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We’re happy to welcome the Rev. Anne Deneen, recently retired ELCA pastor who lives
in Rockport. As no stranger to big changes, her words will find resonance with us as we
continue our ministry to each other and to our community in these days awaiting an
interim priest.
Summer has arrived, and with that we’ll be making use of the large library of
hymns and other music that we’ve developed over the last 14 months. That way we
musicians will be able to take a break from the weekly duty of singing. We look forward
to singing again in the fall … however that happens!
Our “After Pentecost” lectionary provides for some options for readings, and we’ll
take the opportunity to read from Genesis, story of Adam and Eve after eating of the
forbidden fruit. We have a wonderful Lessons and Carols recording from St. Luke’s in
Evanston Illinois from perhaps 25-30 years ago. This same reading is often read at L&C.
And for this recording a child, perhaps 6 or 7, did the reading. With the excellent training
as a chorister under Richard Webster to pronounce every vowel and consonant, this child
read with gusto. And in our yearly listen to this disc I’m always reduced to tears of joy.
He makes it sound like it’s the best thing in the world to say “naked” not just once, but
twice in a very large and reverberant church!
Voluntary

Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich

Max Drischner (1891-1971)

This Chorale was written by Martin Luther and was sung weekly as a prayer for peace.
It was, in turn, based upon a 6th or 7th Century Latin hymn “Da pacem, Domine.”
Mercifully grant us peace,
Lord God, in our time.
There is none other
Who can struggle for us
But you alone, our God.

Officiant
Officiant

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept. Officiant and People together, all kneeling

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name.
Amen.
Officiant Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in
eternal life. Amen.
The Invitatory and Psalter — All stand
Officiant
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Invitatory Canticle:

Psalm 138 Confitebor tibi
1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *
before the gods I will sing your praise.

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, *
because of your love and faithfulness;
3 For you have glorified your Name *
and your word above all things.
4 When I called, you answered me; *
you increased my strength within me.
5 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
6 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *
that great is the glory of the Lord.
7 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *
he perceives the haughty from afar.
8 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.
9 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *
O Lord, your love endures for ever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.
Reading: Genesis 3:8-15
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of
the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man,
and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked
me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

Canticle:

Reading 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I
believed, and so I spoke” —we also believe, and so we speak, because we know
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring
us with you into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner
nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look
not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Reading: Mark 3:20-35
The crowd came together again, so that Jesus and his disciples could not even eat.
When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying,
“He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem
said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” And
he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out
Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has

risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. But
no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying
up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.
“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies
they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, “He has an unclean
spirit.”
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and
called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother
and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, “Who
are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around him, he
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of God is my
brother and sister and mother.”
Homily

The Rev. Anne Deneen

The Prayers
Officiant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Officiant Let us pray.
Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always.
V. Day by day we bless you;
R. We praise your Name for ever.
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today;
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;
R. For we put our trust in you.

V. In you, Lord, is our hope;
R. And we shall never hope in vain.
The Officiant then says the following Collects
The Collect of the Day
O God, from whom all good proceeds: Grant that by your inspiration we may think
those things that are right, and by your merciful guiding may do them; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever.
A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done
your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give
you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
A Prayer for Mission
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed
Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold;
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant Let us pray,
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with us all evermore.
Amen.

Voluntary

“The Fifers”

Jean-François Dandrieu (c.1682-1738)
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