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Welcome 
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor,  

we hope you will enjoy our fellowship!   
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980. 
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worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of  Common Prayer, 1979, which the 
Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain. Image credit: Scott, Lorenzo. Baptism of  Jesus, from Art in the Christian 
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RC=56877 [retrieved January 9, 2021]. Original source: https://americanart.si.edu/artwork/baptism-jesus-33953. 



Music Notes 
 I’m so happy to see several new singers joining our “singing together apart” choir. 
The opening hymn is a Baptism hymn, also with roots in the Gospel story we hear today, 
that of  Jesus being baptized in the Jordan by John. It was written in 1973 to meet the 
new demands of  the liturgical renewal of  the time which emphasized baptism of  
children and adults happening within the context of  public worship, where previously it 
was nearly always a private family affair. The music is an early metrical Psalm tune from 
1635, and was largely forgotten until the early 20th century when a pleasing harmony was 
created and it appeared in several of  the most popular hymnals. 
 Organ music is based on the final hymn 496 “How Bright Appears the Morning 
Star.” We hear short settings by two Boston composers, both personal friends of  mine. 
James Woodman is the organist at the Monastery of  the Society of  St. John, the 
Evangelist (SSJE) on Memorial Drive in Cambridge. (Incidentally they are broadcasting 
several services each week through their FaceBook page.) James is from Falmouth 
Foreside, near Portland Maine. He studied at Exeter, Princeton, and New England 
Conservatory. Leonardo Ciampa hails from Revere and studied organ under Yuko 
Hayashi. In addition to playing and composing he’s a published author on the Italian Bel 
Canto singing tradition from the early twentieth century. The compositions all contain 
some of  the dancelike qualities associated with this Renaissance tune. The tune was 
remade in the Eighteenth Century as exhibited at Hymn 497, in a more “straightened 
out” version, harmonized by J. S. Bach, and used in 6 cantatas.  

Voluntary How Bright Appears the Morning Star (Hymn 496) James Woodman 

Please join in singing Hymn 121



	

All stand 
Officiant  Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of  your rising.  
   
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 



Officiant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our   
  Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the  
  Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter — All stand 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

	



Psalm 29 Afferte Domino 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
worship the Lord in the beauty of  holiness. 

3 The voice of  the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of  glory thunders; * 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

4 The voice of  the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of  the Lord is a voice of  splendor. 

5 The voice of  the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
the Lord breaks the cedars of  Lebanon; 

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of  the Lord splits the flames of  fire; 
the voice of  the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of  Kadesh. 

8 The voice of  the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 

9 And in the temple of  the Lord * 
all are crying, “Glory!” 

10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of  peace. 

First Reading Genesis 1:1-5 



	

Second Reading Acts 19:1-7 

	



	

Third Reading Mark 1:4-11 

Sermon 

Voluntary How Bright Appears the Morning Star (Hymn 496) James Woodman 

	



	

The Prayers 

The people stand or kneel 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 



 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your Name for ever.  
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.  
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain.  

The Officiant then says the following Collects 

The Collect of  the Day 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of  Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into 
his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and 
Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  
Amen. 

A Collect for Peace  
O God, the author of  peace and lover of  concord, to know you is eternal life and to 
serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of  our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  any 
adversaries; through the might of  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Mission 
O God, you have made of  one blood all the peoples of  the earth, and sent your blessed 
Son to preach peace to those who are far off  and to those who are near: Grant that 
people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of  your kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please join in singing: 



	



A General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We 
thank you for the splendor of  the whole creation, for the beauty of  this 
world, for the wonder of  life, and for the mystery of  love.  

We thank you for the blessing of  family and friends, and for the loving care 
which surrounds us on every side.  
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for 
leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.  

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to 
acknowledge our dependence on you alone.  

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of  his Word 
and the example of  his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 
overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; and 
for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of  your 
kingdom.  

Grant us the gift of  your Spirit, that we may know him and make him 
known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to 
you in all things. Amen.  

A Prayer of  St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of  
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 
this world knowledge of  your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  
Amen. 

Voluntary How Bright Appears the Morning Star (Hymn 496) Leonardo Ciampa


