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Today is the Feast of the Transfiguration, or, rather, the Feast of Shiny People, specifically Moses and 
Jesus, with Elijah thrown in too.  Just think—Moses was way ahead of his time and would completely 
fit in today.  There was a plague and then he started wearing a face covering—that is, a mask!   
 
But back to the shiny people bit.  Here’s the backstory on Moses:  He and the people were in the 
wilderness after they had been led out of Egypt.  JHWH came and spoke to the people, giving them 
the Ten Commandments, the agreement of how the people are to serve God and care for each other.  
Then JHWH invites Moses to go up Mt. Sinai for further conversation with God.  So Moses goes.  
But he stays there for 40 days, a really long time.  The people start getting anxious and fearful and 
worry that Moses and God have abandoned them there in the wilderness.  They approach Aaron, the 
2nd in command, and demand that he make a new god for them, since Moses has disappeared.  So 
Aaron has the collect gold and makes some kind of calf image, perhaps a picture carved into wood 
and inlaid with gold.  Then the people worship the image and have a big party.  I guess that’s one way 
to deal with anxiety! 
 
When Moses comes down the mountain, carrying the stone tablets with the commandments inscribed, 
he hears the ruckus and learns what has happens.  JHWH vows to destroy them all, but Moses talks 
the Lord out of it.  Still Moses is so angry that he smashes the stone tablets, and JHWH sends a great 
plague among the people. 
 
After all this, Moses goes up Mt Sinai again with 2 new tablets of stone.  There, JHWH again confirms 
their covenant with the Hebrew people: “I am the Lord.  I am the Lord.  I am slow to anger and rich 
in unfailing love and faithfulness. . . I will perform wonders that have never been done before 
anywhere in all the earth or in any nation.  . . . Your responsibility is to obey all the commands I am 
giving you today.”  When Moses leaves the mountain carrying the tablets, once again inscribed with 
the commandments, his face glows from his encounter with JHWH.  People could see that he had 
indeed been in the very presence of God.  And Moses spoke all the words of God to the people with 
his face shining.  Every time he talked with God, his face lit up, glowing, and every time he talked with 
the people, he allowed them to see his shining face.  But when he wasn’t talking with God or relaying 
God’s message from God to the people, he covered his face, to signal that he was just speaking as a 
normal mortal. 
 
The significance of this story is that it signals the reestablishment of trust and relationship with Moses 
and with God after the terrible destruction of those relationships.  Right out of the box, fueled by 
fear, the people broke their covenant with God and showed no trust in the leadership of Moses.  And 
after some anger, regret and a plague, JHWH reaffirms the covenant, reaches out once again to be 
God for these people, and to work through Moses.  God says to Moses, “I will go with you . . . I will 
do what you have asked, for you have found favor with me, and you are my friend.”   
 
Moses is so tight with JHWH that he literally shines with God’s glory.  The people can see that God 
is present to Moses and they can trust Moses and trust God.  That’s what this story is about. 
 
The Gospel story is built on this.  Jesus goes up a mountain with his best buds, Peter, James and John. 
As he was praying, he lit up like a light bulb and his clothing shone white.  Moses and Elijah were 
there, and “they were glorious to see.”   And they were speaking about his leaving—his “exodus,”--
which means his death, which would happen in Jerusalem.  And there was Peter’s silliness about 



making booths, but then the cloud, the presence of God, descends and they were frightened, and they 
hear the voice of the God saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One.  Listen to him!” 
 
The message is very clear:  Jesus is the new Moses, the Messiah who would be heralded by the return 
of Elijah.  Moses is the GOAT, the Greatest of All Time for Jews; Jesus is “even more GOAT.”  In 
Exodus, Moses is called God’s friend.  In the Gospel, Jesus is claimed as God’s son—both are close 
and intimate relationships, but family member is EVEN closer!  In both, they shine with the glory of 
God’s presence.  In both, it is a clear revelation that God is present in the midst of present and future 
difficulty.  In both, Moses and Jesus are the models and mouthpieces for God—“Listen to him!” 
 
In the Old Testament, shining Moses is able to demonstrate to the people that, despite their fear and 
terrible actions, God is still with them, and Moses has the authority to speak on God’s behalf.  They 
can trust Moses and trust God.  In the Gospels, shining Jesus is able to demonstrate to his trusted 
disciples that God is present with them, and that Jesus is tight with God.  Jesus is the real thing and 
they are to listen to him, trust him, and believe him.  Because what is coming is conflict, upheaval, 
plots, arrest, and death. 
 
And for us? More and more the myth of White middle-class America, with clear life progression, 
predictability and calm is falling by the wayside.  That myth was never true for most people, but now 
we all live in times that are as unpredictable as the weather.  70 degrees one day and snow the next—
and for me, warm weather in February is deeply anxiety-provoking, because it is unnatural and bodes 
100 degree weather in June or even May.  Covid infections are way down, back to early August levels, 
before Delta.  Great!  But are we done, or do we just get a breath before the next outbreak?  Russia 
invaded Ukraine this week and like an abuser that Putin is, blamed the victim, Ukraine for the assault.   
Deeply frightening, not only for the people of Ukraine, but also because of global power games.  A 
federal court in Georgia found the three men who murdered Ahmed Arbury guilty of hate crimes and 
a new supreme court justice nominee, Ketanji Brown Jackson, would be the first Black woman on the 
court. These are both steps forward, but they are also reminders of the huge gaps in racial justice and 
equity here.   
    
And I imagine your lives, as well, have this up and down, unpredictable quality.  Friends and family 
members getting married, having babies, getting jobs, visiting.   Celebrations.  Alongside accidents, 
illness, mental illness, advancing age, moves, unemployment, substance abuse, struggles to get or stay 
in housing. These have always been around, but are more pronounced, more prevalent, and the piled 
up grief and stress and economic challenges of the last two years have made us all tired, irritable, with 
fewer emotional and spiritual reserves.   How can we persevere?  What are we to do? 
 
Fasten your seat belt for a wild ride ahead!  It’s going to be bumpy!  It’s important to be present, both 
to the joy and the pain.  When there are events and people to celebrate, celebrate!  Show up, embrace 
joy, dance and sing!  We can’t survive if we don’t embrace joy.  God is present and shines out in these 
relationships and these moments of celebration.  And when the pain and grief shows up, the daily 
uncertainty and worry, be present to that as well.  Seek God, seek the face and voice of Jesus, the tiny 
spark of life and hope that WILL SHOW UP even in the most difficult of times.  Hold onto that hope 
and keep looking, keep listening.  And we need to do this for each other—pointing out God amid the 
pain and turmoil.  When they come down from the mountain, Jesus and the disciples are headed to 
Jerusalem and Jesus’ crucifixion.  That’s why God tells the disciples to “Listen to him!”  Difficult times 
ahead. 
 
At the offertory we’ll sing the hymn “Trust and Obey.”  The root meaning of “obey” or “obedience” 
is listening.  Trust and Listen.  The words say,  
 “When we walk with the Lord in the light of His word, 



  What a glory he shines on our way! 
  While we do his good will, He abides with us still, 
  And with all who will trust and obey. 
  Trust and obey, trust and obey, there is no other way to be happy in Jesus.  
  But to trust and obey.” 
 
Let us pray.  Amen. 
 


