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The Third Sunday in Lent—March 12, 2023, 9:30 am   SUNDAY NEWS 
  

   Prelude: Rhosymedre (or “Lovely”)        Ralph Vaughan Williams 
THE WORD OF GOD 

    Opening Hymn #657 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “Love divine all loves excelling” 
 

The Collect 
Celebrant God is with you 
People                 And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray together the collect of the day:        

   Creator God, you have made us not in one mold, but in many: 
   so deepen our unity in Christ that we may rejoice in our diversity.  Amen.  (NZPB) 
 

First Reading: Acts 8:26-39  
As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert road that runs from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.”  So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under the 
Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and he was now returning. 
Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.” Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the 
prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” The man replied, “How can I, 
unless someone instructs me?” And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him. The 
passage of Scripture he had been reading was this: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. . . . “ 

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?” So beginning with 
this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News about Jesus. As they rode along, they came to some 
water, and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?” He ordered the carriage 
to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way 
rejoicing.                          Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 139:1-10, 14  

 
Cantor:    O God, you have searched me and / known me.* —pause— 

   You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far / a-way. 
 

Lectern:  You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with / all my ways.* —pause— 

  Even before a word is on my tongue, O God, you know / it com-plete-ly. 
 

Organ:  You hem me in, behind and be-/fore,* —pause— and lay your hand / u-pon me. 
 

Lectern:  Such knowledge is too wonderful for / me; *—pause—it is so high that I can-not / a-ttain it.4 
 

Organ:  Where can I go from your / spi-rit? * —pause— Or where can I flee from / your pre-sence? 
 

Lectern:  If I ascend to heaven, you are / there;* —pause— if I make my bed in Sheol, you / are there.*  
 

Organ: If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the / sea,* —pause— 
   even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold / me fast.*  
 

ALL:  I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully / made. *—pause—  
   Wonderful are your works; that I know ve-/ry well.* 
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Second Reading: Galatians 3:26-29 
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 

have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God 
 

Cantor first, then congregation: 
Gospel Acclamation 
.                             
   
 
 

Gospel: John 4:5-19  
Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, according to John: Glory to you, Lord Christ! 

(Jesus) came to a town in Samaria called Sychar. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from 
the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a 
drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and 
who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living 
water?  Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also 
his sons and his livestock?” Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I 
won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” He told her, “Go, call your husband and 
come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no 
husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What 
you have just said is quite true.” “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 
    The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Christ! 
 

Sermon or Reflection Time                            The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt 
Anthem:  For Everyone Born                   Brian Mann/arr. Tom Trenney 

    Offertory Hymn: “I Met a Stranger on the Road” (to the tune of “Kingsfold,” Blue Hymnal #480) 
1. I met a stranger on the road who read a book alone, 

whose skin was dark and language strange, whose status was unknown.  
And yet he read my sacred text, this pilgrim from abroad, 
and asked “Where can I find a guide to lead me to this God?” 

2. I told the story of the Christ whose life denounced each wall, 
whose love expands our narrowed sights: the Lamb raise up for all. 
And when I asked if he believed, I saw my view was flawed: 
we both encountered grace that day, we both were led to God. 

3. For when we draw our boundary lines dividing out from in, 
then Christ stands on the other side; exclusion is our sin. 
Praise God for strangers on the road—the diff’rent and the odd— 
the pilgrim guides who take our hand and lead us back to God.  
 

Communion Hymn #335: (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “I am the bread of life” 
 

Final Hymn: “God of many faces” (Page 4)  2    

Postlude: Steal Away to Jesus                 Robert J. Powell, based on STEAL AWAY, an African-American spiritual 
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Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980.  
All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

 

Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: March 12, 2023 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy” Sunday at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 
location: 1 646 558 8656. 

 

Holy Week Planning and Hymns TODAY, March 12 at 11.  If you would like to shape Holy Week and choose hymns, 
here’s your chance!  We’ll meet in the Thompson Room. 

 

Vestry Meeting this Tuesday, March 14, 7 pm in person and on Zoom. 
 

Write your Own Obituary Workshop, Saturday March 25:  St. John’s will host a morning (9-11) workshop on that 
will allow you to consider your life, your legacy, and what you still hope to do!  Our own Elizabeth DeVeer will 
help lead.  Coffee and snacks.  Sign up with Marge (marge@stjohnsgloucester.org) or call the office.   

 

Regal Rummage – March SALE! Check out Regal Rummage and our 50% Off Sale everything winter for the entire 
month of March! Help us get ready for our Spring/early Summer merchandise.  Open Weds & Sat, 10-2 

 

The Priest-in-Charge Position is Re-posted:  Sadly, the candidate who was called by the vestry accepted a different 
offer.  While this is a disappointment, it is not the end.  Please continue praying for the right priest to apply.  

 

The Open Door Update: Please continue to bring in food for families in Gloucester.  Items currently needed 
include: healthy cereal, flour, flavored rice packets, baby food and diapers, coffee and tea, and canned tuna.  

 
Third Sunday of Lent—March 12, 2023 

  Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
  Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
  Lector Rick Britton 
  LEM Claudette Chmura 
  Acolyte Karen Kasper 
  Usher Tom Chmura and Connie DeSimone 
   Musicians The Congregation, the Choir, Joe Stoddard, Music Director 
  Altar Guild Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
  Flower Guild Rosemary Sullivan and Gwen Kopka 
 
 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS TODAY are in memory of Richard Earle given by Pat Earle. 
 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP burns this week in memory of Joseph Stoddard, Sr., given by Joe Stoddard and Paul Mouratidis. 
 

Sign up for future dates including flower and lamp, Action Sandwiches and coffee hour. Sign-ups are on the kiosk 
in the parish hall.  

 
St. John’s Intercession List: Peg Cremin, Michele Del Vecchio, Dolores Ormsbee, Méabh Ní Bhuinneáin, Paul 

Mauratidis, Nicole Newhouse and Family, Marsha White, Rick Kopka, Claire Stahler, Jennifer Morris, Carole Secrest, 
Tyler March, Chris Klosterman, Sereda Feener, Alex, Lynn Runnells, Alex Furth, Simeon Teitelbaum, Miriam 
Teitelbaum, Debra Ketchopulos, Rita Peritore, Jim and Mary Drogan, the Baxter Family, Len Berry, Ellen, Ginga 
Graves and Patrick DeMuller, Wayne Martin, Hope and Lily Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, Nate Mook, Ernie 
Runnells, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline Vannah, DeeDee Bedford, Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Becki 
Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, Malcolm Henderson, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Connor Macauley, 
Margie Sonthemier, John Fleming.   

Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com  
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God of Many Faces 

 
 

 

 


