O’er the
Wrecks of Time.” Powerful words, but familiar from a tune that was drilled into me
during Wednesday evening Lenten services growing up Lutheran in Lutherland (AKA
Minnesota, with apologies to the Dakotas, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, and Pennsylvania,
among others. I looked it up in our leaflets and realized I’d never programed it. I looked
it up in the hymnal and realized there was a second tune. And that tune is by Bruce
Neswick, a fellow Lutheran (and acquaintance), but serving nearly his entire career in
Episcopal churches (Cathedrals in DC, Atlanta and currently in Portland OR.) This tune
was unfamiliar to me but I had heard of its power. The tune is unusual in that it
modulates between 2 tonal centers (key signatures). Well, I played it several dozen times
(how many times does it take for you to know a tune well enough to love?) It grew on
me, and the words became as powerful sung as they were when Bret recited them. I hope
you listen to this singing 3 times and on the 4th, you’ll sing along!
Our final hymn is one of the mountain top hymns of this time of the church
year, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” Prolific hymn writer Isaac Watts penned
this in 1707. This text remains as Watts left it except for the common omission of the
penultimate stanza:
His dying crimson, like a robe
spreads o’er his body on the Tree;
then am I dead to all the globe,
and all the globe is dead to me.
This hymn first appeared in the Episcopal hymnal in 1826! (The earliest hymnals had no
tunes, just lyrics!) It was paired with the tune “Rockingham” shortly thereafter. It was
originally written to sing metrical Psalms in 1790 (when all church music had to be from
the Bible, or a metrical version of a Biblical text). It quickly jumped the pond and was
published in Salem Massachusetts in “The Salem Collection of Classical Sacred Music”
in 1805.

Voluntary

Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein
When in the hour of utmost need

J S. Bach (1685-1750)

All stand
Officiant

Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me.”

Dearly beloved, we have come together in the presence of Almighty God our heavenly
Father, to set forth his praise, to hear his holy Word, and to ask, for ourselves and on
behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and our salvation. And so
that we may prepare ourselves in heart and mind to worship him, let us kneel in silence,
and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness
by his infinite goodness and mercy.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Officiant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter — All stand
Officiant
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Please join in singing the invitatory hymn:

Psalm 51:1-13 Page 656, BCP
Miserere mei, Deus Plainsong Mode 2.1
at the mid-verse (*) we observe the breath, exhale & inhale (2 beat pause)

Mark:

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-/ kindness; *—pause—
in your great compassion blot out \ my offenses.

Carol:

2 Wash me through and through from my / wickedness *—pause—
and cleanse me \ from my sin.

Mark:

3 For I know my trans-/ gressions, *—pause—
and my sin is e-\ ver before me.

Carol:

4 Against you only have I / sinned *—pause—
and done what is evil \ in your sight.

Mark:

5 And so you are justified / when you speak *—pause—
and upright \ in your judgment.

Carol:

6 Indeed, I have been wicked / from my birth, *—pause—
a sinner from my \ mother's womb.

Mark:

7 For behold, you look for truth deep with-/ in me, *—pause—
and will make me understand \ wisdom secretly.

Carol:

8 Purge me from my sin, and I / shall be pure; *—pause—
wash me, and I shall be \ clean indeed.

Mark:

9 Make me hear of joy and / gladness, *—pause—
that the body you have broken \ may rejoice.

Carol:

10 Hide your face from my / sins *—pause—
and blot out all \ my iniquities.

Mark:

11 Create in me a clean / heart, O God, *—pause—
and renew a right spi-\ rit within me.

Carol:

12 Cast me not away from your / presence *—pause—
and take not your holy \ Spirit from me.

ALL:

13 Give me the joy of your saving / help again *—pause—
and sustain me with your bount-\ iful Spirit.

First Reading

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Second Reading

Hebrews 5:5-10

Canticle N (I John 4:7-8, 10-11, 12b)
Music by Michael Sitton
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is Love.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us
and sent his Son that sins might be forgiven.
Beloved, since God loved us so much,
we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us,
and God’s love will be perfected in us.

Third Reading
Sermon

John 12:20-33

The Prayers
The people stand or kneel
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
The Officiant then says the following Collects
The Collect of the Day
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners:
Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that,
among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect of Ash Wednesday
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of
all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A Prayer for Mission
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross
that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you
to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with
our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Please join in singing hymn 474:

Voluntary

Prelude and Fugue in E minor BWV 533

J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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