Saint John’s Episcopal Church—Gloucester, Massachusetts
The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
November 15, 2020

Welcome
Regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope
you will enjoy our fellowship!
Permission to podcast and reprint the words and music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net, License #A-715980.
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©
1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide. The collect, psalm, and Morning Prayer service are taken from The Book of Common Prayer, 1979, which the
Episcopal Church has placed in the public domain. Image: “The Parable of the Talents” by Андрей Николаевич Миронов
(A.N. Mironov). Oil on canvas, 2013. Use permitted with attribution.

Music Notes ♫

I’m so pleased that we have 3 singers making their debut in today’s hymn singing. Sarah Larson,
Gwen Kopka, and Chuck Everett! And Rick Britton makes his second hymn! Brava/Bravo!
Voluntaries are by J. S. Bach found in the “Neumeister Collection” found in the Yale
library and published during the BachJahr in 1985. This is a collection of early works. The
closing voluntary is particularly robust setting recalling the dramatic stylus fantasticus
improvisational setting of earlier composers.

Voluntary

Christus, der ist mein Leben (Hymn 295)

Please join in singing Hymn
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J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

All stand
Officiant

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to
your holy hill and to your dwelling.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Officiant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter — All stand
Officiant
People

Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.
Please join in singing a metrical setting of the Invitatory Jubilate (Psalm 100):
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Psalm 90:1-8, 12

Domine, refugium

1 Lord, you have been our / refuge *
from one generation \ to another.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the / earth were born, *
from age \ to age you are God.
3 You turn us back to the / dust and say, *
"Go back, \ O child of earth."
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when / it is past *
and like a \ watch in the night.
5 You sweep us away like a / dream; *
we fade away sud-\ denly like the grass.
6 In the morning it is green and / flourishes; *
in the evening it is dried \ up and withered.
7 For we consume away in your dis-/ pleasure; *
we are afraid because of your wrathful \ indignation.
8 Our iniquities you have set be-/ fore you, *
and our secret sins in the light \ of your countenance.
12 So teach us to num-/ ber our days *
that we may apply our \ hearts to wisdom.
First Reading

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Please join in singing a metrical setting of Canticle B Priusquam errarem:
Ecclesiasticus 51:13-16, 20b-22
WLP 906
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Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Please join in singing Canticle 6, Gloria in excelsis:

Third Reading

Matthew 25:14-30

Sermon
Please join in singing the Apostles’ Creed:

7

8

The Prayers
The people stand or kneel
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
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The Officiant then says the following Collects
The Collect of the Day
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so
to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the
shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our
hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your
will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you
thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Collect for Mission
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Please join in singing:
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A Litany of Thanksgiving
Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us.
For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea,
We thank you, Lord.
For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of Christ,
We thank you, Lord.
For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends,
We thank you, Lord.
For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,
We thank you, Lord.
For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,
We thank you, Lord.
For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity,
We thank you, Lord.
For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,
We thank you, Lord.
For the communion of saints, in all times and places,
We thank you, Lord.
Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ
Jesus our Lord;
To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, now and for
ever. Amen.
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.
Voluntary

Jesu, meine Freude (Hymn 701)
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J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
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