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Sunday after the Epiphany—January 8, 2023, 9:30 am   SUNDAY NEWS 
  

Prelude:   Prelude & Fugue in G Major (BWV 557)       Johann Sebastian Bach     
  

THE WORD OF GOD 
Opening Hymn #120 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “The sinless one to Jordan came” 

 
Celebrant  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever! 
 
Celebrant  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Glory to God #899 (Green WLP Hymnal) The refrain:  
  Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name, 
  Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. 

 
Celebrant    God is with you 
People    And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray together the collect of the day:       (mlh) 
    Brother Jesus, you so embody humanity’s glory and weakness that you submitted to a   

   baptism of repentance by John; give us strength and will to follow you, daily recognizing the  
   evils we all perpetuate and daily accepting God’s cleansing and renewal.  Amen.  

 
First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 
 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 

he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 

and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

He will not grow faint or be crushed 
until he has established justice in the earth; 
and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, 
who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon it 
and spirit to those who walk in it: 

I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations, 
to open the eyes that are blind, 
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to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

I am the Lord, that is my name; 
my glory I give to no other, 
nor my praise to idols. 

See, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth, 
I tell you of them. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 29:  Setting by Ray Francis Brown 

                                          

  
 
Second Reading:  Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people 
but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia: 
 
 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17 
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, 

“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it 
is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son,  

The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, Lord Christ! 
 

Sermon or Reflection Time                            The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt 
 

Anthem:  When Jesus Came to Jordan              Words by Fred Pratt Green, music by Lynn M. Trapp 
 

Offertory Hymn #779  (Green WLP Hymnal)  “The church of Christ in every age” 
Communion Hymn #448 (Blue 1982 Hymnal) “O love, how deep, how broad, how high” 
 

Final Hymn:  Arise, Your Light is Come!     Words, Ruth Duck, Music, William Walter  
 

 
Postlude: First Movement (Allegro con brio) from Sonata IV     Felix Mendelssohn  
 

 

Saint John’s Church NEWS AND NOTES: Jan 8, 2023 
 

Zoom Coffee Hour, aka “Reliable Joy” Sunday at 12:30 pm. Meeting ID: 873 3272 1412 Passcode: 01930 Dial by 
location: 1 646 558 8656  
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Thanks to Rick Britton, Sarah Larson, Joe Stoddard and the choir for planning and leading the Epiphany Evening 
Prayer Service and Potluck Gathering on Friday evening! 

 

The Visioning Team will meet TODAY at 11; Vestry meets (in person and on Zoom) this Tuesday, January 10.   
 

Expanded Visioning Team Meeting Saturday, January 21 at 9 am.  The VT and additional people will be pondering 
the “What if” focus on centering younger people, esp from the LGBTQ community and next steps around 
community relationships and listening.  If you’d like to join, talk to a team member, Lise, or just show up. 

 

Rockport MLK Jr. March and Interfaith Service, 10:00 at the Unitarian Universalist Society, 4 Cleaves Street, 
featuring Rhythm Plus Soul.  Sign-making at 9:30.   

 

Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 29th.  After worship and a very brief break, we will start the meeting in the 
church sanctuary (approximately 10:45).  Zoom option available.  Please get those annual reports in! 

 

Honor Retiring Bishop Gayle Harris:  The Diocese of Massachusetts is establishing the Bishop Gayle E. Harris Fund 
for Leadership Development for Women of Color to honor Bishop Gayle’s 20 years of service as Bishop 
Suffragan of the Diocese.  To donate, go to www.diomass.org/give-now or mail to the GEH Leadership Fund, 
The Episcopal Diocese of MA, 138 Tremont Street, Boston, MA  02111.   

Don’t know how to be involved in St. John’s?  We are looking for one more leader, ready to join the vestry.   
Monthly meetings (food often involved!), the chance to work with a new priest and move St. John’s forward 
in the coming months.  Speak to Wardens Ellen Sibley or Karen Kasper if your heart is moved! 

 

Name badges:  Please put on your name badge during the service and coffee hour and RETURN it to the box 
before you leave.  If you need a name badge, please write your name legibly on the note pad nearby.   

 

Ways to Give to St. John’s:  Did you know, that in addition to giving to St. John’s through cash or 
check in worship, you can set up a recurring contribution through PayPal or a bank card, or 
give through the St. John’s website?  Go to https://www.stjohnsgloucester.org/giving for 
these options or reach out to Elizabeth for help elizabeth@stjohnsgloucester.org.  You can 
also give by using this QR Code to access PayPal or pay by credit card. 

 
Sunday after the Epiphany—January 8, 2023 

  Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
  Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Lise Hildebrandt, Interim Priest 
  Lector Dori Mottola 
  LEM Karen Kasper 
  Acolyte Geoff Pope  
  Ushers Dani Stotzer  
   Musicians The Congregation, the Choir, Joe Stoddard, Organist 
  Altar Guild Karen Kasper and Melanie Murray-Brown 
  Flower Guild Rosemary Sullivan, Dee Dee Bedford, Carolyn Stewart 

      and Gwen Kopka   
 
 

Please sign up for future dates including flower and lamp, Action Sandwiches and coffee hour. Sign ups are 
on the kiosk in the parish hall.  

 
St. John’s Intercession  List: Rick Kopka, the soul and family of Stamatoula Balaskas, Claire Stahler, Jennifer 

Morris, Carole Secrest, Tyler March, Chris Klosterman, Sereda Feener, Alex, Lynn Runnells, Alex Furth, 
Simeon Teitelbaum, Miriam Teitelbaum, Debra Ketchopulos, Rita Peritore, Jim and Mary Drogan, the 
Baxter Family, Len Berry, Ellen, Ginga Graves and Patrick DeMuller, Wayne Martin, Hope and Lily 
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Newhouse, Jackson, Bo Goldman, Nate Mook, Cecily Merrill, Ernie Runnells, Jack Ketchopulos, Jacqueline 
Vannah, DeeDee Bedford, Michael Rocha, Liana and Joe Webb, Becki Pedersen, Anne Sullivan, Linda, 
Malcolm Henderson, Emelia Currier, Danny, Patricia Anders, Connor Macauley, Margie Sonthemier, John 
Fleming.  

Contact prayer list manager: Joan Gorga 978-283-5926 or jmgorga@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 

 


